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G2 with today's TV 


We sank 
so fast 
the mast 
may have 
been 
pushed 
through 
the boat’ 


rack Hopkins 


S urvivors of the 

storm that devastated 
the Sydney to Hobart 
race described yesterday 
how ihelr yachts bad been 
tom apart by the most fero- 
cious oottditiona that any 
could remember. 

Hie storm, having buf- 
feted the ftont-ranners 
with gusts of 60mph. un- 
leashed its fall ftiry on the 
trailing fleet which entered 
Bass strait close to Flmdezs 
Island, where the winds 
had been battling strong 
tidal cnrrents for boors. 

Six boats were destroyed 
in the resulting swells and 
61 others from the 116 
starters abandoned the 630- 
mllerace. 

Two competitors were 
last night Jcnown to have 
died, and four others were 
misting feared drowned, in- 
cluding Glyn Charles, a 
member of the 1996 Brttlah 
Olympic team in Atlanta. 

Last night the race orga- 
niser, Cmiting Yacht Clnb 
of Australia, admitted tt 
would have considered de- 
laying the start If It had 
known the conditi on s were 
going to be that bad. 

But the Australian dep* 
nty prime minister dis- 
missed calls for the race to 
be scrapped. Tim Fischer 
said: guess some people 

will ask should there be a 
Sydney-Bobart race. Yes, 
there should be, but any 
loss of life &om sporting 
and recreational events is 
particnlaxly tragic.” 

Three of the mlssliig were 
&om the Winston Chur- 
chill, the oldest yacht In the 
race, which was swamped 
by a wave on Sunday after- 
noon. Its skipper, Richard 
Winning, was rescued with 
three others 24 hours later, 
winched into a helicopter 
ft nww a laairtwg Inflatable 
life raft. 

Mr w iViwiwg said the 15- 
metre wave that struck the 
yacht was so powerful It 
pulled the holding stays 
away from the mast and 
smashed the windows on 
the bridge. 

. **me breaking crest came 
right on the leeward deck,” 
he said. “The nest thing we 
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Nursing 

crisis 

iooms 


Agency staff fill 
vacant NHS jobs 


WostininBlar OoRespondeiil 


T he NHS Is feting 
a feesh crisis 
today as It 
emerged that 
cash-strapped 
hospitals have 
hai^ to ' d wi We the money 
spent on expensive agency 
nurses to fill the gap by a 
dramatic drop iu students 

jn tntng the pm ftnarfnn 

New government figures 
show that £216 TnfiUnwr a year 
is being spent on agency 
nurses to wiaka up the tiunt- 
age caused by tbe Joint eOect 
of record numbers of disillu- 
sloned leaving anrf a 15 
per cent drop in studoits en-' 
julling for training because of 
the Government’s failure to 
folly finance pay awards for 
the last two years. 

Government figures 
released to Simon Hughes, 
the Uberal Democrat hBalth 
spokesman, show that during 
tbe last financial year spend- 
ing on agency staff reached 
£216,338,567, compared with 
£116,068,250 In 199Z. 

Son}e 500,000 nurses are em-' 
ployed by the NHS at £6.6 
billioD a year — so the extra 
costs will be a relatively small 
sum but will still have a 
major effect on tbe individual 
ho^Uals invtived. 

Since May 1807, there has 
been a 15 per cent drop in stu- 
dents enrolling for the profes- 
sion. Four out of five hospi- 
tals are said to face 
dUneultles recruiting foil 
time staft Ihe worst areas for 
recruitment are Intensive 
care, geriatrics and theatre 
sfaft 

Last year 2,700 NHS staff 
nurses quit tbe profession — 
many of tiiem taking new Jobs 
as agency nurses where they 
receive higher pay. Others 
have joined private clinics 
and hospitals and nursing 
homes. 

Unions tiie crisis on 
low pay and tiie staging of 
awards — whltii have meant 
a loss of £254 a year for newly 
qualified nurees. Although 
nurses were awarded 3i.6 per 
wmt last year, tiie effect of 


Richard Winning, skipper of the'yacht Winston Churchill, is led to aa ambulance after being winched firte a DffYaft 


were taking water fester 
we could It. We 

couldn’t work out why we 
were sinMng so fest. It’s 
possible the mast got 
pushed through the bottom 
of the boat” 

The Winston Churchill, a 
SSft cutter built from pine 
In 1942. sank In 20 minutes. 
Mr Winning had Just 
enot^ time to amid may- 
day calls, before scram- 
bling to one of the two life 
rafts. 

Klneteen-year-bld bOchael 
Bynan, who was taking part 
in his first race, said th^ 


abandoned ship as the stem 
of the yacht disappeared be- 
neath the waves. 

Their ordeal was not 
over. The life raft turned 
over twice as. the storm con- 
tinued. 'TTie dewHi e d flihig 
capsized twice on these 
great seas at nicdit, whicb is 
bloody frightening,” Mr 
Winning said. 

' **You have got four of os 
underneath tills little can- 
opy and tibie next thing is 
yon are upside down. So 
one poor bastard has to go 
ont and ride It while the ^ 
other three are Inside.” 


Brace Gould, who was 
also in the life raft, said 
they balled water using a 
plastic bag and a sea boot, 
and had continually to 
pump air into one of the 
craft's tnhes to stop It 

Tbe men had emergency 
rations of hard biscuits and 
water, but these would not 
have lasted another night. 
**Any rest we had was be- 
tween balling and I 
wouldn't call that ' sleep,” 
Mr Gould said. 

"We were feJxly confi- 
dent we'd stay afloat, but 


we were g» »>ng a bit wor- 
ried about whether anyone 
would find ns,”- 
Two crew were rescued 
fium tbe second life raft, 
but three ntiiers had been 
. tossed into the see. 

Race spokesman Peter 
Campbell said searchers 
had not ^vm up hope, ’’All 
three were wearing life 
Jackets and one had a per- 
sonal strobe light.” 
Howev er , tbe search for 
Mr Charles, of Emsw o r t b, 
Tom to page 8, ctiumn 6 


British tourists kidnapped in Yemen 



jamlaWllson 
and Brian Whitaker 


T ribesmen in Yemen 
last kidnapped 16 
tourists, including 12 
Britons, wbo .were' visiting 
tbe south of tiie country as 
part of a trip organised by a 
British tour operator. 

It is understood the group, 
which also included two 
Americans and two Austra- 
lians. were taken hostage in 
‘the early afternoon while 
driving between the towns of 
Habban ««d Aden in tbe 
southern province of Abyan. 

- Initial reports said the 
party had been travelling in 
five 4x4 vehicles when the 
kidnappers struck, by block- 



ing the road In front of the 
coovoy : One of the vehicles, 
containing a Yemeni guide 
and .a British man, was 
allowed to drive away. 

It is believed tiie occupants 
the ottter four veBdes 
were drtvHi-to an area called 
al-Wedea'a. 250 miles south of • 
the Yemeni capital, Sana’a. 

A spokesman for the For- 
eign Office sEuid it bad been In 
tou^ with the Yemeni au- ! 
tbortties in London and San- 
a'a. "We have impressed on ! 

the I mport a nce of seek- 1 
ii^ the hostages’ safe and j 
swift return,” hesald. 

He dedkted to name tiie 
tour operator organising tbe 
trip until the company had 
notified the victims’ relatives. 

Sources in Yemen said last 


that the A1 .Marazlq 
tribe was responsible for ab- 
ducting. the tourists, the larg- 
est single kidnapping in Ye- 
mmi’sliistozy. 

In June, tribe held nine 
Halian tourists for three days 

nlfiUlZlfi thaws im« 

harmed. They were demand: , 
Ing a car tiia bnlldhig of a 

school from the government 

which they claimed had been 
promised to them during an i 
earTler. kidnap pin g bUt hart ' 

never been delivered. 

The latest kidnappings in I 
Yemen come three weeks | 
after tribesman abducted four 
German totxrists including 
three women, who are stlU 
hei^ held in the Marib prov- 
ince east of ^na'a. 

Ihe four were taken by the 


ilKnews 


New measures tfl'. 


Rani Dhahyan tribe, near the 
Yialah pass as they returned 
to tbe capital. On December 8, 
Yemeni authorities said they 
had arraataMl nlna mamhan t wT 

the trfoe and issued a warn- 
ing to free the hostages 
within 34 - hours or *Thce 
s e v er e consequences”. 

Newq> ^ >er8 M Yemen said 

the abductors of the Gennan 

toorlsts had da m andad ^ mfl - 
Uon rials (S^^xio), luxury 
care, houses, high military 
ranks and puUle sector poets 
ftv Bsilmr tribal members. 

More than lOO foreignere 
have been abducted since 1992 
but most have been released 
vmharmed. The Yemeni gov- 
emment Issued a decree in 
August imposing the death 
penalty for kidnapping 


nr! « TTT 


Birth of the euro 


Tlie euro is only four 
days away — and 
comparisons 
between the United 
States of Europe 
and America are 
nolongerfanciful. 
PogelS 



staging the rise meant that 
tiie award was only worth 2.6 
percent 

Nurses still receive low 
starting salaries compared 
with teachers — there is en 
estimated 17 per cent shortfeS 
between tiie starting salary of 
a registered nurse and most 
new teachers. A Grade D staff 
nurse starts on £1^856, al- 
though a nursing amrigfawit on 
Grade A pay earns only 
£8,815. 

Bob Abberley, Unison's 
health spokesman, wild yes- 
terday: "The NHS will only 
solve its staff problems if it 
pays all its workm a 
decent wage.” 

The Royal College cf Nure- 
ii^ has also warned that hos- 
pitals could fece a fresh crisis 
this winter because of the 
shortage of full-time staff 
nurees. 

There are already some 
8,000 NHS nurse vacancies 
and 1,000 NHS midwifery 
vacancies. 

This is at a time whmi the 
Government has promised an 
extra 6,000 training places for 
tbe profession Imc p1»na 

to recruit another 15,000 
nurses over tiie next three 
years. 

The crisis also comes just 
as Alan Milhurn, th e h^ltb 
minister in charge of tbe NHS 
drive, has left the Depart m ent 

WmIHi, promoted to Chief 
Secretary to tiie Treasury in 
tbe feU-out following the res- 
igriatinn of Peter Mandelsoo. 
the trade secretary. His ' 


replacement, John Denham, 
has yet to read Mmgp-tf into 
the job. 

Mr Hughes said yesterday: 
‘There are now so few NHS 
muses that the private sector 
is MiRbiwg in by funng the 
vacancies. 

"This is nonsense. Money 
must be spent recruiting 
badly needed NHS nurses, not 
paying fbr private ones." 

The shortage of staff nurses 
is also having a big impact on 
patient care. According to a 
survey by tiie Daily Midi 3tes- 
terday, a number taospitels 
cannot open new beds arid 
unitR because they cannot 
recruit the staff 

htrtnd^ the Leeds 
Teaching Hospitals Trust, 
Mid to be imahii* li> open 36 
beds because of a lack (ff qual- 
ified nurses, and the South 
Manchester University Hospi- 
tals NHS Trust, which cannot 
open a new 20 bed ward be- 
cause oi^ staff nursing 
proUems. 

The Department of Health 
says that it is trying to tackle 
tbe problem by offering new 
training and recruitment pro- 
grammes, but adds; "It will 
take time ibr tbe present ini-^ 
tiatives to take ^fect” 

One mqjor study is looking 
at tbe pOKlbllity of rbawgiwg 
nursing hours to allow more 
ilexibili^. At the moment 
they often have to work too 
many long shifts and unsocial 
hours. Inquiries show that 
some nurses switched to 
working for agmicies so that 
they could choose their own 
hours. 

This year the Government 
put some 5.7 per emit more 
cash into the NHS to improve 
patient care and pay more 
Staff 
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CITY BREAK SALE 

Inclusive Winter City Break offers 
All include return travel & 1"^ night’s B&B 
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‘Disrepute’ 
over ruling 
on Pinochet 


Jamie Wilson 


T he Lord Chancellor 
said yesterday that 
the legal system had 
been brought into dis- 
repute by the overturning oC 
the law lords’ historic judg- 
ment against General 
Pinochet 

Lord Irvine of Laizg in- 
sisted that new procedures 
had to be adopted to ensure 
there was no repeat of the 
“unprecedented” setting 
aside of the law lords’ origi- 
nal ruling that the former 
Chilean dictator, aged 63, was 
not immune finm extradition 
and prosecution for crimes 
against humanity. 

**lt is in the highest degree 
unfortunate because it does 
have a tendency to bring the 
legal system into disrepute,” 
Lord Irvine told BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme. 
’This was lid^tion where 
the eyes of the world were 
and are upon us. 

‘*But what is necessary to 
do is not cry over spilt milk 
but to see that procedures are 
put in place to ensure that 
this does not happen again.” 
Lord Irvine's comments Qid.- 
low the decision by five senior 
law lords that the case against 
Gen Pinochet would have to 
be reheard after it emerged 
that Lord Hoffinaim, a mem- 
ber of the original panel had 
not declared his Hnks with 
Amnesty International 
The Lord Chancellor said 
that when a panel of law lords 
was assembled to hear an ap- 
peal they should consider 
whether the presence of any 
of the judges could give rise to 
an appearance of a conflict of 
interest “If there was, it 
would be the responsibili^ ^ 
the law lord in the chair to 
ensure that the law lord con- 
cerned did not sit” he said. 

The law lords found that 
Lord Hoffinann should have 
stood down because Amnesty, 
a vociferous opponent <a Gen 
Pinochet's military r^ime. 


had been allowed to intervene 
in the original hearing. 
Through its QC. Geoffrey 
Bin d man , the human rights 
group pressed the case for de- 
nying immunity for crimes 
agalirrt h umani ty. 

Lord H offimarm. one of the 
majority who ruled against 
the general was a long-time 
director of Amne^ Interna- 
tional Charity Limited, the 
human rights group's fund- 
raising arm. His wife. Gillian, 
has worked for Amnesty for 
more than 20 years. 

Lord Irvine’s comments 
met vrith a tepid response 
flom a former Master of the 
Rolls. Loj^ Donaldson. 

“What happened is unfortu- 
nate but I don't see any need 
to alter Che system." Lord 
Donaldson said. “All judges 
know that they have to let the 
parties in a case know of any- 
thing that gives the appear- 
ance of bias. Just because the 
system broke down on this 
one occasion does not mean 
the system is wrong.” 

But a retired law lord, Lord 
Scarman, agreed with Lord Ir- 
vine that the law lords should 
examine possible conflicts of 
interest b^re bearing a case. 

Lord Seaman said: "If we 
are going to incorporate the 
H uman Rights Convention 
you must be able to take care 
of embarrassing events that 
may arise." He added that in 
99 per cent of cases there 
would not be any problem. 

Lord Irvine would not be 
drawn on whether he thought 
Lord Hoffmann had acted im- 
properly by not revealing his 
Amnesty links. He said he 
would wait until the second 
pa^ had delivered its foil 
written jud^ent before he 
formed an opinion. 

The fresh appeal in the Pi- 
nochet case is expected to be 
heard next month. Spain is 
seeking his extradition to 
stand trial on charges of mur- 
der and torture carried out 
under his regime. 
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‘I know of five 
appeals with 
nine-figure 
targets. If s 
scary. lam 
telling other 
charities not 
to even think 
about going 
up against 
these, but to 
budget on 
getting 
past the 
millennium 
and to plan 
for serious 
fund-raising 
afterwards’ 

Tony Bellischer, 

fund-raising 

consultant 


photoqiuph reANK baron 


A handfhl of big charities are piajuiing £100 mlUloa-piiis appeals is an attempt bo reverse the decline in heritable giving 

NSPCC leads millennium cash pleas 


David Brimfle, Social 
So nrt eoii Correspofulent 




HARITIES are plan- 
ning a barrage of un- 
precedented appeals 
in 1999 to mark the 
millennium and to tr>* to 
reverse an alarming decline 
in support for good causes. 

A flood of promotion and 
fund-raising activities will in- 
clude a handful of appeals 
with targets each in excess of 
£100 milUon. 

Saudler charities are being 
warned not to attempt to com- 


pete with the big appeals, but 
to batten down the hatches. 

Tony BUiseher, a le^ing 
fund-raising expert and direc- 
tor of Burnett Consulting UK, 
said: “I know of five appeals 
with nine-Ggure targets. Ifs 
scary. T am telling other char- 
ities not to even think about 
going up against these ap- 
peals. but to budget on getting 
past the millennium and to 
plan for serious fund-raising 
afterwards." 

One millennium appeal al- 
ready launched is the Chil- 
dren's Promise, a govmimteit- 
endorsed campaign to 
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persuade working peoi^ to 
give their irurf hour’s pay in 
1999 to a fond to be sfoued 
among children’s charities. 
Tony Blair has said he win do 
so. The campaign, which aims 
to raise more than £100 mil- 
litm. was launched with a £1 
million denation by Marks & 
Spencer and has so &r won the 
backing cf L300 employers. 

Althoui^ the NSPCC wiU 
be one of the charities to b»- 
efit from the Children’s 
Promise; it is prqariug 
to announce its own appeal 
Rumours suggest it could be 
twice as ambitious. 

The charity's plans have 
been a poorly kept secret, 
with large-scale recruitment 
of fond-raising staff in reemt 
months for what the organisa- 
tion has described as its big- 
gest-ever campaign. 

Mike Taylor, the NSPCC’s 
director of children’s ser- 


vices. said the eampalgn W8S 
set for a Kflirdi launch. He 
confirmed it would have 
a target in excess of £100 mil- 
lion. ”We think this is break- 
ing new ground in that, un- 
like other bigappeals. it is not 
going to be about raising 
money for a building but 
about providing services for 
children.” Mr Taylor said. 

Some in the fund-raising 
sector think that the NSPCC 
has divulged Just enough 
about its intentions to deter 
otiiers from going ahead with 
millennium appeals. 

Stephen Lee. former direc- 
tor of tbe Institute of Fund- 
raising Managers, said: 
‘’Clearly there wDl be a num- 
ber of these appeals, of which 
the most tal^-up has been 
the NSPCC’s — maybe delib- 
erately so. I am sure there 
win be an awful lot of millen- 
oium razzmatazz and PR from 


voluntary organisations, sim- 
ply because they fed they 
have to do soinething. but 
how much actual foad-niislng 
is going to be done 1 simply 
don't know." 

One charity plaitnlng a 
high profile in 1999 is the 
British Red Cross, which will 
be L-iunching its Powo- of Ho* 
inanity programme in May. It 
hopes to benefit through 
being a provider of first aid at 
many mniwnniimi events, al- 
thbu^ ft says Its aim is not 
priinarfly to raise fonds. 

Another organisation ru- 
moured to be planning a big 
miUennium rampnipw 1$ the 
disability charity Leonard 
Cheshire. 

There is also likely to be at 
least one miUennium appeal 
by medical charities, seeking 
flmds for a historic break- 
through in the fl^t against 
cancer and other diseases. 


Fund-raisers hope that tbe 
miUennium spirit will 
reverse the decline in charita- 
ble giving that sfeit^ in 1991. 
with only 30 per cent of 
households now making regu- 
lar donations, Mr Lee, a 
reseanfo fellow in voluntary 
sector managoment at South 
Bank university in London, 
cautioned that results might 
not be so positive. 

Controversy over tbe Dome 
bad engendered a mood of 
cynicism about the mUlen- 
nhun and there was a 'tired" 
feeling about big appeals, 
many of which had been 
laundied since 190S to com- 
plement National Lottery 
fonding. 

'Tou should only ever con- 
lempkite doing one of these 
nudor appeals if you are abso- 
lutely certain that your ca.se 
is strong enough." Mr Lee 
warned. 
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US aircraft kill four Iraqi soldiers 


New Gulf tension after first clash 
since Desert Fox in ‘no-fly’ zone 


200i)«m 


Ian Black In Lendon and 
Chris Morris bi Attimra 


SION mounted .again 
in the Gulf last night 
after American airo^ 
fired at an Iraqi missfle bat- 
tery and killed four soldiers 
in tbe first armed clash since 
Operation Desert Fox ended 
last week. 

Iraq blamed tbe United 
States for tile tncxdent near 
Mosul in the northern “no-fly 
zone’’, wbictii followed a week- 
ec^ of angry exchanges in 
which Baghdad accused 
Washing^ and London of vi- 
olating its sovereignty and 
threatened to shoot down 
their planes. 

But President Bill Clinton 
defended the action and in- 
sisted that the US would con- 
tinue to police the no-fly 
zones in both northern and 
southern Iraq as part of his 
new policy of “containing” 
Saddam Hussein. “Our pDots 
have the authority to protect 
themselves. They attached be- 


cause they were attacked, and 
they did tbe appropriate 
thing ,” he sflid- 

Tbe ns planes Qred Harm 
missiles and precision-guided 
bombs at an Iraqi InstaJlatioD 
near tbe city of Mosul 

Tbe US says Iraqi surfece- 
to-air missiles were fired at 
their planes first from vari- 
ous sites; Iraq says it was tbe 
other way round. 

“Our aircraft were conduct- 
ing routine enforcement oper- 
ations when they were at- 
tacked," said a spokesman. 
Adam Stump, at tbe allied air- 
base at Ineirlik in Turkey. 
'There was no damaga to our 
planes and all the crews 
returned safely to T^urkey." 

Britain is the only other 
country now taking part in 
the air patrols but British 
Jaguar Ggfater-bombers based 
at Ineirlik were not involved 
in yesterday's incident, the 
ministry of defence said In 
London. Before the attack 
Baghdad had reported several 
clashes with allied 
but these were dismissed by 
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the US and Britain as part of 
an Iraqi attempt to exploit 
widening intemational div- 
isions over the Gulf. 

Iraq said that enemy forma- 
tions had entered its airspace 
from Turkey. It riaiiwcd that 
the Iraqi air defences "con- 
fronted them with valour and 
forced thmn to flee to their 
bases of evil and aggression". 

Accordii^ to a ministry o/L 
information statement, a 
second wave of warplanes 
entered Iraq and "Gred crimi- 
nal missiles against one (Xour 


sites in the area". kilUi% four 
soldiers and wouDding seven. 
But in Washington Col Rich- 
ard Bridges called the incident 
whid) lasted half an hour, “an 
act t£ aggression" by Iraq and 
described tbe US response as 
“an act of self-defence'; 

The US and Britain are 
both adopting a tough, busi- 
ness-as-usual attitude 
towards Iraq though they fece 
huge problems In ttanrfTing 
tbe diplomatic disarray 
following their four days of 
airstrikes. Neither has an 
answer to the question about 
who or what will replace tbe 
inspectors of the United 
Nations Special Commission, 
unscom, at the heart of the 
recent crisis. 

Having dhimed victory by 
survtvh^ Desert Fox. Presi- 
dent Saddam now appears to 
be trying to goad the US and 
Britain into new clashes in 
tbe air exclusion zones and 
hoping that they will feel coo- 
strained' by their own 
isolation. 

Iraq calls both zones illegal 
though Britain and the US in- 
sist th^ were set up under 
full United Nations authority 
to protect rebellious Iraqi 
Kurds and Shiite Muslims. 


Sarah’s hot Cinders will drive everyone Wilder 


Review 


Judith Mackrell 


OndercUa 

Boyei Festival Lortdon 

INDERELLA always 
rtznstheriskarbet^' 
log the dullest of goody 
two shoes, and Frederick Ash- 
ton cbc39e tomakeh^aspret- 
tily feultiess as she could be. 
Yet he also choreographed ^ 
meets of pathos and uuschi^ 

which halTprina^ rr mlri mine 

for dramatic richn^ and 
Sarah WOdor, making hs* Lon- 
don debut in the role, seizes 
every opportunity to make her 
C'mderella irresistible. 


Small and blonde, with the 
high curved forehead ofa 
Renaissance angpi, WDdor 
looks like a classic Cinderella, 
while herdancing winds itself 
gorgeously aroui^ Ashton’s 
choreography and Prokofiev's 
score. She is fleet and witty in 
tite kitchen scenes and. In the 
ballroom, her tiny rounded 
limbs stretch to a grandeur 
way beyond her scale. But for 
an her textbook qualities she 
makes her Cinders unique. 

Wildor has an extraordi- 
nary stage smile, huge and in- 
fectious, and she radiates her 
way UiEou^ the trickiest 
steps as if they were the best 
ftm in tbe world. Her acting Is 
gripping, so that even in this 
most skimpy of dramatic roles 
when ^e weeps in memory of 
her dead mother we are star- 


tied by her pain and loss, 
when she dreams of rescue it 
Is with a lonely intensity, 
when she giggles at the ridicu- 
lousness of her ugly sisters 
she makes us laugh out loud. 
And when she fioallv makes it 
to the ball, wc are wllilng tte 
magic not to bre.ik for her. 

The role confirms that she 
is set to be one of the ne.Kt great 

artiste at the Royal. But Cln- 
dereUa is an ensemble ballet 
and Wildor'sachlevement is 
sparked by several other per- 
formances around her. 

Gillian RevIe Invests the Fairy 
Godmother with a twist of di 7 
sophistication: Mara Galeazzl 
a tbe Autumn Fairy builds 
unpressively on the conn- 
dence and style she has been 
amazing all season; .-wd Alas- 
tair Marriott and Peter Abegg- 


len are a wa^cy double act S3 
the sisters. 

These two men are not just 
guys In frocks, but invest the 
roles with an Identiflably fe- 
male vanity and Insecurity* 
Abeg^en in partic ular gets 
right underthe akin tfthe 
younger sister: she is pathetic 
not in the old maidish way the 
role is usually play^ but In 
the eagerness of her hope- 
lessly misplaced reactions. 
Her dish fece and prissy Ups 
are a blank ^te across which 
bubbles (^excitement be- 
musement and despair pass in 
cartoon-quick succession. 

The two of titem are bound 
by a tragi-comic contempt and 
lathing — seeing in 
other the certain knowLed^ 
that they are the most Ulfi^ 
tractive couple at the ball 
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The Guardian Tuesday Derpmhoi- 9Q iQoo NEWS 3 

^rans say the Sydney-Hobart race is tougher than the Fastnet — and the notorious Bass strait is where the dangers are greatest 

Acceptable risks of a yacht classic 



Fisher, left, the Guardian’s 
Sailing Correspondent, recalls 
terrifying moments facing a wall 
of water during an earlier 
Sydney-Hobart encounter and, 
below, describes the lifestyle of a 
professional sailor 


T o RACE in the 
Sydney-Hobart is 
the aid of almost 
every sailor in Aus- 
tralia, and of many 
others from all over the 
world. It is one ci the great 

r«laagiW8 

Fbr the competitors the 
knotted stomachs start at 
wakemp time and the walk to 
the marina is a nervous one. 

Hi06e who- Mil thte race 
know R is almost certaiiily 
tougher than the Fastnet 
race, and this year will have 
been no exception with a 
*‘southeriy buster”, the gale^ 
force wind foom the south, 
forecast Less than four hours 
into the race, Roger "Clouds” 
Badham, a meteorologist of 
international reputation 
among yachtsmen, said: "If I 
were half the boats in the 
£le^ rd he turning round and 
going home." 

The ^peal the race is 
such that bad weather is con- 
sidered an acceptable risk, 
and 1 suppose when I raced 
with Peter Blake aboard tte 
79ft Condor in 1979 — Just 
after the Fastnet disaster of 
that year — we were slightly 
more circumspect than we 
mi^t otherwise have been. 
As It happened, that year was 
a quiet "bus ride" down the 
coast in moderate to light 
winds most of the way. 

Those races are fow and liar 
between. The Bass strait, 
which separates Tasmania 
from the maitiianH of Austra- 
lia, is no friend of yachtsmen. 

It has its particular mean 
streak and is where weather 
depressions deepen and har- 


ness the force of the winds so 
that they meet the racing fleet 
and the two to three im^ta of 
south-going cnrrent head-cm. 
That combination eau^eg big 
seas and some of the waves 
can be gigantic. 

It was certainly so in 1990, 
when I raced with Lawrie 
Smitii aboard Rotlimans, the 
80ft sloop in which be had 
competed in the Whitbread 
romid the world race. There 
had been a strong south-west- 
erly in tile strait for three 
da^, but we brought with us 
a nor’-easterly ^e and were 


Depressions 
deepen and 
winds meet 
the fleet head on 


enjoyi^ a sleighride to Ho- 
bart with clenched cheeks, as 
the race record appeared 
irithln our gra^. 

The seas of the Bass strait 
put a halt to that and <»imAiar 
took the lives of an 24 ca 
board, nie wind wwn* 

eaiiy on the mtoiuI mnt- nrn g 
and by mid-afternoon ftesb- 
ened to around 30 knots. We 
were charging towards the 
strait and the seas were no 
longer the rollers fbr which 

P frfbmafK hart bean 

but much shorter and consid- 
erably steeper. 

Sooner or later it had to go 
wrong. On <Hie wave, the 38- 
tou yacht, whidi was planing 
like a speedboat, sUd down 


the back and stuck the bow 
into tile one in firont It was as 
though she had decided to b^ 
oot^ a submarine. 

She came almost to a dead 
atc^ and a wall ^ water came 
over the foredeck and lifted 
the stem clear of the sea. 
Rothmans was in Hawg ai- of 
broaching — . cartwheeling 
out and wiitwg with water. 
The iiatnit {smne 30 

square feet in area) was open 
and the sea was MeraHiwg 
down below. 

Ail of us on deck were In 
safety harnesses, tethered to 
strong points of the :raeiht, but 
we looked a^tast as 10 tons of 
w a ter hurtled towards us. 
nie wind was risiag, soeam- 
ing almost at so lamts, and we 
still had a spiiinakerup. 

Ihe hoge njlon sail had to 
earns down and as ft did. ft 
sw^ the deck as' ft broke 
loose and had to he cut away. 
By of the crew 

broken his arm, when two of 
the crew foil on him. 

The next day, wben we 
rounded Taanu igfand and 

>M»gaTi ftw final lag to fln- 

Ish. the hardships were forgot- 
ten. When we reached the Iran 
Pot lighthouse, which marics 
the entrance to tiie river Der- 
went, a spectator fleet bad 
hegnn to gather, ft swelled to 
more than loo ho^ before we 
crossed the line. 

Hobart is famous for Its 
poet-race parties, which begin 
on the dodtside the tomneiit 
eaeli boat AnifOiM this 630- 
mlle race. It is said they are 
one of the reasons for the 
race's popnlarity — but this 
year th^ win be muted. 


Hazards and rewards of 
a life on the ocean wave 


G LYN Charles was one 
of Britain's most 
respected sailor^ who 
had on^ decided to compete 
in the Sydney to Hobart race 
at the last moment after a 
request trim one of the skip- 
pers, writes Boh Fisher. 

The 33-year-old British 
Olympic sailm* was at the 
hdm of the Australian yacht 
Sword of Orion when the boat 
was split in two by mountain- 
ous waves. Rescuers admitted 
defeat in their search for him 
early yesterday, 24 hours 
after he was washed away. 

Yesterday Charles’s mother 
Margaret paid tribute to her 
son. "I always used to say if 
enInp^hin g happened to Glyn 
while he was saUiiig he was 
^ing the thing he loved 
most," she said. 

"Glyn has been dedicated to 
Miimg since a small boy and 
it was wonderful that he 
achieved his great ambition 
by competing in the 1996 
Olympics. 

“We sfoall miss bim terribly 
and his great enthusiasm 
about everything.” 

Charles, of Emsworth, 
Hampshire, had postponed 
his pisnnpd retum to Britain, 
to spend Christmas at his 
mother's home, so he could 
compete in the race. 

The other 10 crew of the 43ft 
yacht were winched to safety 
by helicopter crews. 

Charles’s lifestyle was typi- 
cal of the pntfessional sailor 
^ a lifo not necessarily rich 
in monetary rewards but five 
from the nine-to-five 
treadmill. ^ 

The fees sailors charge for 
their services depends on 
their success in previous 






Glyn Charles; boat split 

regattas and are usually used 
to fund their own sailing 

Ihis was undoubtedly tbe 
case for Cbarles, who aimed 
to win a medal at tbe next 
Olympics in Sydney, in the 
Star class. 

To achieve his sporting am- 
bition he had to sail other 
people's boats for relatively 
low fees. Charles raced is a 
variety of boats, fium Me^s 
24s to 45-footers, and was to 
navigate the British Mumm 
36 in the Admiral’s Cup in the 
summer. 

Journeymen sailors talk of 
ftflming US dollars, which 
probably dates back to the 
time when only American 
skippers paid for ttieir expert- 
ise. A sin^race regatta can 
bring in about fl,000 (£600) 
fbr the day. Sculors who are 
exceptionally good can earn 
twice that 

There are a handful of pro- 
fessional saOors whose status 
is such that th^ can demand 
nimwat any fee tiiey name. 
They include Dennis Conner 


and Russell Coutts, both 
America’s Cap wtonen; Foul 
Cayard, who won the Whlt- 
hr^ Round tbe Woxld Race: 
Chifs Dickson, tbe New Zea- 
land skipper of Saymiara in 
this yearis Sydney-Hobart; 
and Britain’s Lawrie Smith. 

Dickson is the richest 
QMrtsman In his country, 
saidtobeworthllOmlllknL' 
Lower down the scale, a mem- 
ber c( one of the match racing 
teams taking part in the 
C^ade One events can earn 
about t^OOO for el^t to ten 
weeks regular work. 

The good tacticians, t^ 
sailors who decide which way 
the boat should go. using 
their esqierisnoe to antidpate 
wind arid ofibet the cnirents, 
are among tbe better paid, 
alongside the hired-gun 
sltippm. 

But a week-long r^tta 
might mily bring in between 
1500 and f750 a day. These 
fees, along with air fores and 

arminmoilaHmi, mi ght SOUOd 
genexons, bat most profes- 
sional sailors only race 50 
days a year. 

Many of the less exalted 
sailma, known as boat-bums, 
will be engaged to deliver the 
boats firom one r^atta to the 
next Fbr this, $100 a day is 
the usual wage. 

Professional saflors have to 
be bushaessmen, and must 
work hard to znaintam and 
add to their contact book 
emidfiyers. Repeated hirings 
are fought for, and the ahfll^ 
to boat owners’ egos 

is i^irt of the trade. 

The lucl^ few have their 
services retained, with sup- 
plementary fees each time 
they turnout 



A rescue helicopter hovers overadiamastedynchtwithacrewinemberinthe water oCTNew South Wales in this Australian television still 



‘The mast ' 
may have 
gone through 
the boat’ 

continued from page l 
Hampshire, was abandoned 
.yesterday. 24 hows after he 
was swept from the 44ft 
Sword of Orion. 

His mother, Margaret, a 
widow, said he had post- 
poned a visit to see h^ at 
Christmas after being crf- 
fered a chance to compete 
in the race. 

"Glyn has been dedicated 
to sailing since a small boy 
and it was wonderfhl that 
be achieved his great ambi- 
tion by competii^ in the 
1996 Olympics,’’ she said in 
a statement. 

The might of the storm 
surprised all of the 
competitors. 

Kevin Lacey, who crewed 
the Innkeeper, said it was 
"a fight to stay alive". 
**Yon get what we call 
square waves. Yon come ofif 
the top and there’s nothing 
underneath. It’s like going 
over a speed hnmp doing 90 
miles an hour." 

Geoff Boettcher, another 
skipper, said: "It was the 
worst conditions 1 have 
seen in 35 years." 

The storm sparked one of 
Australia’s biggest mari- 
time rescne efforts, with 
more than 30 aircraft 
sweeping the disaster area. 
They were joined by a frig- 
ate, HMAS Newcastle, and 
10 deepwater fishing boats. 

The leading boat in this 
year’s race, the 80ft Sasron- 
ara. was ecpected to finish 
early *b»s morning local 
time, liie boat, which is 
skippered by New Zeal- 
ander Chris Dickson, has 
Rupert Murdoch’s son 
Lachlan on board. 
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The John Lewis Clearance. 
It’s like a sale, only better. 


Starts today. 


A, John L«i5 Dop.rtn.ent S»n.e, even during . cle«nre, if. bn.ine» » nnal. 
For innn«e our pricing policy, summti up by ‘Never Kuowiogly UudornJd’. 


means that if we find a local retails ofTerii^ tbe same goods at a lower price, we 
will reduce ours accordingly, evea if dieir goods are in a sale. We still deliver 


JOHN LEWIS 

Department Stores 


free across a wide area. And whatever you buy, you can return it if you 
arc not completely satisfied. Tbe John Lewis Clearance. It’s better than a sale. 
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After Mandelson, Labour backbencher seeks sweeping changes 

Call to give MPs power to 
police ministers’ conduct 


scent of detection 


David Hencfce 
Wa*b«ihiatw CorragpoiKlant 

LXZABETH FUkin. 

B the new Parliamen- 
tary Commissioner 
for Standards, should 
be given sweeping pow^ to 
investigate bribes oT con- 
duct under the miniBtftrial 
code in the wake of the Man- 
ddson affidr, a senior Labour 
badcbendi MP said last night 
Dale Campbell Savours, 
Labour MP for Worid^^on 
aod a member of the Com- 
mons standards and privi- 
leges committee, called for 
the transfer to Parliament of 
existing powers held hy Tony 
Blair and Sir Richard linison, 
the Cabinet Secretary, to 
pdice the roles. 

“All policing by the Mme 
Bfinister and the Cabinet Sec- 
retary should be scrapped. 
The whole business over 


Peter Mandelson’S £373,000 
loan from GeoEQrey Robinson 
[the former Paymaster Gen- 
eral] bag been an embamss- 
ment to the Prime Minister. 
He and foe Cabmet Secretary 
should not be expected to 
have to personal ques- 
tions about the private lives 
of fellow ministers. 

“It should be done Indepen- 
denlJy by FarliamenL" 

The idea — which also has 
the baebdng of some senior 
ministers who believe the sys- 
tem must be changed — 

' would bring Britain into line 
with the tTS, where the execu- 
tive is not allowed to carry 
out Inve^gations Into Its 

own members. 

The call also comes at a 
time when Lord MeilL the inr 
dependent chairman of the 
committee on standards and 
public life, is to review the 
workings oi the system. 

Under the present rules the 


Parliamentary Commissioner 
polices the register of mem- 
bers' interests, and whether 
MPs have broken Parlia- 
ment's rules by not declaring 
gite and directorships. 

But the ministerial code — 
which in many ways is now 
much tougher about declara - 1 
tions since ministers are ex- 
pected to consult their perma- 
nent secretaries on almost 
everyttdng — is policed by 
the Cabinet Secretary and the 
Prime Minister. 

This leaves Mr Blair having 
I to make judgments on his 

' colleagues. 

Mr Campbell Savours com- 
ments came as Jack Cunning- 
ham, the cabmet “enforcer'*, 
issued a warning to rival min- 
isters and their aides to stop 
anonymously brieOng against 
ea(± other. 

“Quite clearly we need to put 
these matters behind us and 
put behind os some of the ae- 


tivitias of people who may 
think they can conduct their 
own agenda on Qieir own ac- 
count, whetiier it eonfliets 
with the Govemmentls a OTc 
and objectives or not,” he told 
BBC Radio 4*8 Today 
programme. 

**I say that cannot be 
allowed to hajg)en . . . There 
have been brld^tgs frmn time 
to time whidi have been dam. 
aging to the Govmmmrat 

“CoQeetively. usaidhorised 
briefings have caused trouble 
for the Government, are caus- 
ing trouble and ou^t to 
step.” 

Last night, however, his 
comments were being treated 
with derision by some oOl- 
leagifes. 

One said: ‘T%ia Is 
Ue to step. He can't know 
when journalists are being 
briefed by people.” 

HuaoVoaBg,p 09»8 





Weather outlook worsens as storms claim two more lives 


T he British Isles face a 
second stormy onslaught 
today, as it emerged that the 
wild Christmas weather had 
claimed two more lives. 

Late on Sunday a man in 
his 60s died in the River Med- 
w^ at Strood in &nt as be 
tried to repair his storm-dam- 
aged houseboat His wife was 
saved as foe boat sank 75 
yards femn shore. 


In Ireland, a 29-year-old 
man feom Letterkenny, Co 
Donegal, died after being 
swept from a ladder as hie 
repaired tiles damaged in the 
worst storms to strike the 
region for nearly 40 years — 
bringing foe weekend’s death 
toU to seven, including a five- 
year-old klDed in a car crash 
caused by foe gales. 

Meanwhfle, as snow feD 
yesterday on parts tffoe Pen- 
nines, Lancashire, south-east 
Wales and Scotland, tbou- 


I <istnA^ of housdiolds in Ire- 
; land and Scotland today fece 
' a fourth day without electrio- 
I Ity. In Ireland, some 60,000 
I homes are stQl cut off after 
i the country's power services 
suffered their worst damage 
since Horricane Debbie in 
1961. It could be days before 
remote areas are reconnected, j 
In Scotland, 7.000 homes la 
Dumfries and Galloway. Lan- 
aricshire, the Mull of Eintyre, 
Arran, Bute and Dunoon are i 
stfll cut off althongh most | 


should have power restored 
today. 

Also in Scodand, rail travel 
was disrupted, with lines 
from Gouroiek to Paisley and 
Larga to Ardnssan not ex- 
pected to resume normal ser- 
vices until today. 

But the Met Office last 
night wanted that Irtiand, the 
West of Scotland, west Wales 
and the South-west will suffer 
more storms today, with 
winds of up to TSmph and tor- 
rential rain. 


Dog handler PC Mark Thomas with Merlin, a bloodhonnd p 


being trained by the Dyfed Powys force in Wales. 
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New measures announced to stop 
more child prostitute prosecutions 


Hopes of improved skills, 
from reading to risotto 



Alan Travis 
Home Affairs Editor 


N ew measures to en- 
sure that fer fewer 
child prostitutes are 
prosecuted by the 
police, and Instead are treats 
by the social services as vic- 
tims <£ abuse and coercion, 
are to be announced today by 
the Home Office. 

The new official guidance 
stops short of fUll-scale de- 
crlminalisatimi but is accom- 
panied by tougher sanctions 
against pimps and the punt- 
ers who abuse diUdren. 

The decision by the Home 
Secretary, Ja^ Straw, to end 
the prosecution of child pros- 
titutes. save in the most ex- 
treme cases, follows evidence 
from nhiirt welfere charities 
that tile scale of the trade in 
Britain has been vastly 
underestimated. 

Two pnot projects in Not- 


‘These children are utterly 
desperate, they are not making 
a free economic or moral 
choice. Our new guidance is 
intended to enable all agencies 
to . . . work with and divert 
children from this evil trade’ 

Home Office minister Paul Boateng 


tlngham and Wolverhanqitou 
discovered 125 boys and girls 
aged from 11 to 18 sailing sex 
— four times foe number of 
children previously thou^t 
to be involved in prostitution. 
Twenty-two men and tiiree 
women were prosecuted for 
offences ranging from rape to 
living off immoral aa mtngB- 

Tbe joint Home Offlce/Da- 
partment of Health guidance 
says: “There are chfldren in- 
volved in prostitution in 
many parts of Britain. They 
may not be visible to a 
or even an informed observer. 
They many not be obvious on 
the streets. But there will be 
children being abused 
throu^ jmstitution in rooms 
and flats in many towns. This 
is a hidden problem; we do 
not know how many childrea 
are Invidved." 

The Home Office’s latest fig- 
ures show that 288 girls under 
1? were eantiosed and a fur- 
ther 177 convicted for solicit- 


ing offences in 1998. Some six 
boys under the age of 18 were 
cautioned for child 
prostitution. 

“Aithou^ the Government 
does not rule out the possibil- 
ity that criminal justice ' 
action may be necessary in 
certain circumstances an in- 
discriminate use of the crimi- 
nal justice system is not ap- 
propriate.” 

But ministers had taken the 
riew that foe criminal law 
played an important role in 
expressing society's view that 
child prwtitutton was not 
acceptable. 

Decriminalisation also 
"risks creating a pe ivei se in- 
centive to 
into prostitution". 

Instead foe welfere agen- 
cies and the ptAioe should 
rega^ those In^ved in pros- 
titution as “children in need, 
who may be suffering, or may 
be likely to suffer, sigEdficaiit 
hann”. The rale c€ the wel- 


KdueatfDn EdNor 


T ony Blair wants to be- 
come more proficient 
on the computer. Wil- 
liam Hague’s priority Is to 
learn more Welsh flrom his 
wife. Fflon. And Paddy 
Ashdown is determined to 
Improve his French to 
allow more flnent comimi- 
nieation with his first 
grandchild, bom last year 
in France. 

Their new year's resoln- 
tiLons were published yes- 
terday by the Campaign for i 
Learning, a government- 
backed charity that Is try- 
ing to increase the nation’s 
appetite for lifelong 
education. 

David Blnnkett, the Edu- 
cation and Employment 
Secret a ry, says be intends 
“to read more non-political 
fiction in the Natio^ Year 
of Reading, as non-fietton is 
so often what politicians 
read an foe ttme”. 

Chris Woodhead, his 
abrasive chief inspector of 
schools, may unleash panic 


Nottingham child 
prostitution initiative 


^lenuwyTW 


1^55, boyasi 


fere agencies should be to 
protect foe children from for- 

foer anri help fo*gn find 
a way out of prwtftution. 

The Home Office minister, 
Paul Boateng, said: “These 
children are utterly desper- 
ate, they are not making a 
free economic or moral 
choloe. Our new guidance is 
intended to enable all agen- 
cies to . . . wotk with and di- 
vert children from this evil 
trade.” 

Ihe Children's Society and 
the National Society for the 
Preve nti on of Cruelty to Chil- 
dren welcomed the new guid- 
ance but said the Govemmeit 
should have dealminalised 
foe role ^ foe child victims. 

The IQegality of child pros- 
titution is sometimes us^ by 
pimps to entr^ phndmn wim 
have become Involved,” said 
an NSFCC spolteswoman. The 
Children's Society said there 
was no excuse for a law which 
punished abused children. 
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Bill Giles: EdBC fbrecasCer 
hopes to learn French 

among foe teaching profes- 
sion with the probably 
tongue-in-cheek sugges- 
tion: *'My new year's learn- 
ing resolution fe to learn to 
be more assertive and 
forthright in all my 

BiU Giles, the BBC 
weather forecaster, will go 
back to school to learn 


Frondi. while ketmlag up 
the line dancing lessons 
with his wife. His coU 
Isagne. Mtchael Fish, has 
an urge to play the drums 
a resolution shared by 
Clare Curtis. MP for 
CruMiy. And Libby Purves. 
the writer and broailcaster. 
wants to Improve her skills 
on foe penny whistle, espe- 
daUy learning how to do 
trills. 

From the corporate 
worid. Sir Bob XbAd. chair- 
man of Sears, promises 
himself to team more about 
Captain Kidd; Sir GoLlu 
Sontbgate. chairman of 
EMI. wants a cooking les- 
son from Yan Kit So, 
author of Chinese cooker)’ 
books: and David Brown, 
chairman of Motorola, in- 
tends to learn to cook foe 
perfect risotto. 

Tbe most common resolu- 
' tioD among MPs is to leam 
bow to use foe Internet. 
But John McDonnell. MP 
for Hayes and BarUngton, 
wants to leam basic Pun- 
jabi 50 be can communicate 
with more of his 
constituents. 
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Th^Guardian Tuesday December 29 199 8 

hMpt^ trusts spending £216 rtiillion a year on agency nurses because so many 

^ 9>“®«en Carter hears frorn workers cm both sidespfttw dn^e about 


BRITAIN 5 

BMA moots 
organ donor 
shake-up 


riilr. 'vr 


Steve Homs, aged 23. is a stt^ 
nurse In the eonmeirycarv unit 

at Princess Margaret Hospital, 
Swindon. 


1 A 1 qualified I was 
%/\f earning £12,500 a 
w V year, and it was a bit 
of a strii^te. But nursing is 
something I have always 
wanted to do. and 1 just hml to 
grin and bear it 

I have been qualified for 
two years and eight tnnnthg 
and 1 earn £14,705 a year as a 
first increment E grade. 

Over the fow years 1 1 
have noticed that there are I 
fewer student niurses b^use I 
of the image problem and the j 
low pay. but the problems in 
Swindon are reflected 
throughout the oountoy. 

• Here the trust is looking to 
cut £900,000 from the nursing 
budget, which 
morale and baa made people 
unsettled because they are 
unsure about job security. 

I am contracted to work a 
S7vi>hour week, but often 
nurses find themselves work- 
ing a 45* to 50-hour week be- 
cause of staff riiortages.' Even 
though we may be tired we 
have to be alert .for patients 
on the coronary care unit 

We use agency nurses hut 
often they have a detrimental 



NuaJa Dunne, aged 26, is a 
managw/or the British Nurs- 
ing Association in London and \ 
twke a month earns extra 
money as an agency nurse. 


OEect OQ the quality of care. It 
is like the blind the 

MiwH — through no friult of 
their o^ as they dm’t know 
the patianfg or the area. 

B^use they wear a dlfier- 
ent uniform, the patients 
know that th^ are different 
and they will coming to us 
about being short-stafibd. It is 
embarrassing when patients 
say things like that becuise 
we are supposed to be earing 
for them anrf imsteaii they 
loolung out for us. 

It is not uncommon for staff 
who are ei>ordiziatmg shifts 


Beyond the time barrier 


Well 


zero, a 


on 


eternity 


For hope of life sometime after 
death, 25 Britons are paying 
£65,000 rtick Hopkins reports 


■s m ICHAEL Corbin 
IV mm opens the door oi 
1% #|the operating 
I \M I theatre, points to 
I w I an pumping 
with flopiv rubber 
tubes and taifca ahout drain- 
ing blood from human bodies. 

The room is cold and has a 
ftfaiia odour, and as Mr Corbin 
points to a vein in his groin to 
wtpiftin a of the proce- 
dure the radio at the bafo- 
room supidier next door is 
playing the Abba song 
Waterloo. 

In a few centuries scientists 
may revere this macabre 
scene in Unit 18 of the Potts 
Marsh industrial estate on 
the outskirts of Eastbourne, 
East Sussex. 

At the moment It seems w 
ttninc»iy place from which to 
challenge the might of mother 
nature. , 

However, it is here that Mr 
Corbin and 24 other Britons 
win attempt to outwit the 
gods and effectively become 
immortal.' . 

When ftiey die their bodie^ 
or in R»ne cases just thev 
haaite will be transfused with 
a glyeerine-bosed “cryoiiro- 
tectant" chemical ^and sus- 
pended in liquid nitrogen at 
iHiwng 196 C until a time wben 
the technolc^ exists for them 

to be thaw^ and revived. 

That, anyway, is the theory. 

In the United States more 
than 100 people have been 
zeOi ineiJuding engineers and 
millionaire businessmen, and 
there have been applications 
to join them fhan 26 coun- 
tries. ' 

The companies that uzer 
the service have been sneered 
at by many in science arm 
medicine, who ~ 

Star Trek fontasy to 
body can-be preserved witt- 
out damaging it and tnen 
brought back to life- 


“What these people are try- 
ing to do has DO scientific 
basis at all.” said David Peg& 
a specialist in body tempera- 
ture biology at York univer- 
sity. ”We know it is possible 
to freeze certain types (^indi- 
vidual cells, but they are 
healthy cells.” 

The procedure, which costs 
£65,000, also raises ethical and 
religious questions. Debate 
on the issue has not really 
started In the UK. probably 
becaivM most people think the 

so forfotehed, and the in- 
dividuals involved so eccen- 
tric. that it is hanfly worth 
the bother. 

But if interest in the tech- 
nique continues to increase, 
cryonics — suspension by : 
freezing — is likely to come 
under the same scrutiny as 

««lnriirtg . 

Cryonics is not new. The , 
were pioneered In the i 
1960s by a physician in Michi- 
pgn , Bob Bttlnger. who wrote 
caUed Prosp^ of 
Immortaltty. . 

He was sure that scientists 
were on the veige OT devising 
a method of foeeziag bodies 
without destroying cdls. and 
speculated that dead neurons 
might one day te repairable 
and revived. 

Several cmnpanles took up 
his etac^enge-fo the 1970s, in- 
cluding the Akor Foundation, 
run hy fred Chamberlain, a 
former engineer at the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, and 
his wife, Linda. 

The company, which is non- 
profit piafcing : has been res- 
^ible for 30 fun body sus- 
pensions. 

• The' Chamberlains recenfty 
flew to Britain from the com- 
pany’s headquarters in 
Scottsdale. Arizona,- to en- 
courage the volunteer work- 
ers at Alcor’s outpost in 


to be frantically ringing 
around looking for nurses to 
cover shortfalls, which Is det- 
rimental to patient care. 

It Is obviously much better 
to have continuity of care so 
nurses hulld up relationships 
with patients, and with col- 
leagues so we learn their 
strengths and weaknesses. 

I feel that things have be- 
come a lot worse in the past 
three or four years, and It is 
very frustrating.. 'Ae trusts 
should be spending money 
lecroiting nnraes Instead of 
relying on agmey staff 


( STOPPED working for the 
National Health Service ' 
only two months ago aft^ 
seeing an advert in the Nurs- 
ing Times for this job as a 
manager. 

1 used to work as a senior 
I s^T nurse at Moorfidds Bye 
' Hospital in London, but I de- , 
I cided that 1 wanted to move ' 
' sideways to gain more mana- 
gerial experience. 

When I started training at 
St bony's Hospital, Padding- 
ton. jobs were quite- difficult 
to come by. But something 
happened idter 1 qualified, 
and between 1993 and 1935 
there was a 0 *adual decline in 
the number of trainee nurses. 

About twice a month I do a 
shift as an agency nurse — 
mostly at MoorCelds Ho^ital 
or at Northwick Park Hospi- 
taL It Is very much on an ad- 
hoc tesia: I just xdione up and 
find oat if there is work 
available. 

It is up to me whether I 
work; 1 am much more in con- 
trol than if 1 was a full-time 
staff nuree. 1 mijoy working at 
Moorfields because it is fam- 




iH»r ground Aud it Is my 
speciality. 

When I work on a general 
medical ward I find it more 
cbaDenging, and I have to 
keep up to date with new 
skills. 

1 earn an extra £S0D-a-year 
through my agency work on 
top of the £17,000 I earn as 
office manager at the BNA. 

When I am working as an 
agency nurse I have to wear a 
white uniform, and jwMAwte 
know that you are different to 
other nurses. I generally find 
that peoi^ and other nurses 


are quite pragmatic about 
agency staff We will tend to 
gri a positive reaction from 
other nursing staff. They are 
so over-worked and under 
stress they are grateful for 
some extra help. 

It is always diffieuit if you 
don't know foe area and we 
very much rely on other 
people to hdp us find our way 
around. 

Agency nurses fill a huge 
shortfall in the NHS. Without 
them many hospitals in Lon- 
don would stmidy not be able 
to continue to operate. 


D octors are to push 
for a change In the 
rules governing 
organ donations to 
enable them automatically to 
remove body parts from 
people who die in hospital. 

. Tbe British Medical Associ- 
ation’s ethics committee has 
agre e d to a “presumed con- 
sent” system, under which 
doctors could remove dead 
patients’ organs nnlesB they 
had “opted out”. 

Under existing legislation, 
or^ns can be taken only if 
patients have “opted in” by 
putting their names on the 
Natioi^ Donor Register or 
signing a donor card, or if rel- 
atives taa've given consenL 
None of these would be 
required under the piuposals. 

They are to be debated at 
the BMA's annual representa- 
tives’ meeting in July and 
could become association pol- 
Icji’. If they are supported, the 
Government, already feced 
with long waiting ILsts for 
transplants, will come under 
pressure to change the law. 

A Department of Heiilth 
spokeswoman said last night 
“We will be looking carefully 
at what the BMA is saying. 
Clearly, we would take seri- 
ous note of its opinions.” 
Michael Wilk^ chairman of 
the ethics committee, said tbe 
issue was being discussed 
now because Britain had be- 
come more altruistic about 
organ donation. One in three 
people carries a donor card, 
compared with one in four in 


1996 and one in five in 1994. In 
tbe past doctors feared that 
legislation would be difficult 
^ to frame, and that a change 
I would lead many potential do- 
nors to opt out and would do 
I more harm than good, 
j But concern over lack of 
I kidney donations, coupled 
I with the cost and discomfort 
of dialysis, has prompted the 
I push for presumed consent. 

, Evidence from Belgium. 

' which recently introduced tbe 
I legislation, points to its suc- 
cess: organ donations have 
I soared, with only 2 per cent of 
I the potation opting out 
I Dr Wilks said relatives of 
I the dead patients would still 
I be consulted, but while their 
' consent was desirable It 
I would not be requi^. “We 
: would hope that with changed 
i legislation there would be a 
presumption in the popula- 
tion at large that w^n we die 
our organs can be used for 
others, so doctors demanding 
their removal would be rare." 

He added: “We think there’s 
enough of on ethical impera- 
tive to push for l^slation for 
pi*esumed consent with two 
caveats: there should be full 
public debate to ensure it 
docs not go ahead without 
considerable public support; 
and there should be e\ ery op- 
portunity for people to opt 
ouL" 

Claims b>' opponents in the 
British Transplant Society 
that presumed consent would 
lead to intensive care units 
being filled with patients kept 
alive for their oigans to be 
used in transplants were in- 
correct said Dr Wilks. 
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See you later ... A cryotechnidan In the Aicor Foundation's operating theatre at Eastbourne, ready fbr the first cUent for preservation 


PHOTOGRAPH: ROGER BAlifflER 


Westham. near Eastbourne, 
and train 17 of its members. 
Including Mr Corbin, in the 
latest frsezizig.technique& 

Maria Camacho, agsA 44, a 
language teacher from Lon- 
don, fe ps^g £35 a month 
towards her deep freeze. “1 
fed much more confident (bat 
the process will work now,” 
sho ssid« 

She is Interested in astrol- 
ogy, reads Arthur C. Caarke. 
ntvi wants to travel to other 


When idle I will 
not have seen ail 
the wonders of the 
galaxy. With this 
1 have a chance’ 


planets in tbe solar systrai 
when she is revived. 

She said her relatives and 
friends foought she was com- 
plete mad and wasting her 
money. “My father was a doc- 
tor. Before he died he told me 
I was crazy. I understand why 
pec^ thfaifc that But I feel I 
was bom into tbe wrong 
generation. 


‘TThen 1 die 1 will not have 
seen all the wonders of tbe 
gala:]^. With this I have a 
chance.” 

'bis Camacho is not likely to 
be the first Briton fo use Ai- 
cor. One tf its elderly mem- 
bers. who does not want to be 
named, has bone cancer, and 
tltf group has been rehears- 
ing tbe procedure for wben be , 
dia. 

Liiti^. this involves gel- 
ting his body released to a 
qualified mortician, who will 
supervise the op^Lion to 
dr^ ^ blood and pump in 
the cryo-protectant e Quid de- 
veloped by scientists working . 
for the Chamberlains to pro - 1 
fr et rpiis against the damage 
caused by expansion during 
freezing. 

Aicor converted an ambu- 
lance, with an ice bath, to 
ferrj’ bodies to tbe East- 
bourne operating tbaatre, but 
it has just bought six portable 
pumps, so theoretic^y the 
tram^sion could be done 
anywhere. 

“It’s important to cool the 
bo(& as quickly as possible,” 
said Mr Corbin, who asked 
for his name to be changed to 
spare his elderly mother from 
any embarrassment. 

Afterwards the body win be 


packed' in dry Ice. put in a 
ziplo^ bag and flown in a 
metal container to Alcor’sUS 
headquarters. 

**ntat's .where be will be 
suspended in liquid nitrogen, 
perhaps for decades,” said Mr 
Corbin. 

The cryonics industry has 
had its ^are oT scandaL One 
US firm went out of business, 
and many of the bodies 
thawed out wben all the 
liquid nitn^en had evapo- 
rated. 

“Very, undignified,” said 
Mr Corbin. “But Aicor res- 
cued some of the patients, in- 
cluding a man who was fro- 
zen 30 i^ears ago.” 

Most of Alcor’s members 
dream of the life that awaits 
them In tbe future. 

Gary Meade, who has just 
been elected to tbe company's 
board of directm?, signed up 
to help him get over a tragedy 
in the past His wife Was fro- 
zen in 1992 after she died. 

“Cryonic suspension offers 
me the only chance of ever 
becomii^ reunited with my 
love.” be said. Mr Corbin has 
his own phOosc^hy. “I would 
rather be frozen than rot in a 
wooden . box or go up in 
names. What the hell ... it's 
got to be worth a try.” 


ire shock 


a body for the de^ freeze. 
■ in foe hope that one day it can be 
bfOugttfbacktoHle 
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6 I INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Vatican draws veil 
over murder case 









John Hooper in Rome on an unresolved mystery 


T he investigation into 
tbe mysterious muF- 
der of the commander 
of the Pope’s body* 
guard and his wife looks set to 
cl^ soon with a decision 
endorsing the official version 
Of events. 

A Vatican oOlclal yesterday 
declined to comment on a 
report that the prosecutor 
examining the deaths would 
recommend that the case be 
shelved. 

"We sb^ give the condu- 
sions when the inquiry is fin- 
ished.” she said. 

The then newly appointed 
commander of the Swiss 
Guardi Captain Alois 
Estermazm. his Venezuelan 
wile, Glads^ Meza Bomero. 
artri a Junior NCO, Lance- 
Coi^ral Cedric Tomay were 
found dead together in the 
commander’s flat on May 4. 

Within hours, Vatican offi- 
cials had anticipated the 
inquiry with an explanation 
su^esting the NCO had com- 
mitted suicide after murder- 
ing the others. His motive was 
said to be revets Estermann 
had ruled that- he should not I 
be awarded an honourable I 


Cedric Tomay being sworn in as a Swiss Guard in Rome 


service decoration, roudndy 
given to Swiss Guards brfore 
they leave the Pope’s service: 

But Che uncharacteristic 
speed with which tbe official 
version was produced 
prompted speculation that the 
Vatican was trying to sweep 
under the carpet an affair 
with sinister r amifinaHona 

The investigation has been 
led by Nicola ncardi. an 
Italian lawyer who holds die 
'Vatican post "promoter of 
justice”. His role is sltnilar to 
that of an investigath:^ prose- 
cutor in the Italian system. 

The Rome daily newspaper 
n Messaggero reported yester- 
day that Mr Ficardi bad fin- 
ished his inquiries. His 
condnsions win be put before 
a Vatican Judge. 

Citing Vatican sources, the 
p«q>er said be had decided to 
recommend the case be 
sheK’ed. It said his report 
would confirm TVtmay 

turned his gon on hirngaif 
after murder^ the others. 

The Judge, •B ianlnig ^ 
Marrone. has the power to 
order further inquiries. But it 
is rare for a prosecutor's con- 
clusions to be rejected, and it 


;eo/ers 


j >»ag been assumed that the 
' judge will endorse Mr 
Picanii’s recommendation. 

Whether the conspiracy 
theories evaporate ‘will 
depend on whether the results I 
of the inquirj' are made pub- 
lic and vdiether they clarify 
the affair’s anomalifts. 

rhirf among these is 
Tjmay’s alleged motne. Some 
former comrades have con- 
firmed that be had a hostile 
relationship with ESstermann. 
But he was about the leave the 
Swiss Guard, and it is bard to 
understand vriiy he should 
care iwung h to kin his supe- 
rioi; let alone his wife. 

The theory that Thmay 
killed to get even sits uneasily 
with a pflgggg** in the letter he 
left for his mother Ife claimed 
to be acting for the sake of the 
other Guards and the Cathcdic 
Church. "1 swore to give my 
life for the Pope and that is 
just what I am doing.” 

His mother has east doubt 
on tbe authmticity of the let- 
tec Miiguette Baudat told a 
Swiss ne w spaper it was 
addressed to her in her 
maiden name, which her son 
never used. 1 
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T3ie late Captain Alois Estermann and his wift Gladys Men Romero, with tite Pope 


Faulty condoms 
hinders Africa’s 
fight against Aids 


Chris MeGraai 
in Johannesburg 

S OUTH AFRICA’S 
efforts to combat the 
fastest growing HTV 
infoctlon rate in tbe 
world have been dealt a 
blow by revelations that 
foreign manofactorers have 
dumped milHoas of defbo- 
tive condoms in the conntisc 
The government's cam- 
paign was further under- 
mined by the morder of an 
Aids activist, who was 
beaten to death by ntigh- 
bours last week for publicly 
admittu^ she was HlV-pos- 
itfve. 

The health ministry bas 
prondBed to cLari^ its pro- 
cedures for buying and test- 
ing - condoms after It was 
found that shipments from 
China aind India were defec- 
tive or had detmorated 
from poor storage. 

More than 4 million con- 
doms were sent back to a 
Calcutta flbrm earlier this 
year after Cape Town pros- 
ti.tntea-'oomj^lained to the. 
aid agsnicy distributing tibe 
contraceptives that many 
bad split during smc. 

Tests revealed that 
ueaziy a quarter of a sam- 
ple batch was defbctxve. 
MDlUons more are beb^ 
returned to a Chinese firm. 

The South African gov- 
ernment, which distributes 
95 per cent of tbe almost 
200 million condoms used 


each year, is to introduce 
regular random 
But Aids activists are call- 
ing for a further tightening 
of procedures. 

Doctors also castigate the 
government for buying only 
one size of condom — 53mm 
wide — nhicb is often too 
large fbr adolescents. 

As in much of the rest of 
Africa, the authorities are 
stmgidiug to persuade men 
to use condoms, and great 
shame still surrounds Aids. 
Health workers fear thattht: 
importation of millions of 
I defective condoms in the 
past decade has under- 
mtned their limited success. 

Gi^a Dlanmd, aged 36, 
firom the KwaMandcnza 
township near Durban, was 
killed neighbours after 
admitting on radio and tele- 
-visiiui dorli^ World Aids 
Day four werfcs ago that 
sbe had the Aids vims. 

According to the United 
Nations, there are about 

1,600 new cases of HTV 
infection in South Africa 
each day. Aver^ie life 
expectancy is expected to 
fall from 50 to 40. 

The deputy pretident 
Thabo Mbeld, said during 
his Christmas broadcast 
that Aids was one of South 
Africa’s greatest concerns. 

He added: “We hav e to 
treat people who have HTV 
with care and siqqwrt, and 
not as if they have an ill- 
ness that is eviL” 
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Observers are sceptical but a shaky ceasefire has taken hold. Chris Bird reports from Belgrade 

More Kosovo monitors promised 


T he International 
community vowed 
to send more 
unarmed observers 
to Kosovo as a truce 
was maintained yesterday 
after four days of dashes. 

But observers deployed by 
the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) said th^ saw Serb 
army and police units moving 

between ^ re gional 
Pristina and the northern 
town Qi PodtUew^ near the 
reomt Oghtlng which left at 
l^st 15 people dead. i 


Ethnic Albanian guerrillas 
of th e K osovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) kept control of 
several gnrro undTng vTTla g a ff , 

Serb offirfaltt aa<H ygg^gj-. 
day that KLA gunmen were > 
reepmslble for the dpafhg gf | 
three ethnic Roma la te on i 
Sunday in the town of | 
Eosovska hOtrovica. The inci- 
dent has not been indepen- 
dently confirmed.' 

“There have been no inci- 
dents reported todaK" Jorgen 
Grunne^ a spokesman for the . 
observer mission, said. 

The iQjA- commander of 


Kosovo's northern region, 
vdio gave his namp as Remi, 
said of the truce: “We win 
stick to it" But he added: “We 
are determlned to stay here. 
and fi^t if necessary” 

The observers’ chief in 
Kos ovo, the US fliplnrmgt 
WQliam Welkec who crossed 
ragged flxazt lines at the week- 
end to urge the two to 
respect the ceasefire, was in 
Vienna yesterday to brief 
OSCE officials. - 
“Wb erei of course, scepti- 
cal all the time [of ceasefire 
s^reements] hut this is put of 


the job." Wolfgang Petzitsch, 
Austria’s ambassador to 
Yugoslavia and the European 
Unionh specif representative 
cm Kosovo, said yesterday 

“The observers’ job is to 
pac^ the situation fiirough 
their sheer presence, throi^h 
their patrolling and so on,” he 
said. 

The OSCE monitoring mis- 
sion was part of an accord i 
fJinrbfld by the 'US TtellranB . 
envoy Richard Hblbrooke, ' 
with Yugodeviah President i 
sinhftdan MDosevjC last I 
Octobec There are now about ' 


600 intematioaal monitors in 
Kosovo. 70 of them British. 

Despite the OSCE express- 
ing cold feet over Its Kosovo 
mission — the largest of its 
type ever fielded by the oi^az^ 
isation — AA: Petritsch said it 
planned to bring the mission 
up to full etrength by the end 
of the month. 

A British diplomat in 
Belgrade confirmed yesterday 
that more British observers 
would make their way to the 
province eaiiy nest we^ to 
Join miarinng in "BoSOm^S 
towns of Pec and Mitrovica. 


Britain has promised about 
IGO observers to the miastm, 
the third-largest contribution 
after Italy and Germany 

Peace talks brokered by the 
British diplomat Christopher 
Hill have got nowhere in 
recent wee^ with neither 
Serbs nor the divided ethnic 
Albanians willing to counte- 
nance any compromise over 
Ebsovo’s status. Any serious 
compromise fitun either side 
WDidd amount to pnimeai sui- 
cidei 

The weekend dashes are In 
some ways a boon for the KLA 


and nationaiiBt Albanian 
politicians, who see the only 
way of Independence 

in the face of massive Serb 
fire power as an intematkmal 
protectorate^ 

Witb the unarmed 
observers already dragged 
into peacekeeping duti^ tte 
ethnic Albanians-appear to be 
halfway there. The observers 
are only mandated to “verify” 
Mr Milosevic'b troop with- 
drawals. not to negotiate 
between heavily armed Serb 
soldiers and ethnic Albanian 
guerrillas. 


Asked if tile OSCE moni- 
tors were poor men's peace- 
keepers, Mr Petritsch said; 
"That would diange the man- 
date, but that is part of the 
mission also, where the 
instruments of controlling 
and implementing the cease- 
fire are being developed as we 
go along. 

"The situatimi is dramatic, 
but we should not overdraz^ 
tlse it as that would pla>’ into 
the hands of the extremists on 
both sides,” Petritsch said. 
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*MadVlad’ 
proposes 
third way 
for sex 
starved 
Russians 
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Tom WhItBhouse In Moscow 


V LADIMIR Zhirinovsky 
Russia’s leading maver- 
ick nationalist politi- 
cian, yesterday undedined his 
reputation for unconveutlozial 
thinking by promising to 
liberate sexually frustrated 
Russians from -American 
“masturbatory h^emony” 
and proposing state-spcmsored 
sex as the answer to the cotm- 
tryh crisis. 

His popularly under threat 
from new nationalist forces 
and his chauvinism increas- 

in g l y thp nor m among RiisBian 

politicians, Mr Zhirinovsky is 
turning to sex in a desperate 
attempt to win back ^port 
among lus key constituency 
— the macho Russian male — 
before pariiamentary Sections 
next yean 

In a new book. The ABC of 
Sex, he complements 
trademaik ranting against tile 
United States* foreign policy 
with an out^km denunda- 
tioncf its sexual mores. 

“Aggressive anti-sexualiUr 
is typical of the state sexual 
poUtio of America. As Am^ 
ica is the sdf^iroclaimed lead- 
er of the modem worid, this is' 
very dangerous and the strug- 
gle against US influence in sex 
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Zhirinovsky on 
the economy: 

‘Russia faces 
the task of building 
a sexually 
oriental^ 
economy. This 
will give us a big 
injection of capital’ 


Montenegrins fear 
protest will lead to 
Serb-backed coup 


Jonathan St e elo 


Zhirinovsky on 
the US: 


M ONTENEGRO’S 
leaders are increas- 
ingly nervous that 
allies of the Yligo- 
slav president, Slobodan 
Milosevic, may mount a 
coup dating next month’s 
anniversary celebrations 
tnaririwg the inauguration 
a year ago of President 
Milo Djukanovic. 

Officials of the opposi- 
tion Socialist Praple*s 
Party (SPP) have 
announced they will mark 
the anniversary on January 
15 with a demonstration. 

The rally might sound 
innocent, except that Mr 
Milosevic stroni^y sup- 
ports Momlr Btdatovic. the 
SPP leaden and appointed 
him as Yugoslavia’s prime 
minister after he lo^ the 
elections in Montenegro. 

Similar protests on the 
day of the inauguration 
last January led to clashes 
in which 40 police were 
Injured. 

Fears that Mr MQlosevic 
would use the disturbances 
to declare a state of emer- 
gency and send in the Yugo- 
slav army abated when It 
became clear that his army 
'chief of staff was against 
intervention. But Mr 
Milosevic has since sacked 
the chief of stof^ prompt-' 
ing renewed fears that this 
■time the army may step in. 

Montenegro is increas- 
ingly at odds with Serbia. 
Mr Djukanovic and his 


‘America is not 
simply a sexually 
backward country, 
but a country 
which practically 
leads a policy of 
sexual terrorism’ 


Zhirinovsky on 
himself: 


The nltra-natlonaUst leader 'VTadimlr Zhirinovsky believes state-sponsored sex is the answer to Russia’s problems 


‘Zhirinovsky is the 
sexual knighltoall 
thegirls of Russia’ 


and sexual ideology is cru- 
cial,*’ he writes. 

He picqposes a “tiiird way” 
between American sexolc^ 
whidibectitidsesforanpha- 
sfeing “getting rather than giv- 
ing eojc^menlf’, and the sterile 
Puritanism of the Soviet oiu. 

'With an the crusading zeal 
of a Sktric Dr Ruth — and : 
describing his hook as the i 
“greatest contribution to sex- ' 
otogy since Freud” — he urges 


Russian men and women to 
increase their sexual output 

and al wmdn n mpry ^piTny 

“The author shows how to 

provide apch v mman with' a 
man. at least one man, prefer- 
ably two, ideally three: a sex 
Inifeht, a husband and a 
youDglovei;"JhewTites. . 

Tm years 2^ a Soviet offi- 
cial insisted during a live tele- 
vision link-tto with the US 
that “tiiere Is no sex in the 


Soviet Union". Now “mad 
Vlad” has come to the rescue. 

Cnaimlng be is omcerned ^ 
the rise in sexual vicdence in 
Ibisaia, Mr Zhlriimvsky sug* 
gests every virgin should tove 
sex with an esperienced maiL 
The man should tboi give her 
a silver ring bouidit from the 
state as a “sexual certificate" 
on which his name is 
inscribed. Because young, 
potentially 'vudeot moi could 


not afford such rings, wonfen 
would benefit 

To relieve stress arnoi^ 
Russia’s beleaguered astrp- 
Hauls he proposes sending 
prostitutes to space. Prosti- 
tutes should also be licensed to 
the army and to prisons. 

^ alM proposes an nffiriai 
role mii^e-aged women in 
defloweriz^ teenage boys. 
“This is the ideal sexual com- 
bination,” he writes. 


The ABC of Sexhasl^eto 
say about the spread of'sexu- 
ally traosmitted diapaspg, 
su^ as Aids, or the continued 
use of abortion as tile primazy 
form c€ birth controL 
But Mr Zhirinovsky has 
other ideas. He proposes blow- 
ing nuclear waste over tiie 
restive Baltic states, and sur- 
rounding Japan with battle- 
ships to make Tokyo give up 
its claim to disputed islands. 


allies resent the isolation 
from the rest of Europe 
that Mr Milosevic’s antaj^ 
nlstic policies have caused. 

Because of Mr Bula- 
tovic’s appointment and Mr 
Milosevic’s refusal to allow 
MPs from Mr Djukanovic’s 
party to take their seats in 
parUament, Monten^ro Is 
refusing to accept federal 
government decisions or 
laws, and is withholdi^ 
tax revenues. 

Its ministers have hinted 
I that they may set np a sepa- 
, rate currency if Serbia su& 
cnmbs to hyper-inflation. 

The fighting in Kosovo, 
which shares a border with 
Montenegro, has further 
soured relations. 

Supporters of indepen- 
dence say Montenegro 
conld make a living fi^m 
tonrism because of its spec- 
tacular Adriatir- rr>a»miii»- 
But at present its land 
borders along the Adriatic 
are not open to holiday- 
makers, because Mr 
Milosevic retains the con- 
stitutional r^t to control 
the federation’s borders. 

“He wants to choke ns. 
we soGfer big economic 
damage," Novak Klllharda. 
Montenegro's deputy prime 
minlstec said. In his vievg 
Mr Milosevic will strike 
hack, at Montenagro^ defi- 
ance. — I - 

“Only when -we have a 
democratic regime in 
Serbia can we harmonise 
OUT relations with Bel- 
grade,” he added. 
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Euro-sceptIcs abandon French National Front 


Paul Webstar Bi Paris 


T housands of sup- 

porters have deserted 
France’s National 
Front, according to the first 
opinion poll since its chal]> 
man, Jean-Marie Le Fen, 
expelled his rival, Bruno 


only at Tesco.. 


M^iret The poll on expect- 
ed voting patterns for the 
European elections in Jane 
showed the far zTghtwtng 
vote had shrunk from 16 
per cent to 14 per cent with- 
in days. 

Bnt the s urvey published 
by the Uberation new^»- 


per indicated that Mr Le 
Pen would have a marked 
lead over the former dele- 
gate-general if they set np 
rival lists of candidates. 

Mr Le Pen had 10 per 
cent and Mr M^ret 4 per 
cent — not enough to re- 
turn an MEP. 


Most of thevoters appear 
to have switched to the 
Euro-sceptic Movement for 
Ftance, whose leader, 
Philippe de Villiets, has 
teamed np with the Ganllist 
former interior minister, 
Charles Pasqua. They have 
9 per cent support. 


News in brief 






Wines leave 
bad taste 






SOME Of Ftance’smostpres- 
tigious wines may have been 
contaminated by pesticides, a 
wine trade association 
acknowledged yesterday. The 
French magazine L’Exinress 
had revealed that the 
pesticides, used to treat wood, 
posed no health hazard but 
produced a corky taste. 

L’Express reported that 
wines from k number 
legkms had been affected. The 
Bordeaux Wine Board said the 
public had not been Informed 
because It was “rriatlvely 
minor". — AfiParis. 


opponent of theland-foi>peace 
agreements with Palestine, 
said yesterday that be is leav- 
ing the Likud party to run for 
prime minlstec 
Benjamin Begin, aged 56, 
served as science minister in 
BlnsQunln Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment, but quit after Mr 
Netanyahu ^reed to pull 
troops out of Hebron in 
January 1997.— AH TWAuui 


A Portrait 
of Provence 


travelling direct 
from Waterloo by 
Eurostar and TQV 


Bhutto kept 
in Pakistan 




Massacre in 
Algeria 
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MUSLIM re'bels cut the 
throats of 15 villagers, inriud- 
ing eight bbildren. In the 
worst massacre in Algeria 
Sims the start Of Ramadan, 
the government said yester- 
day Five villagers were also 
reported funded In the 
Sunday night attack at Zmala 
hamlet in Ain Defla piuviiice. 
—Poaers^ Algiers. 


PAKISTAN’S former prime 
minister Benazir Bhutto said 
yesterday she had been barred 
from leaving the country 
Ms Bhutto was to fly to 
Dubai to see her diildren. her 
lawyer; Faraoq Naek, said. He 
added that last week Ms 
Bhutto had been given her 

passport back and a written 
court order allowing her to 
travel, des^te corruption 
cases pemUi^ against hec — 
Reuters, KarachL 
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Child slaves 
free in Nepal 


...bwt hurry, they won’t be around forever. 
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POLICE raided a carpet fec- 
tory in Nepal and freed d^ns 
(tf* chlldmi, some as young as 
IS ysurs, from forced labour, 
trfficials said yesterday. 

Police said thqy were tipped 
off by workers vrtio bad 
escaped the Kathmandu feo- 
tory . — ReiOerx Eai/imemdiL 


AT LEAST 18 people were 
killed and neariy 100 injured 
when a truck laden wifii deto- 
nators and fuses exploded 
after colliding with a bus in 
eastern China, the official 
Xinhua News Ageacy.sald 
yesterday. The explosion 
occurred as rescuers tried to 
pull people frmn the 
wreckage . — Agency Bei/ing. 
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Begin Junior 
in bid for PM 
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BENJAMIN Begin, the son of 
the former leraeli priine min- 
ister Menaehem Begin and an 


GERMAN chancellor Gerhard 
Sehroeder’s first New Year’s 
address to the natkm will 
debut on the music channd 
MTV in an aft^oon spec^ 
beatiug the country's pnl^ 
stations, MTV said yesterday . 
—Ageneoi Hamdiagi 
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Matthew 
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A s ever as this time of 
yeai; the Diary wishes 

to pay Us respects to 

the police. It be easy 
tbr the subversive, 
Goardian-readins types Mr 
Tony Blair calls “Ihe sneer* 
ers”, to lidlcnle the British 
policeman as a dim-witted 
plod, but this column re- 
mains dedicated to fighting 
lazy stereotyping with sto- 
ries that show onr crime 
fighters as the resonrcefnl 
and intelligent men and 
women we know them to 
be. Below, we celebrate sev- 
eral officers for acts of un- 
usual heroism. To them, 
their fellow nominees for 
the monthly title of PC 
Brains, and to their thou- 
sands of onsong col- 
leagues. we Oder thanks for 
their selfless service in 
1998. and wish them well 
for 1999. 


C ALLED out to investi- 
gate complains fiiat 
someone was trapped 
in a north London house. 
Steve nicEee of Potters Bar 
repeatedly shouted through 
the letter box. This only 
elicited louder banging 
&om within, so PC McEee 
removed a i^dow and en- 
tered the house. His search 
discovered no one, howeven 
and it was at this point that 
PC McEee summoned the 
fire brigade. When even 
their thermal imaging 
equipment tamed up noth- 
In ^ he finally decide to 
knock on the door of the 
nest door neighbour who 
bad made the complaint in 
the first place, and came 
across the neighbour^ 
bored son, aged eight, bang- 
ing on his bedroom waU. 


Mk FTES stopping three 
young men in a 
^^Cortina during a 
speed chedc in 
Bir tningham. Jerry Savage 
asked the driver for his 
name and then instantly ai> 
rested him. “Do-yon know 
how 1 knew you were giving 
false details?* PC Savage 
asked the susp^ bade at 
the station. “The initials on 
your belt say CE,** said the 
constable, ^colting in an- 
other three pipe problem 
swiftly solved, “and the ini- 
tials of the name you. gave 
are DE." “Tbat*s all very 
welL" said the suspect 
courteousljt “but the belt is 
made by Calvin Elein**. 


T he title of PC Brains 
went overseas three 
times this yean most 
notably to the unnamed po- 
lice trainee in Paris who 
was caught cycling the 
wrong way down a one-way 
street When asked vrtiy he 
was Illegally carrying a 
firearm, he calmly ex- 
plained that the area to 
which he was cycling in 
order to buy drugs was un- 
safe. 


. OUBTLESS e^er to 
limpress the senior of- 
ficer he was chauf- 
fenring at the time. West 
Yorkshire traffic cop Paul 
Feather reacted smartly 
when he heard an alarm at 
a nearby fiactoryi He drove 
straight to the scene, and 
on notU^ smoke seeping 
under the foctory doors, 
broke them down, diatged 
in and doused the blaze. It 
was not until the smote 
had ftiUy cleared that PC 
Feather was able to observe 
that he was standing in the 
area setaside by a meat 
company for the smoking of 
its bacon. 


I O officer puts more 
into his work than 
Richard Wstlingof 
the Mnswell Hill 
Conunonity Police Dnit. 
Sergeant Watling, who Is in 
charge of the area’s truan- 
cy patrols, excelled himself 
in the summer by stoppixxg 
one obvious class-bnnter 
oD the street “Now then 
young man,* he asked the 
boy,”what school do you go 
to?” *1 am not a young 
man,** the naughty little 
tyke replied, “I am a ladj: . 
And 1 don’t go to school be- 
cause Fm 38.” 


1^ N reopening a seven 
■ year old murder in- 
1 ^ vestlgation, detec- 
res at Welwyn Garden 
ty centred ^elr efforts 
finding a key witness, 
ppa-Aona Fitter; who 
,d been named by an in- 
rviewee in a taped state- 
int. Miss Fitter 
atinned to evade them, 
wever, one of the 
im suggested they listen 
the tape again. In a 
me of exaggerated ten- 
,n familiar from Prime 
spect, the entire Incl- 
nt room gathered to 
ar the crucial evidence, 
he was horrible, she 
d a fkce like ...* the 
tm heard as the tape 
IS played. “I mean, she 
>ked like Pepperoni 





do want ruthless, adventurous 
-takers in politics. Not worms 


T his has been the year of 
the politiciaa as Fallen 
Man. Heaped upon him 
are expectations of virtue be 
can never meet, and be has 
betrayed them, whether with 
a woman in Washington or 
with a ministerial mortgagee 
in Notting HIU. n is aH terri- 
bly disappointing. The defln- 
bg images of 1998. If you can 
forget Bf^dad bombings and 
&)smran murders and starva- 
tion b Russia and the felling 
of Asian tigers and the widen- 
mg degrees of social mequal- 
ity to be seen in every 
advanced country in the 
wodd, are of vengeance 
wreaked on Icarus. 

The gloating, naturally bas 
been forvid. Are not the 
Augean Stables being scoured 
cleaner? Isn’t the political 
leader beii^ called to account 
for his (hilure as the role- 
model. in matters moral and 
monetary which he is meant 
to be? S^be. By all means, 
let's hold these people to 
account But if moral perfec- 
tion is the standard, soon 
there wiU be no leaders left. 
Tba case that’s forgotten in 
sudi pious lamentations is the 
case for the unvirtuous politi- 
cian. 

The politician as role-model 
is quite a recent inventioiL 
The extension of public 
accountability into every 
cranny of his character was 
not an experience the prede- 
cessors of Clinton and 
Mandelson had to suiCfec 
Great men had weakness 
that bear a close resemUance 
to modem fiailties. yet still 
rose to the pinnacle of estem. 
Was this because the vn^- 
nesses were less gross — or 
because they were regarded 
with a sense of perspective 
^riiieb entirely eludes the 
frantic scourge of the 199to? 

In 1848, the pe nnii^ 
Disraeli borrowed £40,000 ~ 
the equivalent tod^ of 
roughly £2 mHUon — to set 


himarif up with a country 
house. Part of the money was 
sought ftum the Norwich 
Union, but the other two- 
thirds was handed out by the 
Conservative leader's we^thy 
patrons, Lord George and 
Lord Henry Bentinck. Nobody 
seems to have thought any- 
thing of the two-way indebted- 
ness that resulted. Oisra^s 
biographei; Robert Blake, was 
unable to disentangle the 
exact circumstances of the 
loan even a hundred years 
latei; but writes with cer- 
tam^ that the Bentmdlcs 
“never intended to call in the 
money”. This was merely the 
dimax ot a life of notorious 
personal fecklessness with 
money which stni did not bar 
Disraeli from serving two 
terms as Prime Ministei; and. 
beccaning one of the most 
esteemed reformers in his- 
toty 

In 1912, David Lloyd Geoige 
agreed to buy sham in the 
American Marconi Co., hav- 
ing been put in the way of 
them, before they were avail- 
able to the public, by the 
Attomey-GenttaL vriiose 
brother happened to be a 
Marconi director Uoyd 
Geoi^ was Chancellor of the 
Exbhequer at the time, and the 
British Government was a 
nrnning purdiaser of the won- 
ders ot Marconi wireless 
telegrsvhy The shares rose 20 
per cent the day they came on 
the open maikeL 

Such flagrant insider trad- 
ing would now doubtless lead 
to exile fhim even the 
remotest purlieus of civilised 
mb. It cause a serious crisis at 
the time, £ram which, how- 
even Lloyd George was per- 
mitted to extricate himself by 
force at oratory leading to a 
padiamentary vote. 

too, foe surrounding 
static has an dose contempo- 
rary echo. Prime kfinister 
Asquith insisted in tne 
Mamni only "rules 


of prudence”, not “rules of 
obli^tion”. h^ been broken. 
The minister had shown poor 
judgment but was “absolutely 
unstained”. “1 acted foou^t 
lessly I acted carelessly I 
acted mistakenly but I acted 
innocently” pleaded Lloyd 
Geof^ some decades before a 
politician’s trainii^ made 
SDch pseudootmfesskxial 
soundbites seamd natarei 
At that time, you could get a 
hearing for the view that no 
serious person w«it into poli- 
tics to make money There 
wasn’t a senior pecsem on 
either side, Lloyd George said: 
“Who would not in business 
make ten times as much as be 
makes in politics. The men 
who go into pities to make 
money are not pcditicians. 
Men go in, if you like, for 
fame... for amh itipn — a 

sense of duty But for mere 
cupidity never!” And so he 
was forgiven. It was just as 
welL 

H e later became a great 
Prime Minis ter and war 
leaden “Fertiaps the 
public reaction, or la^ of it, 
reflected a true smise of foe 
national interest,” his biogra- 
phei; John Grigg. writes, *'as 
well as a shrewd understand- 
of the ftanty of politi- 
cians.” 

Alongside his financial pec- 
cadilloes, Uoyd George was 
the first foime Minister 
openly to teep a mistress. But 
the British then did not aamn 
poUtical lead^ to oblivion 
for foeir fonure to be perfect 
human beings. Non a little 
latei; did the Americans. 
President Eenne^ was 
allowed, fay the spacious class 
that kn^ about it, to be a ser- 
ial adulterec in which condi> 
tion he nonetheless managed 
foe Caban missile crisis to a 
peaceful end, as wen as inspir- 
ing miiltiftiriss of young id^- 
ists all over foe world. His 
successor; LB^ owner of afor- 


' midalUe array of private 
vices, was indicted for noth- 
ing except the prosecution of 
the Vietnam War. 

Large figures of the past, in 
other words, have been beset 
by human failing s which were 
not relevant to their public 
performance. Their job- 
description was differ^t in 
those days. While seating to 
be admired, they didn’t foink 
much about being loved. 
While needing to be trusted 
for their public Judgment, 
they weren’t requited to lay 
bare their private transac- 
fious, jfiom bedroom to bank 
account, to prove IL Their 
puUic conduct was Just about 
all that roattered, for better or 
for worse. This was a fiarne- 
wofk whidi help^ foe attrac- 
tions of public life to 
outweigh its penalties, and 
resulted for most of this cm^ 
tuxy in foese two countries at 
least, in a feir proportion of 
the bri^test and the best opt- 
ing to become politicians. 

That's no longer so. What 
do I mean by best? Among 
otiier things, risk-takers, and 
people of bold, category-shift- 
ing vision: people wbo can live 
at foe e<tee of the possible: 
ruthless as well as decent peo- 
ple, adventurous as well as 
honest, and revisiemist not 
conformist People with the 
brains to be inventive, and the 
guts to be unpopulac Bon> 
owing a lot of money or slop- 
ing with more than one 
woman, doesn’t disquali^ a 
man from any foose claims 
on onr support It may even 
show be has vrtiat it takes. 
Just so long as we don’t look to 
him to do everything public 
and private, according to rules 
laid down by... by whom? Far 
from raising standards of gov- 
ernment the year of the ger- 
ial Icarus seems far more 
likely to push politics towards 
foe lowest conimon ntdlity 
Thtirsdcgf: TTtereal lesson 
BUlandPettr 


He couldn’t string sentences 
together like Robert Harris 

Adoring 
the rich 



Q ueasy stomadis. 
whidi usually suffer 
during foe Christmas 
holiday have been made mtxdi 
worse this year tv mourning 
for Mandelson. people 
everywhere reflect on foe 
“pmonal tragedy” of a “fine 
and able man” brought down 
what be calls an “errw of 
judgment”, and what the 
Prime Minlrier calls **a mis- 
take”. 

The downfall of 
Mandelson, howevei; is not a 
tragsdy It is a cause for great 
rejoicing. The nne man is 
exposed as a greedy grasping. 
upwaicDy-mobile oourtler. XUs 
behaviour is notan error 
judgment or a mistake. It la 
entirdy In line wifo every- 
thing he and New Labour 
stand foe 

The point about New 
Labour is that it is neither 
new nor Labouc Its central 
doctrine is a very cM one: that 
rich people shoidd be ftee to 
get richer ^ and to run foe 
country Into foe bargain. At 
the beginnii^ cf the century 
the doctrine was challei^ed 
byacombinatiwiof universal 
suffrage and foe Labour Party 
which came into being to rep- 
resent the people who pro- 
dutxd the wealth, but bad 
none of it, or, in the words o£ 
the old Clause Fouz; “to secure 
for the wcaters the full Clrults 
of their industry”. 

This new notion took some 
bard knocks finm successive 
Labour leaders who were Eas- 
cinai^ or frightened by foe 
rich. Somehow it survived, at 
least in name, until NOw 
Labour came along wifo a ver- 
sion Old Li bmulism whose 
fundamental princfole was to 
surrender economic and polit- 
ical power to foe rich. No one 
briieved in this more passion- 
ately than Mandelson. He 
ado^ the ridi and wallowed 
In their wake. He wanted to be 
another Robert Harris, but he 
could not string two sentences 
togethei; so he had to find a 
short cut to the wealth to 
which be was obvtously enti- 
tled. 

What could be more natural 
than to bum a few hundred 
thousand quid off a Labour 
badebeneber whose only 
recognisable merit was the 

mllliftna nf p mindft hft hari 

been left by a female admirei; 
a millionairess called 
Bouigeols? 

If the antics of the ridi 
were confined to foe salons of 
Notting HDL they could be dis- 
missed with amused con- 
tempt. But foe implications 
trickle down. 

Rich peofite boast that foeir 
riches have some connection 
with their ability Not so. Tbe 


vast andtHlty of rich people 
owe their ridies to inheri- 
tance. Most of foose udio have 
become rich in their lifetime 
have successfully gambled on 
the Stock Exchange or 
engaged in boaidroom bully- 
ing. The key to their viealth is 
exploitation, Tb^ have 
secured for foemsdves tbe 
ftdl fruits of other peoples' 
labouc The high point of 
equality in British society 
coincided vtifo tile growth of 
trade union coxiftdenee In the 
1960s and eaziy 1970s. 
Sirallady the hideous 
inequalities of recent years 
have ohly been made possiUe 
by laws against trade unions. 
Mandelson was absurdly 
proud of his recent White 
Palter on Competitiveness, 
whldi tore up a hundred yeaie 
of sodal democratic endeav- 
our. Simultaneously he 
slipped out his plans for tile 
luiotts. If tin rich were to be 
freed from Government Intcr- 
ferenoe, he concluded, unions 
had to be constrained by Gov- 
ernment interference. Thus 
evBi the mfld pitgiosals for 
l^^-eidbrced trade union ' 
recognition, set out in 
Margaret Beckett's White 
Pspn* last yean were watered 
down to nothing by 
Manddstai. Bvm the “rl^t” 
to sadk wotkers who take part 
in k^al sfolkes, a right so 
monrtrously ea^ited against 
impoverished Asian workers 
in foe current Skytfoef dis- 
pute at Heathrow; was rein- 
stated. There is no third way 
If Labour Ministers grovel to 
foe ridt, they must attadc the 
oig^sed woricers and foe 
pooc This is tte New Labour 


The point about 
New Labour is 
that rt is neither 
new nor Labour 


“project” whidi Blair says 
will “go m”. If it does go on, 
the millions who voted 
Labour wifo surik enthusiasm 
last year can look forward to 
notiting but more inequality 
more unioa-bashlag^and 
more corruption. 

THE new DPP, Mr David 
Calvert-Smifo has started 
histermofofOcewithas^- 
nificant change of policy In 
past cases of proved justice 
resulting in heavy prison 
terms for innocent people 

(Birmingham $iz, GuOdfocd 
Four etc) foe DPFs policy has 
been to piFosecute p^ce offi- 
cers for alleged fabrication of 
evidmice. Tliese cases invari- 
ably resulted in acqoittais. 

TheDPPs newpoli^ is not 
to prosecute, llie successftil 
appe^ of the men wroD^ 
convicted of the murder of 
Carl Bridgewater threw up 
the plainest possiUe evidmice 
of police involvement in fak- 
ing a false confession. 

After the usual dday Mr 
Calvert-Smifo announces that 
no one will be prosecuted. 
Surdy the new DPP should 
give himself a new name: 
Director for the Protection of 
Police 


Whatever Hoffmann did wrong, it is absurd to say Pinochet has diplomatic privileges. We should still proceed against him in the New Year 


False immunity 


Geoffrey BIndman 


T he Pinochet case is 
bringang the British 
legal sykem into dis- 
repute, the Lord 
Chancelloc Lord Irvine, 
said yesterday and new 
procures were needed to 
prevent undeclared appar- 
ent conflicts of interest 
among the Law Lords. 

But this is not the only 
Issue. Lord HoBhiann's fail- 
ure to mate a public decla- 
ration at the Pixiochet hear- 
ing of his wen-known links 
to an Amnesty charity can 
now be seen, vrlth the bmie- 
flt of hludsiffot, as a mis- 
take — bnt it was a matter 
of form not substance. No 
one could sensibly believe 
that his oplnioii on the 
legal scope of an ex-head of 
state’s immunity from pros- 
ecution for crimes against 
humanity was infiuenced 
by tbe participation of 
Amnesty In tbe hearing. 

What we can be sure of is 
that be was guided by his 


commitment to the funda- 
mental human rights whidi 
the UK has accepted as 
obligations. That is as it 
should be. The juries are 
increasin^y recctenising 
that human rights are at 
the centre of their task. In 
that light, the decision 
denying PSnochet Immt^- 
ty was plainly correct. Tbe 
new panel of Judges, which 
will hear the appeal in 
Jannazs; should have no 
difficulty in repticatijig it. 

Spain and the UK have 
both signed the CN 
Convention against 

Tortnre.The Tories intro- 
duced the Convention into 
our law in the Criminal 
Justice Act 1988. Section 
134 makes torture, cornet- 
ted anywhere in the woiid 
by a public official of any 
country# a crime. Althou^ 
the ounces with vdueb 
Pinochet is charged oo- 
curred mainly befi^ 1988, 
both the High Court and 
the Lords agreed that the 
parallel between the of- 
fences of torture In Spain 


and the UK was sufficient 
to justly extradition. It 
was cmly on the totally dl^ 
tinct issues of immunity 
that the two Wn gWah courts 
disagreed. 

Pinochets previous vlstts 
to Britein haw largely gone 
unnoticed by the puWc but 
in 1991 and 1994 attempts 
to persuade the Attorney- 
General of the day to take 
action failed. Hiere was 
simply not enough time b^ 
fore tbe bird had flown, 
'niis time tiiat excuse is not 
available. 

Though the human rights 
organisations and victims 

torture would be cont^ 
to see Pinochet tried in 
Spain (or ete e w h ere), the ef- 
fM to mate him answer^ 
able in a British court must 
continue, ffis victims in- 
Gluded Bridsli subjects Dr 
Sheila Cassidy William 
Beausire and Father 
AU^el Woodward. Dr 
Cassidj; thankCUlls; re- 
mains alive. The tete of the 
others has never been firm- 
ly established. Notwlth- 


standing the evidence of 
Finodtefs guilt. the 
Attorney-General, John 

Moms, has continued to 
withhold his to a 

prosecution h^. He msAas 
the aignable claim that he 
cannot consider cases of 
torture befiire section 134 
came into force, bnt there is 
strong evidence of torture 
under Pinochet after that 
date. The Attorney-General 
has not justified Ids unwill- 
ingness to act on that evi- 
dence. 

Only one prosecution has 
been brought under secOon 
134. In September 1997 a 
Sudanese doctor living in 
Dundee, Ahmed Mahqonb* 
was charged _ with tiie 
consent of the Attorney- 
General ~ with coUaborat- 
Ing in torture at a detention 
centre in Sudan which was 
operated by the secret po- 
lice. Coipcidentells 
his trial is due to 
start on January 8 , 
the same day as the 
Pinochet appeal in 
the Lords. The UN 


Convention places an oblig- 
ation OB every state to pros- 
ecute anyone in its territo* 
I ry {gainst whom tiiere is 
isiiffictent evidence. Alter- 
' nativels; that Individual 
must be extradited 
to another coun- 
try willing to 
put him 


on tilaL Tteture is usually 
carried out by governments 
or their agents. There is 
nothing in the Conventfon 
exempting the very people 
most Utely to be respmsi-' 
ble — milltery dictaton 
who have seized and 
maintained 
power by 



extreme vloleDce, ' 
Convention affirms «wgp 
itly the Nuremberg prh 
pie that torture (as i 
other crime agai:^ : 
manxty) cannot be JustU 
because it is (tone under 
orders of a superior offi< 
It would be an absurdity 
the most umisa offleex; 
dietatoi; could claim inu 
Bity 

there is to be any : 
mnnity at all it should 
strictly limited to tte sit 
tions covered by tiie 
Convention, designed to 
move tbe threat of arr 
from government offlei 
Ondnifog heads of ste 
engaged in diplomatic o 
tacts. The difforenee 
opinion in the courts 
Pinochet’s claim to inm 
nlty has revolved entir 
around the interpretati 
of UK law on dlptoms 
immunity yet it Is qu 
ptoin that he hai; no gi 
nine diplomatic status. 


Geoffrey Bindman is Amnestyls 
soUdtor In the Pinochet case 
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;i Kosovo’s war 
is back again 

It’s time for tough action 

TWO MONTHS eailier than predicted, the 
war in Kosovo has return^ to batmt 
Western polipymakers. Those who hoped 
the snows winter would silence the guns 
until early March now have to recognise 
that the old problems are already The 
Yugoslav army has moved into action in a 
north-eastern area of the Serb-run 
province which had sufEiered aimnst qo 
jEL^ting until now Five thousand Kosovo 
Albanians have had to abandon tbeir vil- 
lages and spend the last four days tramping 
through- icy hinaidoa to avoid the 
onslau^t Kosovo Liberation Army 
Ae military wii^ of the pro-indep^dence 
movement, has resumed its tactics of 
amhushing Serb police patrols. 

What prompted -the latest fi ghting is not 
deac Did Yugoslavia’s President Slobodan 
Afilosevic decide to empty a^ destroy a 
new series of strategically jdaoed vilk^es 
while the West’s back was turned durii^ 
Christmas and in the aftetmath of the 
international recriminations over the 
bombing of Iraq? After purging his army 
chief of staff and several other senior offi- 
cers for expressing doubts over his hard- 
line stance on Kosovo, was he teafing the 
reliability of their successors with a view 
to bi^er c^tensives to come? Whatever .the 
reasons, the unexpected npsui^ in war 
has once again demonstrate the flaws in 
the p^ce agreement which the Ameicans 
negotiated with Mr Milosevic in Octobec 
Af^ calling eariier in the summer fbr a 


full withdrawal of his troops and 
the deal allowed Mr Milosevic to keep 
around 15,000 armed man in Kosovo. 
Instead of dispatching a proper force of- 
international peace-keepers, the United 
States and European countries only sought 
permission tor a team-of 2,000 imarm ed 
monitors, — and even this number baa sot 
yet been deployed, partly because Mr 
Milosevic denies them visas. The deal gave 
the-monitors no sanctioiis, other *>ia« the ' 
oounter-productzve threat of withdrawal, if i 
tile Yugoslav side violates the ag reemen ts 
Meanwhile the American effort to mediate 
a loE^-term solution has reached im paaae 
because Belgrade’s datm that the 
Albanians are mer^ one of seven minori- 
ties in Kosovo and cannot have more than a 
. bogus autonomy 

No one imagines the way forward will be 
easy. Althou^ the amount of wiling has 
I not reached Bosnian pr o po rtions, -the 
chances of compromise in Kosovo are more 
elusive than they were'in Bosnia before the 
Dayton agreement of 19^. In Bnaria the 
Serb hardliners-gave political ground once 
the balance of military force started to 
turn against them. In Kosovo thig is not 
likely to happen, since the KLA is no natoh 
for the Yugoslav army and Serb p<dice. Nor 
is there in Kosovo a formula creative 
ambigui^ such as the Dasrton arrangement 
for Bosnia’s theoretical reunification w hila 
preservit^ its practical partition. So the 
only solution in Kosovo, regrettably has to 
be one q£ farce majeure, and that means the 
outside world will have to impose a peace. 
But if it is to be a peace with justice it must 
addr^ the overwhelming vdsh oS ^ 
province’s large Albanian majority to have 
independence and of the dwtodl^ S^b 
minority to have its security and rights 
respect^ 

The only issues to be negotiated ^ould 


‘Is it a sin to believe in 
human rights?’ 

Miriam Karlin, Letters 


be guarantees for the Smh civilians, the 
fimhig of an independmice referendum, 
and whether it can be rtisgnfBftd as auton- 
omy through residual links with 
Ifogt^Iavia for an interim period of years. 
Any international Uneprint short this 
risks falling Uito the tcs^ which "Mr 
Milosevic has laid. He wants the world to 
join him In opposing the KLA just as it has 
until now joined him in ruling indepen- 
dence out 


It could be low interest rates 

WILL THE Government take Britain into 
Europe when the time is ripe or when the 
prices are right? It is a question wortii a^- 
ir^ because of speculation over Labour’s 
to p iihiiBh the EU*s “harmonised” 
inflation tuHpt for the UK on the gamp (jay 
as our own home^un Of itself, simul- 
taneous publication lupans nothing beyond 
saving distribution costs. But it has led to 
reports — denied by the Treasury — that 
Gottion Brown, will soon announce 
Britain’s offiHai adoption the EIU infla- 
tion measure as a gesture of good foitii 
towards Labour’s long-term aiwi of joining 

monptar y nriinrn . 

These reports have been circulatmg- 
shortiy after the International Monetary 
Fund has urged Britain to use tiie 
European index rath er than the ^vem- 
ment-approved RPDt as foe criterion it i 
uses when rhang in g interest rates. The 
main difference between the two measures 
Is that foe UK indpv pTrindpa mortgage 
Interest payments (which makes a big dif- 
ference at the moment) and a few otiier 

thing s Including COUnol tav The 

European index is based on the spending 


! pattern of the whole UK population while | 
the excludes both the expenfoture of 
the very ridh and of poor pensioner house- > 
holds mainly dependent on state benefits, j 
The independ^ Office National 
Statistics still rfalma tha t the RPI “r amaina 
foe best indicator of UK consumer price 
inflation”, tiiou^ it is not at all clear why 
The differences between the two are impor- 
I tant because the European index registers 
, Britain’s inflation rate at only lA p er ce nt 
compsured with 2.5 per cent on the RPCC If 
inflation is ^really” only 1.4 per cent, then 

m thia basis the Rank of 'Rn glanH oOUld 

lower interest rates immediately without 
jeopardising Its own inflation tar^ of 2.5 
percent. 

The Government shouldn’t adopt foe 
euro-index for all purposes because that 
would mean increases in pensions and 
other benefits (which are iiwkpd to the RPI) 
would be rais^ by at least 1 percentage 
point less than they are now This would be 
a big etpenditure saving for foe Treasury 
and foe PSBR, but might Just prompt pen- 
sioners to talm to foe streets — and few 
would blame foem. There is. howevei; no 
reason whatever for Britain to sideline a 
Maastricht agreement to harmonise infla- 
tion counts. Any excuse to cut interest 
rates-to nearer foe lower European levels 
should be seized quickly before foe chance 
goes away 

Punish the thugs 

But not by the backdoor 

RECENT performances by England may 
mean En^ish supporters won’t be travel- 
ling abroad much during the European 
Ch^pionships. But there are growing 
numbers of overseas club games and a lin- 


gering sense ffom France '98 that the pow- 
ers of police and courts to control fans 
intent on foreign misdtief are still not ade- 
quate On foe face of it. that's surprising. 
There's now a shdf of football-related law 
passed since 1980. That it seems to have 
missed its targets probably has less to do 
with the ingenuity of foe hooligaus than 
foe way in which government has time and 
agai n used foe bludgeon of police powers 
to do a job that really should have been 
done by foe clubs and football authorities 
themselves. 

When in November he published his 
review of foe “gaps” in footballing legisla- 
tion, Jack Straw's pattern of thought was 
the same as his Tbry predecessors — throw 
foe book at them. There clearly is a prob- 
lem in what to do about people who use 
football abroad as an occasion to commit 
violence and mayhem, or. at worst, pursue 
racist politics by another means. 'The 
police think they have identified foe trou- 
blemakers and there is public acceptance 
that “house arrest" in Britain is foe way to 
deal with them. The Straw proposals are, 
howeven an affrt)nt to civil ri^ts and could 
clash with foe Human Rights Act They 
mi^t be aiguable provided there is very 
strict monitoring of how the police and 
courts use their powers. But that argument 
should take the proper form: a searching 
parliamentary debate on a government 
measure: 

For a backbench Tory MF — Simon 
Bums — to offer up his private members' 
time for a bill foe (Sovemment wants but 
cannot accommodate could sound like 
admirable bipartisanship. It is also a wa}- 
of circumventing normal processes. Severe 
reductions in civil liberties, however justi- 
fied in the circumstances of this sport, 
ou^t only to be accepted in Aill legislative 
self-consciousness. 
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A word orthree 
over the gate 

H aving assumed those on 
radio pbone-ins egnatiDg 
the non-disdosure of a£373j000 
home loan to LtfdHofflnann'a 

nmfwIw-JoB iiTO nf hi^ affilift . 

tioo to Amnesty toternational 
were the nientalty chal- 
lenged caDers, it was nauseat- 
ing to Qnd the brilliant 
pdttical analystHugo-Ybung ^ 
maidng the same conaparisop 
at toe Old of an oQierwise 
excdlent artide (Camment 
Deoetobtf 24). Is It a sin to 
bdleve in huDian lights? 

Mlrtfliw ITjirHw - 
Loodon. 

R eports of the toll of 
Peter Mandelson did not 
include accounts of dis- 
traught Labour Party 
activists aimlessly ^rendering 
toe streets our cities in 
state of shock, astaen- 
toced branch ofQcials sitting 
silently in the corners d pubs 
over the festive season. Unless 
our grief is brou^it out into 
the open.and£re^ discussed, 
how will we ever cope with 1 1? 
Prof Robert Moore. 
Hdlywetl, Flintshire. 

I AM sure that toe Ramblers 
Association have a good case 
Ibr tbeir “fteedom to roam” 
campaign. They do not 
deserve to succeed on the evi- 
dnoe of your photograph 
(Walkers demand fbeedom to 
roam, December 28). For three 
people simultaneoiisly to 
dimb a gate is as great aJSuec 

pas in rural circtes as eating 
soup with a pudding spoon 
would be at a Netting Hill din- 
ner party Gatesaie to be 
openedand walked throu^ 
not clinibed. If impo^lble to 
open and no alternative route 
is available, tbm dUmb^ singly 
as dose to the hinge as possi- 
Ue. 

Alan WUliams. 

PotttypooL 


The co^ of Christmas 


X ypUR leader ervTs bard 

bpTI tn 

I Deconber 28) rightly 

addrxg es iasiv»K mttt ittuI fhe 

cost Of taistogatomiSy the 
Govemmant's Intervcnhons 
on the wettore to vrack pio- 
gramme^woridngtomfliestax 
credh and socid ezdusian toi- 
I tiatioes-Anotoo* aspect vridfto 
needs to he addresse d is t hat 
toe quoted figure of £2S0 on 
Christmas presents per child is 
only an average — many par- 
ents win not have had the 
means to q>end such a sum. 

Of those who did, many will 
haTOsecioudyindebtedtliein- 
selves in order to provide for 
tbetochOchun. 'Thoae whbDy 
depesudant upeu benefit, low 
waged/part time emidoyzzieDt 
or toeing serious finandal 
pm hipma often find themsetves 
exduded flxan mainstream 
credit and banking tocOities. I 
am a money advice worker and 
in my experience people w£Q 
approach (or already rely on 
on) alternative forms of credit 
ranging fimn toe le^ to the 
— loanfoaxking. 
CoPectioQ of the latter dten 
involves videnoe and tbe with- 
bcddii^ of beneOt hooks. 

You correctly make the 


point that toe Government is 

Intmftii ring p nUrfps wTiteh 
will matep a dtfTpiiMH^ tn fMfnt- 

Ues in work. Part of this 
process needs to be a serious 
study into the need for sodal 
hanking: the provision of 

Iwnklng gAi-u ir»>B In 

which may have little or DO 
caver: aocess'to a bank 
account so that bins and other 

rvimTn1tTTH»ntg mn paid ty 

direct debit; and the pravisioa 
of low-cost loans so that such 
people are enabled to partici- 
pate in activities, such as buy- 
I Ing Christmas presents for toe 
I duldren, which othen take 
for granted. 

Mkzfc Newbury 
North Shields, Tyne & Wean 

T he Government should 
impose a curtow on all TV 
^i^ war ri wmant a fhr ffhndri»n* a 

toys if it wants to'be seen to be 
protecting tbe rl^ts of tomi- 

lies on low Incomes. Their 
failure to rise to the chaflenge 

Tiac airpariy t- iilmifuitari in «n 

irrevocable widenii^ between 
the rich and the poor The 
“must have” slogan places 
insunnountaUe pressure OQ 
an children, IrrespecUvu of 
whether tbeyte wealthy or 


Boys not exactly brought to book 

WAN Brooks's review of toe ] QlmtoGaryOldmaD'aNnBy 
/ Vmm arfgptaHnn nrf m y pla y | Miouth,Brooicsreinazks: 


✓\film adaptation of my play 
The Boys (Hate of toe mo m ept. 
G2. Dectenbtt 11), has only now 
been drawn tony attention. 
otiH I finri in it c^tain refer- 
ences to my writing which 
reQuire clarification. I was not 
inviotved in toe fil m proj ect, 
and sufo was the extent to 
the fibn-makers 

departed Hum toe source work, 
there was not a singieline of 
my dialogue left in toe fihn. 

TTnftH imraMy eomparing the 


film to Gary Oldman’s NEBy 
Mbuth. Brooks remarks: 
“Gordon &aham's dialogue 
boasts none of the crackle of 
Oldman^ Deptford ssga.” 
Given toat it Is /loS my (halogue. 

/wwiriantshmiM 

ajgNxqxiately directed at toe 
sereeiwritm; Steitoen SeweR 
Elsewhere in toe review. 
Brooks remaiks tel “toe p^ 
between director and play- 
wright, a strain reflected In 
toe film's lopsided take on its 
diaracters and scenery”. In 


poon but it is feh more by diS- 
dren fixxn less privileged 

hsirtgr r uiTiria 

Francis Anderson. 

Etruria. Stafis. 

lAMtlredaniearlng tbe 
I whines about poor sales from 
the li^ of Marks and 
Spencer (lifCAS turns to^ 
i&er sales slide, December 
28). They blame everyone but 
themselves for tbeir poor per^ 
foormance. They demand lower 
interest rates, and force sup- 
pliers to source from overseas. 
M&S used to enforce quality, 
by visiting their suppliers and 
iospectiiigtheirfiu^ries. • 
How do they expect to do that 
when the mamifBctorers are 
in Morocco, Pakistan and 
rihlna? 

Simhady if Tesco's sales 
are lower this Christmas it win 
be no surprise. It would appear 
toat they were nure ccQcemed 
about ensoxing that they had 
nothing left on the shelves over 
Christmasthanaboutmaz- 
imisang sales. They were not 
toe only retailers who 
appeared to be following tbe 
stock minimisation pafo 

John Qtchen. 

Burton Idtiznec, Northants. 


contrast to director Rowan 
' Wbods's fine work. Brooks 
I writes: “Graham^ characters 

I fPTTmtn fUfHwg 

sketriiily and uniUlfllled 
torou^ toe rooms as though 
in search of a proper back 
story”. Again, given that toe 
cbaractera speak none of my 
dialogue, nor Inhabit scenes 
shaped tyrayseHrespopkibO- 
ity lies entii^ with screen- 
writer and diiectoc 
Despite toe above com- 
ments, it is a film ladmire. 
Gordon Graham. 
Blrcbgro^ 

New South Wales. 


\Pi>aSch4f-r ld6r\f-\ 

tsj 


JA 




Time for the General to confess 


f OHN Corrie (Letters^ 
vl December 28) asks our sym- 
pathy for tbe plight of “a sad 
si^ old man of 83” not 
aflowed to attend rimreb. He is 
ri^t toat we have a duty to be 

fair anti h iimaw a fO any 

accused. Howevec we also 
hm a duty to uphold Interna- 
tional law And precisdy 
becausePiDocbetwasadicta- 
ton has a country of sanctuary 
to return to, and 8 jet plane on 
standi^ we should take no 
chances. His entonrage win no 
doubt arrange fbr a priestly 
visit, at which I hope he may 
foel like confessing. 

Precisely because (unlike 
those released firom the Maze 
withwhoffiMrCorriectm- 
trastehim^bedidsotpersoin- 
ally commit atrocities but had 


Home front 

\ A /HAT would Bruce Kent 
V V say if his aeighbonr 
(Letters, December 28 ) had 
already been proved to have 
muidered some of his own 
children? What would be say 
in his nei^ibourk shed, toere 
was under coostructlMi a 
weapon aimed at Bruce Kents 


a state apparatus to hide 

hri^inri. lia anil ■Tl lilcuTiim 

should know that they are 
subject to a higher law than 
that which toey make for 
themselves. 

MlkeCadonx. 

Selby ’forks. 

O 0 Pinodiet “reigned over 
Oterror”, he did not actually 
have blood on his own hands. 
Connoisseurs of logical sym- 
metry will be delighted to 
observe that, vriieraas Adolf 

•RjghmanTi’gpjHim nT innn. 
cence was based on the fact 
toat be was only carrying out 
orders. Pinoeb^s now fidlows 
from tte otservatioD be was 
only issuing toem. 

Allan Grimley 
Ludlow; Shropshire. 


house and designed to destroy 
it and everyone in it? Wbuld he 
tdl us we should wait until his 
home was destroyed and bis 
I fomfly dead before we took 
action? Or would be be pleased 
if someone would have tbe 
courage to take action on his 
behalf to secure the safoty of 
bisdiDdren? 

Dick Empson. 

Edwinstowe. Notts. 


Kate Adie says MI6 articles about her in the Spectator are a distortion. But she doesn’t know the half of it 


Licence to quill 



^ fsneg g. was a drunk in 
I the gutter outside tte 
I grkt marzipan cake of 
I toe new headquarters 
building, (flutdiiDig an empV 

Martini botfie to his dbest aw 

aioring loutOy Bond paupd 
for a and shook htat 

but he did not Stic 
Goddammit, everything wte 
to hell this New 
Ete. His mouth ed in a 

grimace. He'd been packiM^ 
his usual week with MonK^ 
the Hnton Head Health K^dro 

when M had called and, sua- 
dttdKeveiytolng sudbedtoo.it 


was an emergency toe great- 
est for 007. Bood 

scowled and walked, head 
hunted forward, across 
VS oxhaU Bridge. 

“Morning James,” said toe 
blonde with tbe silicone domes 
in toe antediambeE 

“Good morning 

Moneyeuro". 

M was younger than be 

remesibered, draped degan^ 
along a ^btid of Leather s(& 
in Sahara Brown with matdir 
ins camel-hair rnahlons. 

007 thank God. 006 is blown ter 

the ruddy press and OOFs on 

honeymoon, we need an acti^ , 

yiitnr of The Spectator at tbe 
double, and you're it” 

hands tvrttched ^ 
the Nicorette pa tc h on 

“But I only read GO, 
sir” be said. M shrugged. ‘TTou 
juft have to sit there, 
remise and uaSke s ure yo u su- 
low our line on Europe. Se^ 

IKD at tbe FO have typkl It (te 

you. We act decisively to 

a te tbe nati onal 

interests when circumstances 
permit Jollysh^d»?“^ 

“But Q was telling me in the 
canteen toat Ihe Spectator is 


fiill of pieces about Johnny 
Foreigner owning to cut oar 
hafia ob;” Bond said dubiously 
“Are yon sore you’re not con- 
fbsmg it with toe New 
statesman?” 

“No, we’re buying that next 
week with a tax rebate from 
the Revenue. Look James, 
don't be so bloody thick, fon’ve 
heard of double UuSb. Tbe 
Spectator is one of those. 
We've made it sing all the 
loonieft tones to make our 
waitingand^eeing look sensi- 
ble by comparison, fodle toe 
ptefoct man for the Job”. 

Two hours, half a grouse and 
a battle of Chatean Leotard ’87 
iat«; Bond pushed tbe 

twnic door of 66 

Doc^bty stre et and peered into 
the datimess of the ban. 
“HbDo?” he said soffly 

hdlo to you too, 
strangei:” The door on his left ' 
had opened suddenly and 
toero stood a meUingly beaut!- 
M moixi-fhced gill in a mini- 
skirt 'TmPetsiyPiishovehthe 
sort of deputy editoc And you 
must be our new hoes, hfr . . . I 
didn’t catch the name when 
fliey phoned.” 


HS p a nsed, niinrt mom- 
teitarity wanfc what tbe 

had hnn tn rall liTTTiwilf V 

“Jobusoo.” be said heavily 


S HE squealed with 
amuseix^nt her ripe 
bosom rippling beneath 
the mauve aoigora of 
her sweeten “Gosh, we're an 
J ahnaa nfi here. Aie you Paul^* 
son? Or Frank's brother? No. 
don't tell me, yoa’re Boris's 
d^^ It’s absolutely super to 
know so much of the fiunily 
rm afrs^ tltey're all oat at the 
minute 'at l ate lunriies wnH 
gfiTffj go there's only little ma, 
and we’re so desperately short 
of copy I was juft about to 
write everything myself. Bat 
rttt sure your bag’s totally 
bulging with wonderful mater- 
ial”. 

Bond^ band rested for a sec- 
ond on her arm shp shiv- 
ered compulsively 
TiSf 5 fiH UP the 'bloody mag- 
azine first,” he said terse^ 
“What do sovL fancy? Martin 
Borman on Oskar Lafoatalne? 
Hlllazy ri]tn*nn *g bedroom 
secret 'wmbm Hague on 

Winston Chorchlll?" 


She was rooting thiDofti the | 
heap of artidee be bad emp- ' 
tied on to the green baize of j 
her_ desk, stjH sgneakmg with | 
excitement “Ooo, Ssmta’s mas- 
terplan to dominate tbe woirid. 
Tbid sounds awfUDy 
Christmassy”. 

He sig'hed. Tf s Santei; my 
deac. Fzinldy Ifound it rather 
tacky” 

“Oh, we’ve got tens of him 
already we just store toem up 
through toe year and dn^ in a 
tew nam^ wb^ we need 
them. 1 say did Slobodan 
Miloeevic really write this pro- 
file of Nicole Sldman?” 

The gold carria^ dock over 
the fireplace strude four 

Bond's sinewy fingers 
drummed on toe baize. “Why 
don't we juft fin up with some 
dd speeches by Cmirad Hiarfr 
and take the rest of toe night 
off? rve a bottle of B^Tiingot- 
'64 on Ice at my Wb could 
have our editorial 
in comfort Who knows what 
surprising fblnga mt ghf pgp 
up?" 

Her blues eyes lodked mlsb 
fly at him and her hand 
stroked tbe pink strh>a of his 


Turnbull and Asser Shirt, the 
sharpness of her nails and pas- 
sim snagging at the smooth- 
ness of tbe Sea Island cotton. 
“TbaFs gorgeous,” she said. 
“My dream of a Bosnian brief- 
ing. 

It had been a night to 
remember, he thought, as the 
first grey light of dawn glim- 
mered through the curtains 
of his Curzon Street apart- 
ment and lingered gently on 
the soft flesh of the gixi iftio 
dept beside and toe 
black satin of his Harvey 
Nkholls duvet If this was 
journalism, who needed a 
licence to kill? 

The minute Nokia mobile he 
kept strapped to his groin 
vibrated insistently It was M. 

“toilliant 007. We’ve never 
seen sudi a shambles of a 
Spectator before. It’s a superb 
bK of sabotage. Stow on earth 
did you pull it off?” 

Bond's idle band traced a 
question maik across tbe tere 
back of toe gid beside bfan- 
“Oh, it was nothing,” be said 
la co nicall y “I wasn’t leaQy 
needed. I juft let toon get cm 
with toii^s as usuaL” 


Tim victiins fbrgcitten again in 
Official history of the froubles 

I WODIJD dispute the asser- I Provisional IRA to a role as 
ItiDnCPtormerlRAdhief who also-rans. The gamble did not 


I WOULD dispute the asser- 
I tion (Ptormer IRA Chief who 

nppfto pri <P<*t»ri»nlQm riipft wf 

75, December 29 that Cathal 
Gouldtog brought the Official 
IRA to its permanent cease- 
fire in 1972 “after it shot dead 
WUliam Best of Ihe Royal 
Irish Rangers”. With tbe 
utmost respect to the memory 
of Ranger Best, it was wide^ 
understood at tbe time that 
toe OJOlA's demise was as a 
result of tbe disastrous (for all 
I concerned) bombing of an 
officers' mess in Aldershot on 
February 22, 1972. 

The buOding served bead- 
quarters staff of file then 16 
^radnite Brigade and tbe 
purpose of toe OIRA attadc 
vras always said to be as a 
reprisal for toe Bloody Sunday 
incident three weeks eadite’ in 
Londonderry when Paras from 
tbe brigade opened fire <Hi a 
crowd, kflling 13 czvflians. 

It was thought a bombiite at 
toe heart of toe Paras' besne, 
would have done much to re- 
establish tbe OIRA'as top dogs 
in the republican hierarchy 
rdegating toe then upstart 


Provistonal IRA to a role as 
also-rans. The gamble did not 
pay off The bungled bombing 
left a death toll of five civilian 
woman cleaners, a gar- 
dener and a Roman Cafbolic 
padre. Three men virere later 
tried and convicted for toe 
incident 

As the first journalist on 
toe scene, one of my lagting 
impressions is of my call to 
the OntA press office in 
Dublin for a reaction. Tbe 
spokeswoman was adamant — 
despite my assurances I had 
been ^newitness to tbe imme- 
diate aftermath of tbe bomb 
— that tbe only victims were 
“12 Parachute Regiment offi- 
cers" .Then, as now the real vic- 
tims have been forgotten in tbe 
rhetoric of tbe Irito tragedy 
Mike Starke. 

Cbale Green, Isle of WighL 

We do not publish letteis where 
only an e-meil address is 
suF^ied; please indude a full 
po^ address. We may edit 
letters: shorter ones are more 
likely to appear, nease prot^ a 
refafenoe to the relevant artide. 
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Frank Williamson 


A force 


for 


good 


police 


I f ever there was an exam- 
pie of a man betrayed by 
his job, it was that of 
Frank Willianison. who 
has died aged 81. In 1969, 
then one of Her Majesty's 
Inspectors of Constabulanc 
he was appointed to investi- 
gate corruption at Scotland 
Yard following aHegations in 
the Times that detectives on 
one of the country’s regional 
crime squads had been caught 
taking bribes. 

In the context of police cor- 
ruption, the specific episode 
revealed by the newspaper 
was relatively slight But it 
came at a time of growing 
concern about the unscrupu- 
lous methods employed 
within a number of Scotland 
Yard’s specialist squads, and 
led directly to the exposure of 
the biggest corruptioa scan- 
dal ever to engulf the 
Metropolitan Police. By the 
time the dust settied more 
than a dozen ofQcers - includ- 
ing two commanders - had 
been jailed for up to 12 years, 
more than 400 officers, a quar- 
ter of the London detective 
force, had taken early retire- 
ment, the Met had been forced 
to accept Robert Mark as its 
first outside commissioner, 
and a new department, AlO, 
bad been put in place with the 
specific role of hunting down 
corrupt policemen. 

Williamson knew the scale 
of the problem when his 
inquiry began. But the con- 
straints placed on him by offi- 
cialdom prevented him &om 
foUowing through his work 
and led eventually to his pre- 
mature resignation. Hie glory 
of success passed to his for- 
mer coOeague, Mark. 

The difficulty was evident 
ftom the beginziing. Called in 
by the then Home Secretary 
James naiiaghan Williamson 
wrongly believed tbat he 
would have some powers in 
his invest^ation. But bis ini- 
tial interview with Callaghan 
was in the presence o£ two 
other senior officers. 

Years later he would recall. 
"V Fd had Jim Callaghan on 
my own, I think we would 
have made a dramatic dffiier- 
ence to the inquiry, but not 
with them present because 
they were f(^ing [the Civil 
Service] with nothing more 
than lies, which had been fed 


up to them from high up in 
the cro.” 

Once installed at Scotland 
Yard, Williamson found him- 
self thwarted at every turn by 
corrupt officers intent on 
maintainin g the StatUS qua 
Documents and notebooks 
went missing and there were 
leaks to suspect officers. Some 
of Williamson's Imy aides 
turned out to be corrupt them- 
selves. such as Det Supt Bill 
Moody who nearly a decade 
later was jailed for taking 
bribes in his role as head | 
the Obscene Publications 
Squad. 

None of this surprised 
Williamson, who shared with 
his father John, a one-time 
chief constable of North- 
ampton, the widespread 
provincial suspicion of I 
London police methods. A tall, 
spare man, he was educated at 
H'orthampton Grammar 
School and then joined the 
Manchester City Police on the 
beat in 1936. 

During the war he served 
with the Northamptonshire 
Regiment and later virith the 
Military Police, becoming a 
captain. Retumii^ to the 
police post-war, he became a 
sergeant in 1953. From then 
on promotion was rapid, and 
in 1958 he became a detective 
superintendent in Man- 
chester; leaving to go to 
Carlisle In 1961 as chi^ con- 
stable. In 1977 he left what had 
become the Comberiand force 
to become a national 
Inspector of Constabulary. He 
wron^y thought this was a 
position &t>m which he could 
diange things for the better: 

Always outspoken, he was 
never of the coterie of i 
sdf-serving senior officers. 
Once at a conferaice on the 
whereabouts Manchester 
prctfbssional criminals he said 
that they all lived in 
BlaclqK)oL When challen^ 
he said this, he replied. 
“Because they bloody well do”. 

It was nearly a week after 
the Times aUegatioos 
appeared before WDUamson 
was called, in and he told 
Callaghan it was already too 
lata On being asked vtiiy he 
responded. **If they were going 
to do any dam^e theyll have 
done it P^rs and records 
wiU have been destroyed and 
the whole thing will be blown 



wiiiiflmgnn . . . to the end he remained a beacon of integrit}’ to good police ofScers 


wide opetL" He was right 
Officers involved had known of 
the allegations against them 
before the edition of the 
paper hit the streets and had 
acted according 

During the investigation, 
WUliamson. vrtto was almost 
reduced to the status of 
observet was ostracised by 
servile cheers. Leonard 
“Nipper” Read, who went m to 
arrest the Krays, remembers 
meeting him at a public house 
ratter than at Sratland Yard, 
v^ere Williamson was persona 
non gmta. To avoid spying 
eyes and reporting mouths, 
Williamson had to meet Robert 
Mark secretly near Sandown 
Parte racecourse. 

WilLiamsOD’s prranature 
resignation cost him dear, and 
he remained for some years 
bittec But as a deeply reli- 
gious man he nevertheless 
always believed in the basic 
good of the police force “The 
relationship between pdlce 
and the public should be 
based on the norm of day-to- 
day contacts. People still coma 
to the police when they oasd 


help - the dog is lost, or the 
ki£ are late, or they need a 
doctor or a plumber - and 
should that ever change the 
rift between police and public 
would be absolute and 
irreparable.* 

In December 1971 be 
become head of security for 
the Co-operatiye Wholesale 
Society Later he was head of 
security for ICI, retiring in the 
eady 1980s to tend his immac- 
ulately kept garden. In which 
task he was supervised by his 
wife, Margaret, vrtiom be mar- 
ried in 1943. He was fond of all 
sports, particulaily rugby • in 
his youth he had plsyed for 
Northampton. In recent years 
his health deteriorated as be 
suffered progres^ely from 
Parkinson's disease, which he 
foi^t with both courage and 
dignity He was immensely 
proud of his dau^teu Helen, 
who became a solicitor and 
was appointed a circuit judge. 
She survives him as does his 
wife and his two granddaugh- 
ters Elizabeth and Katie. 

Portrayed in the awardrwin- 
nix^ BBC series Our Friends /h 


Anne Benewick 


Putting the left on the map 


T he editor and pub- 
lisher Anne Benewick, 
who has died aged 61, 
edited and produced 
Pluto Press’s innovative cui> 
rent affoirs atlases, the first of 
which was State QT The 
Worid Atias. She was also in 
the eariy 1970s one of the 
founders of Pluto, the radical 
London publishing bouse. 
Most recently she became the 
coKiwner and the driving 
force behind Myriad Editions. 

In htf student days Anne 
was an active memb^ of the 
Liberal Party She was much 
affected by events in Hull, 
where she lived In the mid- 
1960s. There were the trawler 
disasters and the ensuing 
i^mpaig n , and the student 
occuEMttion of Hun University 
In the «o1y 1970s, Anne was 
one of the small group of 
independent socialists eiio 
set up Pluto Press. The aim 
was to create a new literature 
of oppositim In reaction to a 
western worid of excess and 
the l^etnam war end a totali- 
tarian eastern of repres- 
sion in Hungary and 
PlutO WaS 
bom of the events which bad 
shaped Anne’s views. 

7^ airiiie Anne had 
acquired as a senior academic 



Anne remained 
essentially a 
. } 1960s person, 
believing that 
the good of all 
was necessary 
and possible. 
The austerity 
and right- 
mindedness 
of being 
bron^tnpby 
herUnltarSan 
grandparents 
left its traces 
In her practical 
approach to 
the world 


llbrarten, her gift for tedmi- 
cal editing, for solving prob- 
lems. and her sheer hard work 
were amongst Pluto’s greatest 
assets. She was central in 
developing the Huto list She 
took on production and editor- 
ial management, but eventu- 
ally devoted all her ttma to 
editing aj^ producing the 
Pluto atlases. Using colourfbl 
maps and graphics these 


books made politics and eco- 
nomics accessible to a new 
audience. Anne was raised 
during the second wortd war 
by her Unitarian grandpar- 
ents and the austerity and 
ri^t-mindqdness of that envi- 
ronment left its traces in ter 
practical approach. 

It was in 1993 that she set up 
Myriad with Judith Mackay 
She brought out new editions 


of established atlases on the 
environment, health, women 
and war as well as expanding 
the list with new tevioS 
atlases, most recently 77ie 
State cy 77ie Future Atlas. 

Anne rem^ed a 1960s per- 
son, bdievlDg that the good 
an was necessary and possible. 
She chaired the trustees the 
charity the Directory cf Social 
Change. Last May the cancer 
ahlch she had held at bay for IS 
years reasserted ttselt She 
fhugtit back formidably 
retaining her keen interest in 
her ftiends and in all that was 
going on around hec Despite 
the Physical pain she continue 
to work witii her hnsband Bc^ 
anri Stephanie Tv^ naM, on thaif 
conulhored project, The State 
QfChina. 

Anne leaves Bob. her com- 
panion, colleague, friend and 
great love of 38 years. She is 
survived by her mothec her 
sistei; her brothec and by all 
the friends nurtured so gener- 
ous by the warmth she and 
Bob provided. We shall never 
cease to miss hen 


NkiaKidron 


Anne Benewlok, puUrsher and 
editor, bom December 27. 
1937; died December 8,1998 


The A'onh, he remained to the 
end a beactm of integrity to 
good pcAice officers - induding 
scane senio' mmubers of AlO > 

and to journalists dt p gin ^ 

around in the muxky wortd of 
pdiee corruptimi. He is 
recalled by <ae former col- 
lee^e as “probably tiie best 
and frurest boss Fve ever 
known and certainly one d* the 
best coppers in the country”. 

If people had listened to 
WUliamson and his recom- 
mendations in 1971, them per- 
haps the Metropolitan Police 
would not now he facit^ the 
large inquiry into corruption 
it does in 1998. 


James Morton 
and John Shiiley 


Frank Edgar IMUiamson, pdice 
officer, bom February 27, 1917^ 
efied December 25. 1998 


Anatoli Rybakov 


The literary voice 
of Stalin’s children 



A natoli Rybakov 

who has died aged 87. 
was not a great wrltec 
but in 1987. when his 
novel Children Of The Arbat 
appeared in the Soviet Union, 
he became the literary symlxd 
of the glasnost era. The novel, 
a chronide of a group of 
young people living in central 
Moscow in 1934, was com- 
pared to War And Peace \xk Its 
hi^rical sween mid to One 

Dqy In The Of Ivan 
Dmisoakh in its subject ma^ 
tec It sold more thiui a mfllion 
copies to Soviet citizens eager 
to read a fictionalised, non- 
heroic and truthful account of 
their recent histooi When it 
appeared abroad a srear laten 
western critics saw it as 
another Dr Zhivago, albeit 
without Pasternak’s poetic 
lyrmism. 

Althoi^ It was written 
more in the s:^le of a block- 
bnstei; and the characters 
toided to the one-dimen- 
sional, Children Of The Arbat 
was a politically and histori- 
cally signifieant bode. As the 
poet Ybvgeny Ybvtushenko 
wrote: *After this, it will be 
impossible to have the same 
history books in our libraries 
andsdiools.” 

Anatoli Hybakov was bom 
into a Jewish fomily in 
Chemigoi; in Ukraine, the 
S(Ri (tf an engineec The ihmUy 
moved to Moscow and settled 
in the Arbat, and Rybakov; 
like Sasha Pankratov the hero 
of Children Of The Arbat, 
studied engineering, joined 
the Komsomol > the Young 
Gonununists - and mixed with 
the capital’s growing commu- 
nist dite. However; in 1933, 
Rybakov; though still a stu- 
dent was arrested and sen- 
tenced to three years' exile In 
a Siberian labour camp. Like 
many other camp inmates he 
hari dmie nabbing criminal, 
and was perhaps more fortu- 
nate than other Soviet citizens 
who, arrested a cou^ of 
years later at the hei^t (tf 
Stalin’s Thfror, were shot 
rather than sent to the Gulag. 

During the secemd world 
war he saved In tiie Red 
Army becoming a tank com- 
mandec After the war he 
worked as a truck driver and 
b^an voting diUdken^ sto- 
ries in his spare tim& His first 
book, Sbrtik (The Dagger), a 
story cf wartime heroism, 
was published in 1948. It 
became an immediate success, 
was turned Into a popular film 
and, it was said, was greatly 
admired by S talin In 1951. 
hayli^ written several more 
chtldiTO’s books and a novel 


about hls experience driving 
lorries, Rybakov was awarded 
the Stalin Prize. 

He became one of the 
Soviet Xinion's literary dite, 
with a flat in the centre of 
Moscow and a dacha in 
Fereddklno. the wrlteris 
ede^ but it was another 28 
years before Ssfoakov pub- 
lished anything' of literary 
significance. He corniced an 
initial draft of ChUdrm Qf 
The Arbat in 1956. but even at 
the height of the then Soviet 
leadw Nikita Khrushdiev’S 
ihaw - and hi file aftermatii 
his denunciatioD of Stolin M 
the SOtii party congress In 1956 
- swfo a bold and uncompro- 
mising pmrurayal of Stalin’s 
Soviet Dnitm, set among 
gulag inmates, duplicitous 
Kooiomol members and 
malevolent secret policemen, 
was uzdlkdy to be published 

In Rybakov sent the 
novd to a literary journal It 
was rdUsed. In 1978 aftw the 
puUication of Heavy Sand, a 
novd he sd in occupied 
Ukraine and tiie first to deal 
with tire fide of Ukrainian 
Jews under the Nazis, he failed 
once ntore to get tMldren Cf 
77te Arbor publlsted. 


D espite the imposs- 
ibmty of getting his 
novd published under 
Leonid Brezhnev’s 
regime, Rybakov did not get 
the bo(^ smuggled abroad or 
circulate it in atmisdat form. 
His patience and belief In the 
communist system paid oft In 
1986, when Children Qf The 
Arboi was Sdit to the Journal 
Druzhba Narodoi; it Ctt^ 
current political thinking 
perfectly Rybakov was a 
respected, official authoc His 
nov^ though revelatory and 
shocking In dealing with the 
events that led to the death of 
the communist leader Kirov 


In 1934 and the beginnlijg of 
the Terroc laid all the Uame 
for the purges of the 1930s on 
Stalin. x«[ke his hero 
Pankratou Rybakov believed 
that tile communist system 
could be redeemed. Only 
Stalin, portrayed In the novel 
as a vindinctlve, para- 
noid lft& Niquleon. was 
responsible for perverting 
Lenin's revolutionary ideals: 
Rybalwv^ refusal to con- 
demn 70 years of Bolshevik 
rule outright led to criticism 
of bis timidity both from 
wi thin the. Soviet Union ami 
abroad. However, the book 
was a bestsdler and t^ned 
up a debate on Stalin’s legacy 
among ordinary Soviet citi- 
teas. Rytejsoi; UmselL never 
riafawad to be another 
Soldienitsyn or Pasternak but 
was proud that Chlidren Cf 
The Arbat pioneered literary 
openness vrithln the SovM 
Union. 

In 199S be published Fear, 
the second part of the trOt^ 
and Dust and Asftes in 1996, 
which' Pankratov and 
foe other chfldren of foe 
Arbat up to the middle of the 
second wortd wan Times bad 
rhangaH , howevcj; and 
Rybakov’s portrayals of Stalin 
Stalinism no longer 
attracted much critical atten- 
tion and did not make tbe 
bests^r lists. 

After the collapse of the 
Soviet Uiuon, Rybakov 
divided his time between New 
York and Moscow. He was .“dso 
an active member of the 
Russian Pen Club. He is sur- 
vived by Tatiana, his second 
wife, and two sons from his 
firrtmarris^e. 


Iiolmi Montgomaiy • 


AnatoG Ryb^cov, writer, bom 
Janu^ 14. 191 1: ded Decem- 
ber 23. 1998 



Rybakov ... ptoneering literary freedom In the Soviet Uhiim 
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A Country Diary 


BLACEMORE VALE. The six- 
arched bridge that leads 
across foe Stour Into 
Sturminster Newton was 
widened in the lltii century 
no doubt to cope with an 
increase In traffic due to foe 
growing success of the mar- 
ket whirii bad operated inthe 
town since 1332. A reoeat com- 
mentator describes “Stur” as 
“pretty but sleepy every dv 
except Monday when there is 
a hi^ cattle marttet and the 
streets are awash with loxnes 
and formers”. . 

Now it is sleepy on Mbnd^ 
toa The TJfracre market site is 
a desolate slope of r ough 
grass beside a hau-heartn 
industrial estate since the 
market's ownte' decided to 
sell There are two schemes 


btfore the local authority One 
Is for a supermarttet with 
associated car-partk and a 
block of flats. The other is for 
an ecology centre and is the 
idea of a group of 15 local peo- 
ide whose concern for planet 
and community Is under- 
pinned l^ hard-beaded practi- 
cality 

Adjoinii^ Statimi Road 
would be a meeting place and 
performance spaca There 
would be shops and a pannier 
mai^et, an ecology exUbition 
centre, new hail and library 
for foe town, and demonstra- 
tion areas where ecologlcally- 
sound building and 
agricultural' procedures 
would be shown (one manur 
focturer has already shown an 
interest). The ecology centre 


itself designed and built to 
exemplify the best eneigy-sav- 
Log techniques, would oSbr 
both indoor and outdoor 
spaces, where schools and uni- 
versities, as well as builds 
and producers, could study 
and develop ideas..Sources of 
fondiog bave been carefully 
examined throughout the 
development of the 
and so has sustainability in 
terms of the centre's capacity 
to attract fees from users and 
bring renewed prosperify to 
the town. 

An independent survey 
showed 77 per cent of the pop- 
ulation forourlng community 
use for the site and 60 per cent 
sympathetic with “green” 
aigoments. 

JOHNVALUNS 


Birthdays 


for Saxmiel Brittan, eco- 
nomic commoitatoi; ' 65; 
Bernard Cribbins, actor, 70; 
Ann DemenlemeesteR fiishr 
ion destenen 3^ Marianne 
FaithfoU. slngte'. 82; Andrew 
Roster; contronen Audit 
Commission Local 

Aotborities and the NHS, 54; 
Sir Simon Hombj; president 
Royal HorticultuTal Sorietx 
64; Terry Lewis, Labour MR 
63; Mary lyier Moore, televi- 
sion executive and actress, 62; 
Rosalind Preston, former 
president NaUmtel Council of 
Women, ^ Peter Robinson. 
Dtenocratic Unionist MP, 50; 
Alan Rosbri^i^ editot the 
Guardian, 45; Rt Rev Mark 
Santen Bishop of 
Birmingham, GS; Jon Voight 
actor; 60. 
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The single currency 


FINANCE AND ECONOMICS 1 1 1 

‘People are more worried 
about the end of duty- 
free, they hate burgundy 
covers on their passports’ 

Ferry worker 
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Euroland must . 
confront two 
challenges, 
unemployment 
and debt. The 
solution is 
policies geared 
to growth, says 
Lany Elliott 


Biting 
at the 
heels 
of the 
top dog 

W SLCOMStotbe I able to ftmd ita hi|^ and ri 
United States (tf ing current account deOcA 
Europe, in the- 1 the cheap, 
ory at least Moreover Alan feeenspf 
After years is. by general consent theca 


m am wsLCOMStotbe 
EB United States (tf 
WflBv Europe, in the* 
■■ ory at least 
Wm After years 
p lanning , 11 countries will 
from neat wei^ have (me num- 
etary p()li(^ one interest rate 
and one endiange rate. Taxes 
and spendii^ will stfll varR 
but the natians of Euroland 
will'Stand ortentogethec 
Ctunparisons with America 
are not fanctfoL OhviouslK 
the US and Europe are both 
ririi. devctopedTr^hma wtiJi' 
similai^slzed populatlonsi 
bJ^ per<apita gross domes- 
tic production and vast inter- 
nal single mariEebs. But the 
comparisons do not end there. 

The European Union's 
share of worid output is virtu- 
ally the same as America's, 
around 20 per cent and it 
takes the same slice of global 
eicpart maxkets — about 15 per 
cent Trade as a proportion of 
GDP is 8 per cent in Ore BU; as 
it is in the US. 

Put simply Euroland wants 
to rival the US as the woiid’s 
praaminent economic super* 
power by reaping the bmidits 
of economies oS scale. Ten 
years ago, such an idea would 
have been untenable. In the 
late 1960s the US was in the 
economic doldrums, with its 
smokestack industries in 
deciine and a general sense 
that the country was fighting 
a losing battle with the emerg- 
ing nations of the Far East 
A decade on, die US has 
regained its positicm as top 
Its companies lead the 
way in the sunrise Industxles 
of biotedinology and infor- 
mation technology unemploy- 
ment has faUen to bdow 5 per 
cent and the economy has 
e^yed Its longest post-war 
peri^ of growth. 

For Europe, the 1990s have 
he^ disappointing. Gron^ 
has been slower dian in the 
US and unempl<vment higher 
Productivity growth has been 
faster than in the US. largely 
because America's more flexi- 
ble market has created many 
low^kiHed, low-paid jobs. 

The US has other advan- 
tages. Fbr the last 50 years, Qie 
dollar been unrivalled as 
the world’s reserve currency 
The Ihet ^at every nation has 
hstij tQ iioid Ae gremibacA has 
meant that America has been 
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able to frmd ita high and ris- 
ing current account dtiOcit on 
the cheap. 

Moreover Alan (^xmispan 
is, by general consent, the cen- 
tred banker's central 
Under his sway the Federal 
Beserve's influence and <xedi- 
bility is unrivalled. 

None of this Ifipjms that 
Eundand is doomed to play 
second fiddle to the US. But it 
does show ttwit there are sig- 
nfficant pidic? chaHenges to 
be overcome before Euit^ 
•win teidy r^sH. Ametlctf s<«c6- 
nomlc hegemony - 

Europe’s two big probitems ' 
are high levris of- unemploy- 
ment— U-per cent on average 
in 1998 — and'ezplodh^ pub- 
lic debt In reaBty these are 
two sides of the same prob- 
lem: slow growth. 

Between 1950 and 1979, per- 

captta incomes in ^est 
Germany rose by '4£ per cent 
a year, transforming it into 
one. of the . three biggest 
eccmomies in the worid. It^s 
performance was just as 
impressive^ with livhig stan- 
dards rising by 4.8 par cent a 
year; while Fiance's GDP per 
head rose by 3.8 per cent a 
year The UK lagged behind, 
with percapita . growth rates 
rising tv 2.3 per cent a yean 

But since 1979, the picture 
has rhangad dramatically 
West Germans percapim 
incomes have increased by 
only L5 per cent a year and 
France’s by a paltry 12 per 
cent Both have been out- 
stripped by Britain's 1.7 per 
cent growth rate, vrtiidi has 
bemi the same as Italy's.. - 

Christopher AIlsop and 
David Vines, wzittog In the 
Oxford Review of Economic 
Policy say the size of 
ESuK&nd's econ<aay and its 
relatively pnvQition of 
external -trade as a proportion 

GDP means that ‘'macro- 
econoznlc policy and espe- 
cially monetary policy is 
likely to be much more ori- 
owtfld towards the dmnestlc 
y;onrawy flwi less towaids the 

exchange rate than has 

been the case in individual 
European countries". 

But AUsop and Vines sbess 
that the analogy with the US 
ah n ul d not be overstated. 
First, European labour mar- 
kets are relatively inflexlhlp, 
*7kl6biUty within and between 


Little EnglancJ lives on at le hypermarche 


PaiifckCollinson in Calais finds 
sc3Tt enthusiasm among Channel 
hoppers and the boozecmisers 


T BOB retired RAF pilot 
in bis seventies says 
he speaks for his 
gexmration, "We got 
conned . on decbnaBsation 
and the same's going to 
happen with the euro." 
Then he happily pops an- 
other item into his super- 
maxhet trolley In Cite 
Europe, the huge dioiqpilng 
centra next to the 
EuTOtnhnel entrance. 

Twenty TniTHon British ^ 
holideymakers and boose- 
cmlsers' pour through 
Calais every year and 
Enroscoptic or not, titey 
win have to start cozuizig to 
terms with the euro very 
soon. 

From January 1 shops 
across the 11 Euroland 
countries will beedn die- 
playing prices in euro and 


countries is low and prices 
mwsar relatively . rigid”. 
Second. Europe's fiscal 
reghne bears "Utae resmt 
Uance to the US, where fed- 
eral stabilisers are 
important". Third, financial 
flows are diCferent, with the 
US forced to mop up savings 
fimn other parts (d the worid 
to finawna its conant account 
deficit Europe has a -heaZtfay 
trade surplus. 

AQsop and Vines ccmcdude 
that Eurobuid’s maetoeco- 
w nmir policy w£H be hunt on 
three pillars — labour maihet 
reform, fiscal restraint undte: 
the growth and stabOi^ pact 
and monetary policy deter- 
mined by the central hanir. 
“For the framework to work 
coherently a growtb-oriented 
m(xaetary poll^ is essentiaL 

“That re cow n y and growth' 
is needed to reduce untmploy- 
ment and meet fiscal obje^ 
trves is evidmt enmagh , tt Is 
also dear th^ if growth wma 
to dow down and unemplgy- 


thelr national currency al- 
though tiie EU is not mak- 
ing it compulsory Euro 
notes and coins wiD. not 
come into cfrcnlatton until 
January 2002. and until 
then shoppers will only be 
able to buy in euros on 
credit and debit cards. 

Marks & Spencer^ which 
has stores, in nearly all the 
Eordand coontri^ will 
not b^dn mazlEii^ np 
prices in euros until spring, 
and then cmly in a pilot 
scheme in the Netherlands. 
Not until a shop^ takes 
goods to the till at a 
Euroland M&S will he or 
she see euro signs. The till 
will calculate prices in the 
local currency but also in 
euros. The shop assistant 
will then accept payment 
by card in euros or local 


currency or by cash in 
local currency only A few 
flt^hip British MAJt stores 
will ateo have tills capable 
of showing prices in euros, 
largely for tfae benefit of 
foreign tourists. 

In the hypermarkets of 
Calais, whkih include Tesco 
and Saiusbury -wine and 
beer stores, many prices 
will be marked up in three 
currencies next year; 
francs, euros and sterling. 
But, in Calais last week, 
none of the major stores 
were showing prices in 
euros yet and British shop- 
pers showed little interest 
in using or spending euros. 

”1 used to bomb *bia 
place" says Charies Cartel; 
the retired RAF pilot In- 
side Tesco^ Calais brandi. 
D’you know they used to 
launch the Vis fiiom here?" 
He opted for Tesco’s rather 
than the French-owned 
Carrefour next door be- 
cause Tesco^ lets him 
spend in steriii^ and he 
can even use his ClnbCanL 


"Only thing is. they give 
you change in Fituudi 
francs. What use are they?" 

The n^ pe^n through 
the checkout is Penny in 
her mid-30s, vriio wmks for 
forty company SeaFTance. 
Surely she would welcome 
the end of constantly hav- 
ing to change money? 

* "WeU, I suppose it would 
make tbings easiei; but rm 
not bothmied," she says, 
"(hi the follies, people are 
more worried almot the end i 
of duty-fr^ they hate the 
burgundy covers on. their 
passports and want things 
to remain British."- 

TbeEnrcgihiles have even 
less 'to (dieer over at 
Sainsbory’s Vins et 
Spiriteaux store where 
even Britons who woik reg- 
nJazly on the Continent 
ghre the euro scant su p p o rt. 
Alf Beddall worised for 
years at Opel in (verxnany 
and now; semi-retired, part- 
time fbr a Peugeot dealer in 
Hertfordshire. He takes the 
£26 ferry to Calais every six 


to eight weeks, buying his 
general food supplies as 
well as beer and wine and 
says. "1 haven’t had to 
change money for years. 
They take sterling Quite 
happily here and that's not 
going to change just be- 
cause of the euro." 


They take sterling 
quite happily here, 
and that^ not going 
to change because 
of the euro* 


He doesn't believe prices 
will start equalising across 
Europe because of the 
euro, eithee M&S admits 
that differentials on prices 
win remain across its 
European stores, because of 
national variations in 
wages, rents and taxes. 

But one Calais beereeUer 


has fully embraced the 
con<»pt of a single currency 
- but it's steritog. At the 
EastEnders beer warehouse 
the car paik is fUU of ageing 
and dirty British-registered 
Transit vans. Inside, a large 
algatlnn patrols the spirits 
counten while customers 
pile np boxes of Lnveriy 
Jnbbly and Dog's Bollocks 
wine at £1.50 a bottle. What 
do EastEnders’ customers 
have to say about the euro? 

“If yon are from The 
(Soardian yon can clear oS. 
And you’re not taldi^ photos 
of nnfWwg rilhei;” said one 
man loading a trailer with 
crate after crate (tf been 

A day’s search for a Ettro- 
frlendly Briton in Calais 
was not entirely fimitiess. 
Outside Tesco, teadiers 
Vince and Heather Perry 
from Northampton say they 
are looking forward to the 
arrival of the euro. But 
Heather adds: T have to 
admit, though, that half of 
the frm of bring abroad is 
using foreign money." 







xnent to rise, needed rrihrms 
would be bard to introdw^ 
partfonlariy If they were serii 

as likely to lead to more nnem- 
{dc^ymeiit, and fiscal targets 
would not be met" 

It is accepted that a lot , 
depends on how the ECB per- 
forms. Central banks every- ! 


where are grsK>lmg with a 
new environment in which 
the real threat Is seen as defla- 
ticui rather thaw inflation. For 
an instituticHi born out of the 
inflationary 1980s and mod- 
elled (m the Bimdeshank, this 
is a particular chanenge. 

Professor Willem Buitez; a 


member of the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy 
Committee, said in a lecture 
this month that be believed 
the euro would lead to greater 
prosperity and stability yet 
still voiced strong doubts 
about the BOB’S perceived 
lack of political legitimacy 


j “The lack of openness, 

I tranparency and accountabil- 
I ity written into the statutes of 
I the ECB ... could yet imder- 
mlne the vlabiUly ■ of the 
ititole enterprise. 

“Comudl members will be 
able to hide behind the doak 
confidentiality and avoid 


having to jusdfr yiridlng to 
local politic pressurea Tfae 
exercise of imdue influence is 
not deterred by secrecy and 
confidentiality but by open- 
ness. Smoke-filled rooms and 
confidentiality are more 
Hkely to allow ECB indepen- 
dence to be perverted by 
national political pressures 
and the occasional short-term 
embarrassment this entails". 

Prof Buiter believes the 
decision-making council of 
the ECB may be unwieldy, and 
has pointed out that the bank 
lacks a lender of last resort 
function in times of crisis. 

But the EXS’s first task 
may be to stop the euro rising 
' sh^ly on the foreign 
exchanges, leading to a chok- 
ing off of growth and a rise in 
unemployment that would 
intensifr doubts about its 
politick legitimacy Unless it 
cuts rates to compensate for 
the rising currency Cheaper 
borrowing can do wonders for 
a bank’s image. 


Why I love the euro Robert Parker 


Why I hate the euro Paul Sykes 






F or ALL the hype sur- 

]^ouiidlng “cmiverslon ' 
weekend", the impact cf 
European Mmietary UblOQ 
has been fdanned to by 

try In terms of fond alloca- 
tion, we at Credit Suisse Asset 
j, ^P«gg»mgnt have increas- 
ingly raeaiited EU countries 
gg g sijigle investment Uoc. 

Where once fond manageis 
traded In coontry-wrightad 
portfolios, the natiofnallty of a 

particular EU equity Is DOW 

poooniing trrriewtnLRafhfir 

than being viewed as a Dut(^ 
gbxk, to example, Rcqral 
Duteb/StaeU is seenasacom- 

ponent of a Eunwean 0*1 “c. 

torportfbllo. ^ 

We may be just days away 

from EMU but I fed this trend 
hag vet to be ftiBy understood 
by the Investment maiteL 

single currency will rwult in 

gmaii andlarger capital]^ 

r^parti es d Wnnig mto 

two distinct investment 
cfesses. Large capitalisation 
c(xn panics such as Royal 


Dutch/SheU becoming Euro 
“superebares", traded ona 
pan-European basis. Those 
companies too small to be 
indudedinpan-Europeansec- 
torisatioav^ see trad- 

ing confined to a nattoual 
stock exchange. 

Tliis win result in a major 
riiake-up ri portfolios. The 
impact will be nu^nified by 
the great di^iarity betwerii 
indus^ sectors. In Spain, for 
exampl^just ii per cent of 
the cspitalisatfon ri the stock 
maiket is represented by 
induriiial stocks. In (Sermanx 
the comparable figure is 45 
percent 

There are similar Imbal- 
ances in sectors and markets 
ri^t across tiie EU This is a 
great cb^enge to foe frmd 
management industry at the 
dawn ri the unified euneocy 

These i n ve s tm ent ch anges 
will provoke structural 
charges among Europe's 
biggest companies. With this 
newd^ripan-Euxopean - 
"super shares" there win be 




V 


more ri the mega-meiESfs we 
are seeing in on, pharmaceu- 
ticals and financial sectora 

Industry consolidation win 
be matched by pressure for 
cost-cuttingandgreaterefii- 
ciency An of wfaicih will come 

as an elinrlc to 

many ri Europe’s cm^fomer- 
atee, operating in protected 
domestic mkxkets. G(«e is the 
day when they can hide 
nncompetitive costs behind 
the ramparts ri friendly cross 
share-holdings. 

At the same time, e^ty vol- 
umeswlllexpandinliiiewiQi ~ 

tbad^wpTvIf ^ pmBinngarnri 

the devrioE»n^t ri the fond 

n m n g g gi Tpnt indindr^ lyifh 

! wfariesaleandretan.Ovri'the 
ioDger term, the European 

I landscape win omtinue to imigonairaiirtio,eai1yt 

evolveasthemoreadvanced year, founded wie 

countries ri Central Europe Democfacy Mowomont 

join foe European Union. 

Con v er s ion weekend is just 
<me milestone in the biggest 
reshnfOe ri in the 

entire history ri the ^bal 

finaw-tal tnarfeote - 


Paid ^rkes is a srif-made 
nulfionaira who, eaily lids 


I NAfew(iaystimellpartici- 
patixv nations ri Europe 

lock their economies 
together, relingoish control of 
their interest and exchaz^ 
rates to one central bank, and 
hand over foeir gold and cur- 
rency reservea This will mark 
tfae largest emnnmip risk that 
has ever tak^ place, and also 
the biggest transfer ri power 
and control in the history ri 
these nations. 

There is no trial run and no 
way out once you are in. The 
peoplesri th^ nations will 
no longer be able to vote out ri 
rifice those who are in charge 
of their economies, te, foe 
bankers in Frankfort. The 
governments of th ese nations 
will no longer be able to imple- 
ment their own tax and qtehd 
.policies, voted for by foeir 
electorate. 

Any nation finding itsdf 
SUBhring from mflalinn or 

deflation would have no mech- 
anism left within Its own 
control to deal with these 
problems. Tiis project was 


always planned to be a priiti- 
cal project which ultimately 
saw political union as the 
answer to peace and prosper- 
ity throu^outEurope. Asin- 
gle currency is mer^ the 

rwarhawiem tO dTSW US UltO a 
pnliripal imlon. 

However in Britain it is 
$tni difiicult to find any front- 
line MPs or MEE^ to admit 
that a Federal Europe is foe 
nirimata destination of this 
project The people ri this 
country have not had a vote 
for more than so years regard- 
ing our relatimisbip wlfo 
Europe, and in that time the 

EEC has become the EU with 
huge powers transferred to 
unaccountable bureaucrats in 
Bruss^ 

You cannot pretend that 
democracy is alive and wen 
when the people’s elected rep- 
I resentattvesdonothavethe 
' power to srive foe nation’s 
problems. Parliament can be 

overruled from Strasbourg 

without the win ri the people 

who have no idea yet that 


these powers have been trans- 
ferred. They are almost totally 
unaware ri how Europe 
works and what it means to 
their everyday lives and 
futures. What will happen 
when the ordinary fomily 
man is made redundant 
because ri foe wrong interest 
rate being set tothis country 
by an anonymous official at 
the new Central Bank in 
Frankfort? Where could be 
turn? 

His MP or even the prime 
minister are barred from 
speaking to the Federal Bank, 
let alone having any influence 
over foem. His only option 
w^uld be to protest and my 
great fear is that protest 
would turn ihto riots because 
I foe Government would be 
' powerless. 

Whatever poss^ed foe 
Members ri Pariiament to 
give away rights that were not 
theirs to give — the very sov- 
ereignty of foe people whose 
interests they were dec ted to 
serve? 
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Australia v England, fourth Test 


Mike Sefvey in Melboume sees a remarkable innings from Australia’s master of resilience and a taiiender^s dogged determiriation leave England on the back foot 


Ravages of Waugh tilt the balance 


Atherton pair fuels 
doubts over future 


E NGLAND'S etG^rts. 
sustained In com-' 
mendable fasliioa 

over five ‘ compi- 
ling sessions of this 
Test, withered in soft suxdight 
yesterday afternoon. They 
were undone by a great bats- 
man. abetted by one with as 
much pretence to batsman- 
as Bruce wniis has to 
riagfi ical acting, and then by 
the early inroads Australia 
made into their second 
Innings. 


Scoreboard 


rum flfirr nist Inningg 270 |A J Siewsrl 
107, M R Ramprakasli 63; MkGIII 


AUSTBJUJA 

tantoga {owcrcugW: S0-2I 
J LLjnoerc Hussain b Gough 

M E Wbugh Ibw b Frasar M 

snwaughfirtaul iss 

0 S Lahmann c Hagg b Gougn _ 13 

IIAHssiyeHaadlaybFrasar 36 

DWnenilngeHIckbMunBny ia 

M j Ntehabon b Gough 6 

SCGMacGllleHeggbUullally 43 

G D McGrath b Uullafly O 

Extres(b4.lb6.nbll) 21 

Total |963 owaisl 340 


Falaf wMmscoabOO. 127. 151. 209. 
23S.SS2.340. 

Gough 2B-7-96-5: Hsadlay 
g 3 06 0: Mullally 213-6-64-3; Bampra- 
hash 2-0-6-0: Fraser 22-0-78-a 


EWCUmD 

UsTTin-' ■— *-in 

M A AOisrionb Fleming O 

*AJ Stewart not out 43 

M A Butehere Slater bMacGUl 14 

D W Headley not out O 

Extras 9ib2. 1*6} 3 

T>ifeil(fcir3.a9«iiafw} 65 

BsSeieHeheisi5.61. 


To bA N Hussain, M R Ramprakash, O A 
Hek, fw K Hegg, D Gough, A D MuHady. a. 
RCFraaer. 

Beta B ee: McGrath B-I-BB-O; Raffling 
6-2-12-1; Meholaon 4-i-i Mh MecGlII 
5-1-14-1: M e Wau^ 1-1-0-a 
Un«hM 0 J Harper and S A Bucknor. 


Australia reached 340 in 
their first innings, a lead of 70 
and a position of strength that 
bad a ring of familiar ity 
about it At tratlme, thoogii. 
it bad seemed hi ghly un- 
likely. They had just lost their 
ei^th wicket the deficit was 
still 18, Darren Gough was 
cock-a-hoop at his first fi.ve- 
wicket haul of the series and 
a new hall was imminant. 

At this point of course, it 
went pear-shaped fbr Hy- 
land. Steve Waugh, who was 
77 at the time, went on to 
make an imh eaten 122 — the 
17th .century of his Test 
career, his seventh against 
England and second of the 
series. He added 88 for the 
ninth wicket with Stuart Mac- 
GUI, who had never made 
more than 25 in a first-class 
match before but now held 
things up for 98 minutes and 
got within seven of a Test 
halFcentury. 


It was Brisbane all over 
agaiTi because in that partner- 
ship, which swung the initia- 
tive so devastatlncdy firom 
England to Australia, the des> 
tiny, of this Test may have 
been decided. 

Alec Stewart cracked out 
his runs again in the final 90 
min utes of a day that lasted 
eight long boors, cottii^ and 
driving the new ball with the 
assurance of his first-innings 
century behind him and once 
lifting MacGUl's leg-spin 
straight back over hU hrad 
with contemptuous ease. 

His unbeaten 43 helped 
England to finish the day only 
five runs behind but they lost 
Michael Atherton and -Mark 
Butcher. Atherton was 
bowled by Damien Fleming 
for his second nought of the 
match, giving rise to the pos- 
sibility that be may have 
played his last Test innings. 

Butcher batted with the as- 
surance of his Brisbane cen- 
tury until a moment of fluke 
brought about his downfall 
Be swept MacGill firmly 
towards midwicket where 
the ban lodged under the arm- 
pit of Michael Slater, taking 
evasive action at short leg, 
and he plucked it out In tri- 
umph. If ever there was a sign 
that this was MacGfil’s day 
and En^and’s winter of dis- 
content; this was it 

Such moments cannot he 
afiowed to detract from the 
brilliance of Waugh’s inni^, 
however, one of his finest in a 
digtingniBhad fist that hag j 
now brought him more than 
7,000 Tbst runs. 

If Sadiin Tendulkar — bat- 
ting gimnltananugly in Wel- 
lington — can lay claim to 
being the finest and most styl- 
ish hafgman of the timaa^ than 
Waugh is sur^ its most 
resili^t; here is a man who 
digs deepest into his soul 
when the battle is toughest 

But even by bis stiuidards 
this chanceless effort was 
remarkable. By the time 
Gou^ and Angus Fraser be- 
tween tham had removed all 
semblance of credible part- 
ners from the top order, he 
had made only After Alan 
MuUally had shown Fleming 
the door and, right on the 
stroke of Gough had 
yorked Matthew Nichcdson so 
embarrassingly that the 
young debutant was left face 
down on the deck, Wauifo had 
advanced his score by only 16 . 
Thus far it had been an In- 
nings combining patience and 
a l imited but effective range 
of strokes. 



Kit and miss. . .Steve Waugdit left; polls iwpimches on the way to an unbeaten 122, his 17th Test centoxy, while MQchael Atherton, docks ontag^ 


What followed was mas- 
terly and an education for 
those England batsmen who 
had suffered from the lack of 
fibre shown by their own 
lower order. Perhaps It 
stemmed from a player with 
sufficient centuries to his 
name fbr another not to make 
much difference to his status. 
But, quite simply, MacGl^ a 
genuine taXLender. was given 
bishead. 

Any of the first three deliv- 
eries with the new ball m^t 


have accounted for MacGill 
but there was no attempt to 
hide him,' no chiding by 
Wat^ if he played a false 
shot, rmag inp the effect on 
MacGHl’s confidence. 

He did not let Waugh down 
and the new ball was plas- 
tered around the ground with 
36 runs coming oS seven 
overs. Waugh played a series 
of strokes that ranged from 
the orfbodos to the outra- 
geous. Dean Headley was 
ghren the change and smashed 


over mid-offi Gough was 
driven through the oovos 
like a shdl to ^ve Australia 
the lead and take Waugh into 
the nineties. 

MacGin did not flinch and 
still Wangtf opted not to form 
the strike. Gough, In his next 
over, was slora^ mightily 
over midwicket frcan down 
the pitch, and the inevitable 
bouncer that followed was 
hooked recklessly, less than 
efficiently hut effectively by 
the man who never plays the 


shot, for the two that took 
him to his hundred. 

The indmne <k the applause 
that teveiherated roimd this 
vast stadium was deafening 
and Waugh absorbed every 
decibd, In the knowle(tea tbat 
he had played a special 
innings. 

Not until MuQally had Mac- 
GiU caught at the wicket and 
tiien bowled Glenn McGrath 
two balls later did Engand. 
visibly stunned by the reve» 
sal gain the sanobmry of the 


dressing-romn. The partner- 
ship had been the equivalent 
of Jerry waiting round a cor- 
ner to flatten Turn’s foce with 
a frying pan. 

This was the shine taken 
frtan what had been a trium- 
phant return of Gough to the 
embrace of Lady laidL FTaser 
took the first wldcet of the 
morning, tbat of Mark Wau^ 
after an hour, but Gough's 
two wickets over night, vriien 
he bowled with genuine pace, 
were then followed by those 


of Justin Langer. caught In 
the guUy fbr 44 after n tor 
tured morning, and Darren 
Lehmann, who became War 
ren Hen’s first victim behind 
the stumps. Neitherdismissal 
came from a distinguished de- 
livery. so the <»nens were 
good. Nicholson was Just a 
ywker waiting to happen — 
and happen it did. Gough's 
eventual figures of five for 96. 
includftig a clatter!^ from a 
tailender. did him scant 
justice. 


Hegg reaps his reward for keeping out of the iimelight 


Paul Aliott on how England’s latest recruit 
got his chance after years of loyal service 


B eing unobtrusive on 
the field of play can be 
viewed as success or 
failure. It depends on dr- 
cumstances and the nature 
of the role in the first place. 
Where one performer or 
ofilclal may be charged 
with taking too little part 
in a game, another may be 
commend^ for his unseen 
contribution. 

The referee who lets the 
game flow is a typical ex- 
ample of the latter and 
wicketkeepers have the 
same opportunity. When 
there are not histxionics be- 
hind ithe stumps, when 
everything Is neat and 


when nothing is said, the 
effectiveness probably 
masks and reflects the 
effort 

Warrep Begg's second 
day in Test cricket was just 
such a day. There is no 
flamboyance to England's 
latest recruit no windmill- 
ing of the aims k la Knott 
or RnssellJnst a solid jonr- 
nesTmau's approach with 
constant encouragement to 
fielders and bowlers. 

H^g has waited a long 
dme for his chance at the 
top level He has played fbr 
Lancashire since 1986 
when, as an l8-yeaiM>ld, he 
became the youngest cen- 


tury maker for the county 
in nearly 30 years. 

Since his debut he has 
been a virtual ever-present 
in an increasii^lly snccess- 
ful era In Lancashire’s his- 
tory. He is a bri^t cheer^ 
ful character, always 
sniiuwg . and is a joy to have 
around the dressii^room. 
Not so imaginatively 
christened “Chukhy**, Hegg 
has never bemi In dai^ier of 
becoming hard-boiled. 

He attracted the England 
selectors' attention as early 
as 1990, when he was 
picked for the A Tour to 
Pakistan, and again the 
next year to West Indies, 
only to have to wftihdraw 
because of glandular fever, 
and Im has been cm the 
fringe ever since. A fine do- 
mestic season in 1998, and 


especially his improved 
form with the bat, secured 
him the second keeper’s 
slot cm every cpibketers’ 
dream tour. 

The experienced and 
much more mature H^g 
was determined to enjoy 
the experience. He realised, 
deep down, fiiat he would 
play little cridket and. bai> 
ring an injury to Alec Stew- 
art, there would be no 
chance of a Test c^ The 
ghost of Bob T^lor, ibr so 
long Alan Knott’s under- 
study, 'nrast have haunted 
H^g daring this tour as he 
was resigned to the odd axH 
pearance in state games. 

He was dlspensible 
enough to be allo^^ home 
in November to be with tais 
wife, Jo, .at the birth of 
their first child. Sfis mother 


made the trip at Christmas 
to be with her son but 
never dreamed that the 
visit would coincide with 
his first Test cap. 

The czrcumstances of 
selection were bizarre. 
Hegg bad no idea he would 
be playing wntii 20 iwitinfitB 
b^bre the toss. The theory 
pat forward by Stewart 
that, becanse Alex Tudor 
was injured, he decided to 
forfeit the ^oves seems pe- 
culiar, but Hegg was not 
abont to complain and is 
obviously snore than glad 
aftikechimee. 

Whether the deciston to 
play Hegg was made purely 
on merit is now irrelevant. 
What it does show is that 
the England selectors on 
this tour have foil ennfi- 
dence in their second- 


dunce wicketkeeper. 

Thirty years ago. at the 
Queens Paris Oval in Trini- 
dad. ]^ott, a tyro with 01 ^ 
two home Tests to his 
naniAj awiay^e d to replace 
the incumbent Jim Parks 
and proceeded then to be 
England’s premier keeper. 


if not the vnuOd’s, fbr the 
next 18 years. KncM hrenu 
with one cateh and scored 
69,. by anybody’s stasidards 
an unspbctacolar start 
Warrmi Hegg will never 
claim to be another Knott 
but he has an uii giawH cap 
to cherish as he enters his 
benefit year with Lanca- 
shire vritenever Eng- 
land choose to call him in 
friture, he will always be 
ready to take up the chal- 
lenge in his own undmuon- 
strative way. 


South Africa v West Indies: third Test 


Lara postpones the inevitable 


Andy Capostagno in Durban sees a fine 
innings go to waste as West Indies crumble 


F or three hours and nine 

Tnirmtes a twliday crowd 
of 12,000 were subjected 
» a day of dd-foshioned Test 
ricket at Eingsmead. 
owlers toQed under a hot 
m on a pitch made flat by a 
nthorly breeze; batsmen bit 
id balls for four and dead- 
itted good ones. Then Brian 
ua got out and West Indies’ 
}ose of came tumblisg 
)wn.Today, weather permit- 
i!ig, South Africa will wrap 
p the series with two 
atehes to spare. 

bad light forced the 
ayers in the final hour 
'est Tndifta were 246 for 
sbt, a lead of 132. The 
co^ new ball is due after 13 
•liveries fiiis morning and 
lere is every likdlhood that 
laun PoHo(^ who has t a k en 
ur for 74. and Allan Donald 
ill bring the innings to a 
inclusion Inside half an 
)ur. 

At tea yesterday such a 
ftii gtit would have seemed 
volutionary. Lara was at 


his serene best and Shivnar- 
ine Chanderpaul had fiddled 
the haTT to third mg", using 
his feet nlc^ to the spin c£ 
Pat Symeox. It was as if the 
disasters of the first two Tests 
had happened to a different 
team. 

Chanderpaul reached his 
half-century fljst, in 133 ndn- 
utee and off 104 balls, but it 
was Lara who seemed 'the 
more impressive, racing to his 
50 in 104 minutes (^74 hens 
Between them they xrmril to 
have steadied a ship rocking 
from the early dismissals o£ 
the oganers Philo Wallace and 
Junior Murray. 

Then Lara went for 79. after 
139 bans and IS fours. He 
lifted a flick into the onside 
and HerscheUe Gibbs'aU but 
justified his inclusion with a 
gravity-defying catch that 
W 21 S worth a few hundred air 
miles, vnth the total still 201 
Chanderpaul was caught and 
bowled by PoUodt for 75. At 
tea it was 193 fbr two; at 
drinks 214 for seven. 


At one stage five wickets 
feQ for only 13 runs, a col- 
l^se which drew some atten- 
tion away ftom Donald, who 
became the 20th ^yer to 
take 3S0 Test wickets. He did 
so in his 50th Test, two more 
than Australia’s Dennis T.maa 

hot fewer than anyone else. 

There was some conttxh 
versy as several declslmis 
failed to go West Indies’ way. 
Carl ifooper may have been 
unlucky to be given out 
caught behind off Pbllock fbr 
two when television replays 
su^ested the ball had not 
carried to Mark Boucher. 
Franklyn Rose, after a breezy 
22 off 27 balls, provide Gibbs 
with his fou]^ rat^'b of the 
day one ball after the umpires 
had discussed the l^L Two 
deliveries later the players 
came off 

Rose at least can hold his 
head high ended the 

South A^can first innings hy 

bowling Donald for 13, giving 
him career-best figures of 
seven for 84. With Jonty 
Rhodes adding only two runs 
to his ovemW 85, the tou'- 
ists had done well to restrict 
Soufii Africa to a lead of 114. 
Lara and Chanderpaul gave 


them brief hopes of victoxy 
but appropriately in this sea- 
side town. West Indies’ bat- 
ting proved to be built not 
upon rock but on sand. 

• Seven Ua<^ players are 
among the id youngsters 
selected fbr South Africa’s 
national Flascon Academy 
next year. 

WEST amiBat vm Maw isb (b c 

Lara 51: kbUIs 5-16) 


(ovanNalit 299-Q . 
JNRhodea eandbViWgiiH............... 37 

A A Donald 6 Roaa 13 

DJTerbniggeaotetd 9 


Bdraa (nblS, 04, M. wt) . 
ToW(98ower^ . 


M Of wkkatt aai* 296, 31 2. 
Boweaw Anttoss 17-1-6IH). wwah 
2S-6-68-2. Rose 2B-6-Sa-7. Laiala 
ao 9 70 OpHoopar 4-0-18-0 


PA Wallace cSouctiarO Donald 1 

JR Murray cGIbtabKdllH aa 

SChandeisoulcandOPallodc ......... tb 

^CLaracObbabTaitrisgo 7e 
C Hoopar e Baudi ar b PollMk 8 

oaaneaeeetoo Pollock ............ 8 

R Jaeobanotoui 19 

R Lawla a Baueiwrb Donald O 

FRaaeeGlbbsbraieek,~..........~ 99 

CAmbreaanoiout o 


extras (lb-lZnb-7,w-2) 91 

Total (for 8. 77S overe) .. 948 

fMofwhlwIffl 17.41. 201. 201. 204. 213. 
214. US. 

Bowling; Donald 134-66-2; PoltoGfc 
2 4 4 6 744; Tarbruggs 13-4-26-1; Kallis 
10-1-31-1; Symeox 13-343-0. 

RTiffirt and D Orchard. 


New Zealand V India: second Test 

Tendulkar the all-rounder leads 
fight-back after record Kiwi stand 


N ew ZEALAND, given a 
first-innings lead of 144 
over India in fee TesL 

daimsfl three second-innings 
wickets- fbr 112 before run- 
ning into a vigorous cotmter- 
offensive in Wellington 
yesterday. 

The tfiHian fight-bock by 
Saurav Gai^uly and Sanhin 
Tmdulkar left India at 179 for 
three at the end of the third 
day. 35 in front 
Tendulkar had earlier 
played a considerable role as 
a bowler. He bzttte the record 
eighfe-wkket partnoahip (ff 
137 between Dion and 
Daniel Vettori-which h^ last- 
ed almost four boors. After 
bonding Vettoii behind his 
legs he also got Paul Wiseman 
toplayoo. 

The stand by Nash and Vet* 
toribeatbyoneroatbemrevi- 
ous record set in Port cf$pain 
in 1971-72 by Bev Cpngdim 
andBobCunis. 

Tendulkar was given a 
torrid time at the start of his 
inningg by Craig McMillan, 
the medium pacer, who 
laoncbed a series of short- 
pitehed balls that resulted in 
him beii^ no-balled tw the 
West Indian umpire EdcQe Ni- 


cholls for exceeding his 
ration. 

Alsy Jiadqja and hU open- 
ing putner Navjot Sidhu had 
fallen to impetuous shots ai^ 
Rahul Dravid was also back 
in the pavQkm but Tteidulkar 
took the match to fee bovdm, 
hitting six fouia and a six in 
his unbeaten 42 off 72 balls. 
The only time he aiveared in 
any difficulty was when he 
came close to dipping a fbH- 
length ban from McMillan to 
Ii&dthew Bdl at ^ort-leg. 

Ganguly hit seven fo^ in 
his 47, made off 82 balls. 

Latter the New T^aiana cap- 
taln Stephen Fleming said fee 
match was so finely balanced 
feat the side “that makes a 
mistake is going to lose: I am 
very excited at fee prosp^ of 
a big first sessiem tomorrow. 
It is going to be cniciaL 1 
would be pretty c^tlmlstie 
chashig 200 in. fee last innings 
but not many more,” be 
added. 

Anshuman Gadnnid. fee 
Indian' coadi. felt 250 would 
be a d emanding target “be* 
cause the ball is turning”. 

INDIA SOB (M AzhBruddlR 108, S 
TWwtiHiMr 47, S Doull 7^ and 1TB for 
Rmv Xaatamtf asa (0 Nuah 69, o 
V«narl 57, A KumMa 4-SS). 



,fliey also s e r ve who only enmeh and cafdi 


Rugby Union .Basketball 


Bracken out 
for the count 

T he Ei^land scrum-half 
Kyran Bracken wlU be out 
for three weeks after being 
concussed playing for Sara- 
cens against London Scottish 
on Sunday. A cracked cheek- 
bone was feared but, thou^ 
an X-ray has ruled that out. 
concussion carries an obliga- 
tory lay-off of three weeks. 

Leicester’s traditional post- 
Chrlstmas fixture against the 
Barbarians, played In the 
spring for the last two sea- 
sons, returns today fbr the 
first time since 1995. The 
tteuns last met in Manfo. 
tfeen Leicester lost by a re- 
cord margin of 7S-19. 

The Premiership leaders 
are forced into six pbawg»« 
from the side that beat Bed- 
foid on Boxir^ Day to go cl^ 
at the top fee taUe, The 
prop Darren Garforth has an 
elbow problem, so Graham 
Rowntree switches to tight- 
head with Derek Jelley com- 
ing in. Neil Fletcher replaces 
Fritz van Heerdtex (gashed 
eye) at lock and Oscar 
Wlnrimni and WUl Johnson 
emne into fee back row. Craig 
Joiner and Stuart Potter Join 
the back-line. 


NBA ready to 
cancel season 

T he NBA season will al 
most certaialy be can 
celled following fee break 
down yesterday of talk 
between the league and thi 
players* union over a rangi 
of Issues inipiiirttng galar; 
capping. 

“We advised fee unioi 
that no further offers wU 
be made." said the NB/ 
commissioner David Stem 
who previously set a dead 
Une iff January 7 for reach 
ing an agreement. Then 
are no. plans for ftartbei 
dISCTOlOM. 

Stem and the Playmrs 
Association executive di 
rector Billy Hunter havi 
now met twice since Sten 
set the eancellatiou date ox 
Wednesday. There was n< 
immediate response fron 
the players, who have beet 
looked out by the clul 
owners since July 1, 

The NBA made >{11x11181 
adjustments to its last pro 
p(^, which was deemei! 
“folr’’ by some players, hi' 
eluding the Utah Jaza 
superstar forward Karl Ma 
lone, but not voted upon bj 
the union membership. 
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Ctirfs Hawidiis 


K endal cavalier 

proved the wisdom 
of the old saying 
about a “change 
being as good as a rest" when 
winning the Coral Welsh 
National at Chepstow yester- 
day, just a week after switch- 
ing stables fom Rod muman 
to Nigel Hawke. 

Tbere is only 25 mQes or so 
between Millnmn’s yard at 
CuUbmpton in Devon anA 
Hawke’s small stable at 
Chard in Somerset, but this 
win wfll certainly do some- 
thing to put the latter on the 
map. 

Fbr MlUmac, victory was 
no doubt hard to take and 
Hawke, who as a jockey won 
the Grand National on Sea- 
gram, admitted that be de- 
served little of the credit fte 
his first winner of the 
season. ‘"The change of scen- 


ery seemed to do the trick, ** 
said Hawke, “I haven’t done 
mudh with hi™ except turn 
him out in a field, but he 
loved this ground he 
could be a Grand National 
^pe if we get a wet spring.” 
Kendal Cavalier is owned 
by Michael Wingfield Dligby, 
who commented: "The switch i 
of stables is a sensitive sub - 1 
ject, but I wanted a specialist I 
jumping trainer. I 

‘%>d Mlllrnan did very wdl 
with him and rm gr a t ^U l to 
him. but an owner surely has 
fireedom of choice. 

*71118 hi(N^ arui hiS fi>™Uy 

have an shown ^ley need 
to rdaz. 1 had a gut filing a 
move could ttiawl,-- 

fiilly it did.” 

Barry Fenton rode tiie per^ 
fbct race on 14-1 wpn - 

dal Cavalier, who took up the 
j running approaching the 
I second last and stayed on 
I strongly to make a mockery 
of the handicap— he was 1 ^ 


out of the wei^its. Fiddling 
The Facts finished very fbst 
to be beaten hsdfa tangih and 
looked a shade unloeky. 

The mare lost v^uahle mo- , 
m en turn when getting in too : 
close to the secraid last ibnce, 
but ralUed gamely in an- 
other SO yards kK&ed as if ^ 
would have got OP to wtaL 

Forest Ivory plugged on to 
finish third in- conditions 
which proved all too much tor . 
most of the runners, 

Barth Sununlt, who- nor- 
mally revels in the heavy go- 
ing, .fbnnd him coif anfitirti-^ d 
by top wei^t and was eventu- 
ally pulled up. while Dom Sa- 
monrai stn^ggled in the rear 
of the fidd and never looked 
like getting into the race. 

Following the race Earth 
Summit was knodced out to 
14-1 from 12-1 by Hill’a to 
repeat his Grant National tri- 
umph, Teeton the im- 
pressive winner of the King 
Gem^ VI Chase on Satnrdsy, 


Florida Pearl’s fall nriakes it easy for Dorans Pride 

D orans pride scored a \ penalty, leaving Dorans I of riding by PaiJ Garbetiy. 
bloodless victory in the Pride to come hmnealtme. RTigHah ehallenffer Snnv 


Ericsson Chase at Leopard- 
stown -yesterday after the 
Ibvoarlte, Florida Pearl, 
fell wben going <»ninon^ 
wen at the third last writes 
auisMawfcins. 

Richard Dnnwoody asked 
Florida Pearl to stand off 
his fence bnt the inexperi- 
enced chaser put in an 
extra stride and paid tiie 


penalty, leaving Dorans 
Pride to come hmne ^<me. 

Dnnwoody said: *1 was 
delighted with the way 
Florida Pearl was travel- 
ling and going to the third 
last I was qnM happy that I 
had made the rl|^ choice 
in deciding to ilde hi™ in- 
stead of Dorans Pride.” 

Dorans Pride had earlier 
snrvfved a bad blander 
thanks to a brilliant piece 


of riding by Paul Garbecry. 
En^lsh challenger Sony 
Bay gradnally lost touch on 
the second circuit and had 
no chance when toTMwg at 
the second last 
Dorans Pride was 
tdimned to lO-l fkiam IS-X 
tv Hill’s for the ChelteiH 
ham Gold Cup, while Flor- 
ida Pearl remains a 9-2 
chance behind 4-1 fSevoar- 
ite Teeton ACIL 


is the 8-1 favourite. Betting to 
the Champion Hurdle saw 
' French Etofiy cut from 18-1 to 
7-1 after an impreaaive vio- 
tory in the Pertezaps Christ- 
mas Hurdle at Eempton. 

Pr enrfi HoHy haH qq froU- ! 
ble to turning around the ' 
fbim with his prevlons Xe/v - . 
castle ooDgnerer Date Star, ' 
but the win rama as no sur- 
prise to trainm: l^rdy Mur- 
phy, who has had trwble to 
getting titis giant of a horse 
ftdlyllt 

“He’s a big horse and just 
talnta ftrria m to him- 

sdL” Murpihy. *Tbe 
now will be the Irish Cham- 
pion next ihfiowed by 

For toe first time this sea- 
son we saw French Holly 
reproduce the sort of peribr- 
Twoni-a pTOVlded an ef- 

fortless win in the Sun Alli- 
ance Hurdle last season and 
given soft ground he could 
poee a threat to Xstahr^ who 
is even-money fovourite to 
repeat his win of last March. 

French Holly was the 
lag of A fonr-timer for 
jockey Andrew Thornton, 
who said: “He was good 
today, but he’s only just c(»n- 
ing to himself. HopefbUy, 
there’s more to «mH Pm 
pretty sure fhere is.” 

The tdg race of the day at 
Wetherby, the Castelford 
Chase, went to 16-1 chance 
Cumbrian Challenge, who 
stoutly to account for 
Direct Sonte, who was con- 
ceding 2 Ub. by a length a 

h»^f 



Grand leap . . . Barry Fenton clears the final fence on his way to victory on Kendal Cavalier photo juLiANHERBERPAusPonT 
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Paul Weaver sees 
a late header help 
restore a three-point 
gap at the top 


A ston VILLA are be- 
gionlz^ to resemble 
one of those puffed 
ISOO metres pace-set- 
ters who look desperate^ and 
vainly over the shoulder fbr 
someone else to take up tine 
nmning 

They had taken just eight 
points from their previous 
seven matches but despite 
their slow-down needed just 
one point from yesterday's 
match to retom to the top cf 
the Premiership. At least 
until tonight. 

In the event a late header 
from Ugo Saiiogu gave them 
all three but their peifor- 
mance was hardly the stuff of 
chaznpimis decL Tb^ shrug- 
ged to Impose themselves 
against a lo-man Sheffield 
Wednesday side whose 
thoughtful movement and 
clever pass^ belied their 
modest position. 

The Villa manager John 
Gr^ory admitted: **It wasn't 
a great game but ttiafs the 
Premiership Ibr you. In a sea- 
son. in 38 games. 1 reckon you 
will get eight very good pw- 
fonnances. Then you will i 
have 10 or 15 which are pretty 
ordinary and the rest win be 
howlers. i 

‘This one belonged to the | 
middle group. But we did win 
It and when Julian Joachim 
hit the pc^ a short time be- 
fore the winner I had this feel- 
ing that It wasn't g(^ng to be 
our day. But we keep going, 
we keep showing our charac- 
ter and we keep grinding out 
the results. I was delighted 
with the winner because Ugo 
has been complaining about 
the service he’s been getting 
recently.” 

While there is a suspicion 
that vnia may need a little 
more than thig if they are to 
keep pace with the more ex- 
otic- talents of Chel^ and 
Manchester United they have, 
in Paul Merson. a man who 
could lend their season a 
fresh impetus from mid-JanQ- 
ary. He has been mi^ed. 

Wednesday, who have a 
happy habit of playing well 
against the leading sides. 
'Shaped their side along Vil- 


la's lines, by playing three at 
the back with five In wiMAoM 
They matched ttie home side 
with some ease, and for some 
time after Dgjan Stefimovic 
was shown the red card. In 
the 20th minnte, for his 
second foul. Both were 
against the awkward, muscu- 
lar Joachim. 

Wednesday's manager 
Danny Wilson was less than 
pleased with the decision. **It 
was a scandalous, diabolical 
decision. I tbinir the referee 
will jEieel embarrassed when 
he sees it again. The second 
fbul was bookable but the 
fb^ . . .noway.” 

Gregory agreed that Stefen- 
ovic bad been bard done by 
but. strangely, thou^t that 
the second y^ow card had 
been the more harsh decision. 

^ then the score was l-l. 
vnia took the lead in the 
seventh minute when Gareth 
Southgate volleyed home 
fbllowij^ the most itt^ressive 
Xiee Hmdrie’s &ee4dek. A 
minute later Wednesday had 
leveUed. Benito Carbone, 
returning to the side after a 
Christanas break In his native 
I Italy — he was suspended on 
I Boxing Day — took advantage 
of a ponderous Villa defence 
to score with an overiiead 
kick. 

Carbone might have put 
Wednesday ahead In the 42nd 
minute when his daiigtitfui 
chip firom Fetter Rudi's pass 
sent the ball rolling across the 
roof of the net 

In the second half Villa’s 
superior manpower slowly 
took its toll on Wednesday, hi 
the 59tb minute Ehiogu ap- 
peared to head a perfectly 
good goal from Hendrie’s cor- 
ner and then Stan OoQymore, 
who h^ replaced Riccardo 
Scimeca. product a marvell- 
ous, dipping ^ot from 25 
yar^ which Pavel Smioek i 
did well to tip over. 

The most dramatic effort of 
all from Joachim in the i 
82nd minute, a 20-yard drive | 
which clattered agaist the top 
of the right post Three min- 
utes later Ehh^ headed Vil- 
la's winner from six yards 
following Alan Wright's 
comer. 



A«Im villa Otkaa: Ehiogu, 

So u lhg a ta, Ssr^ WOMfl. Tayiv 
SStMt), Handrfa, Selmaeo (Calljmara, 93). 
Wright Joachim. Dublin. 

VKiMrtil WifcMOaj (S«g); 9mieak: 
Tboma, Walkar, HlnchdlMa: Alharton. 
SuhuKwic Jonk, Aloandaraaon {Briacoa, 
B9). Audi (Humphreys. 99), Carbona. 
BooIIl 

IMSnMi a Barbor (Sunray). 



/k DAYinwhidinoDeof 
#\ fhelr fellow strugtfecs 
*w\haii btsi sueeessfiiUa 
# Vnxpronrtng tiwir por- 
tion near the feat ot thef Pre- 
mtoablp ended wUh Blgdt- 
buraRmrera afelhig.we!di^ 
the belief that ftwy are best 
equJn;)ed to leave rdegatka 

ATWWi-Hu haMwrf_ • 

nay went ahead last idd>t 
throudi-a smart piece cC cp- 
portunism from Kevin Gal- 
lacher and, although Leices- 
ter quickly found an 
equahsv, BladOran. a cou- 
ple of scares apart, remained 
feirly- comlbrtable ami com- 
posed as. they extmided feeir 
unbeaten, run under Brian' 
Eldd to Qve games. 

Whoa Bhuekbum came to 
Filbert Street for a Worthing- 
ton Cup^ at the starl of the 
monfe th^ pofennaiMe be- 
tra^ IftOe of the uncer- 
tainty affecting the dub both 
on and off tiie fldd. At that 
time they had still to appoint 
a new manager, had lost five 
of their previous six fixtiures 
and were considerably ID fer 
vouxed to bow out of ^ com- : 
petition throu^ a late go^ 
Last night it was L^cester 
who sought take control and i 
examine a central deftuoe j 
missing the strength and lead- 
ertiiip of Stephane Ifendids 
with a diet oi high, >>Andlng 
centres dlspatched from the 
left by Stm Gunw . &ffly on 
a farther adjustment was 
required when Christian 
Dainy was carried oA the 
youx^ster. Marlon Broomes 
coming on in bis lAaee. 

It was a strange start to fee 
evening and fits second time a 
stretcher had been depk^tod 
inside the first 20 minutes 
with Robbie Savage coming 
off worse in fee first heavy 
dMtiAnga of file game. 


Ooppy's prope&slfy.for 
finding a Lekestsr head with 
those cunning, inswtngi&g de- 
liveries augured Ibr fee 
taoiiM': Side. Savage, Heskey 
toMS'Ccttee aB felled to take 
advantage of the winger’s ae- 
cinafiy. Then from his comer 
ntUk Sihdair . unleashed a 
hasfe fest-wdley which drew 
feahesteutorJdhnPbdan. ' 

Vhr Leicester Kasey KeU^ 
was felted, to push away Ja- 
aott Wilcox's free-kick. The 
goalkeBpef lotdted to have no 
chance when Keith- Gillespie 
found maximum power inside 
tile ajpea. Stew Walsh putting 
hinaidf bravely Intimway. 

Matt Slliott’s failure to 
bring a high baU under cod- 
trcd saw Rovers take a 88th- 
naiiwTt* lead. Gafladwr was 
quick to nick the baS off his 
toes and also to spot that EeL- 
iar haul advanced off his line. 
Be neatis^ lofted the baU Into 
[ the net. Yet beft»e the hxter- 
; val Leicester had levelled 
> wbm from, a right-wing cor- 
ner Guppy planted the ball 
I into a crowed goalmouth 
and Steve Walsh headed 

It was Leicester Who had 
Qm better chances aftv half- 
time. succeeding now In 
stringlns a number of passes 
together. 

Neil Lriinon chanced his 
arm 'from outside the area 
and saw his deflected shot 
rdMund off the woodwmk. a 
dearer (g^KMtunity fell to 
Cotfee following Rob UUath- 
ome’s persistence. Unable to 
get his initial shot in. he then 
attempted a piece ot Improvl- 
satkm. while prone, only to 
see the ball blocked. 


LriMutv (4-I-9): Kallur, SVieWr, BUoU 
UMah, UNBihomK Suwm. (ZHorakU. 
emin). lmbok. mil. guppH co«m. 


■nkbufm RtMt; lunm, P wcaek. 
Dillly. (BraoBM, 19). DnWMn: OlluiuH. 
MoKMiv. Shurmd, WDcBB (Muclwr. 
nitnu 

HMMMi A MU* (CeMUt !■ UrmQ. 


Lift-off . . . Gareth Southgate (left) is congratulated by Dion DabUn after his rare goal fbr Villa photograph: ianhooqson 


'Chariton Athletic 0 Arsenal 1 


a uitfi'i .L 


Schmeichel still 
Ferguson’s No. 1 

A lex FKRGDSON has l said Ferguson, “and now 
sootched rumours that I Is Important .to get hh 
bis Roalkeeper Peter I sorted oat and give him 


Ibrsenal back on track wHh good luck and bad 


IMditin Thorpe at The Valley sees Vieira 
harshly ejected but Chariton still grumbling 


A THIRD win ou the trot 
lifted Arsenal to third 
place in the Prwnier- 
ehip table yesterday, reinforc- 
ing the feeling that they are 
resuming normal service. The 
sight of Dennis n^i- gifamp 
limping offand Patrick Vieira 
being sent off confiimed it 
A tetchy, controversial, 
stalemate of a game ended 
with strn^tng Charlton's 
seventh successive defeat 
thanks to a dubious peodhr 
decision given by the less 
than Impressive referee 
Uriah Rennie, who adjudged 
that hbxk gjnsella's foul on 
Ray Failour on 54 minutes oc- 
curred In the area. 

Marc Overmars scored , 
from the spot, a goal which i 


came four minutes after 
Arsenal had seemingly been 
put on the badk foot by 
Vieira’s third red card this 
season and the 18th notched 
19 by Aiaoie Wether's side 
since fee Ftendi coach took 
over 2V^ years ago. 

The trouble-prone French 
mklfidder, who just hefoze 
Chris tmas was fined £20,000 
for gesturing to ttie crowd at 
Hillsborough and warned 
about his ftittire conduct was 
rather harshly dismissed for 
an elbowing incident and wQl 
now be suspended for tiube 
games. 

Arsenal will also once 
again have to make do with- 
out Ber^amp for about three 
weeks after he hobbled off 


with ^in and ankle injuries 
following a vicious tackle 
ftnm bei]^ by Bddie Youds 
which should have earned Cbe 
Charlton defender a red card. 
Rennie showed him only 
yellow. 

Arsenal’s recent return to 
form is largely due to the feet 
that Wenger has had B«g 
I kamp back to his best after a 
I long bout injury. With 
Nicolas Anelka alrwKly out 
for two weeks with ankle 
problems, Arsenail once again 
find themselves short of strik- 
ing power and in danger of 
storing another stutter in 
results as th^ f^t to retain 
thetitie. 

What can one say about 
Charlton? A measure of their 
deeUne is the feet feat when 
they played at Highbury at 
the end of August they were 
top of fee Premiership. Now 
th^ themselves third 


I from bottom and staring rele- 
gation full in the fece. 

There is no lack of fight and 
oonunittnent among the red 
shirts — in feet yesterday 
they were perhaps too physi- 
cal But th^ siz^y lack the 
guile and goalsooring ed^ to 
convert pa»lon into points. 

Arsenal's first visit to Tte 


Valley since 1966 bad begun 
promisingly, with Luis Boa 
Morte, playing as a lose 
striker in the afeence of An- 


dka, hitting fee bar after 35 
seconds, then Nell Redfeam 
repeating the feet at the other 
end fbur mlnntes feter. 


But then the first half 


settled into a pattern, with 
Charlton defending stoutly as 
Arsenal's patimit build-ups of- 
fered fee greater threat Sasa 
Die twice saved acrobatically 
fremBer^tamp. 

On the half-hour the 
I Arsenal left-back Nigel Win- 1 


terbum limped off with a 
hamstring U^uzy tiiat will 
keep him out for about three 


weeks, and just before the 
break Bergkamp foUowed 

him 


Within five minutes of the 


restart there was further con 


troversy as Vieiza tried to 
break down the right with 
Redfeam hanging on to his 


The referee seemed to play 
advantage rather than blow 
for fee foul and tiiat pl o wed 
fetal for Vieira who, in trying 
to wrestle himself free of Red- 


feam '8 continued grip, hit out 
with his elbow and was sent 


Ing a shaky afternoon, saved 
frmn Klnsdla and with 


bis legs from Shaun Newton. 
John Robinson also went 


dose but the equaliser would 
not come. 


Having 10 members of tiielr 
first-team squad out injured 
does not help Charlton's 
cause. Neitiier. yesterday, did 
starting with (mly one fit 
striker. Steve Jones. But eX' 


cuses soon need 

to be 












DlK k0ito, 


gtoihw. ^ 8 Jonas. 


io.nian ArsenaTs turn to sur 


AfMMi (4-9-e-1): Mannlneur; Olwn. 

BpuM, KMMn, vnnwbwn(Vlm. 29); 

viva via stout ddbnee. I 

Mannlnger, hitherto suffer- 1 u Ranniu (smmuM). 


A lex ferguson has 

scotched rumours that 
bis goalkiBeptt- Feter 
Schmrtchel is about to be 
replaced in fee Manchester 
United team. 

The Dane, who win leave 
fbotball at the end 
of the season, retains his 
place in tonight's vital Pre- 
miership encounter at 
Chelsea despite his unchar- 
acteristically frail form. 

Speculation has been rife 
that United are in the mar- 
ket fbr a top-class goal- 
keeper to maintain their 
search fbr honours on do- 
mestic and European fironts 
in 1999. 

But an angry United man- 
ager said: “It is nonsense to 
suggest that rm'looldng to 
replace Peter now. Have 1 
sxgued anyone? There Is 
your answer." 

Meanwhile fee Dutch de- 
fender Jaap Stam. who is 
ruled out of fee Stamfbrd 
Bridge game wife an ankle 
injury, is not about to be 
rushed back. 

“Jaap had been playing 
on Us bad ankle all the 
time in big games like Bar- 
celona and Tottenham," 


said Fergoson, “and now it 
is Important .to get him 
sorted oat and give htm a 
break. With his World Cup 
efforts this could be fee 
right moment. 

“David Bedfeam is sus- 
pended for our Cup game 
against Middlesbrough on 
Saturday so after Chelsea 
tbare is the dance to tell 
him to rest for a few days. 
We have also rested Paul 
Scfaoles intermittently and 
we gave Gary Neville a hofi- 
day 9feen he needed it." 

The United manager's 
preoccupation with his 
players’ welfare has ex- 
tended to him calling for a 
January break. 

He said: “Next season you 
could play 17 games in the 
European Cop if you get to 
the final, plus internation- 
als. Yon don’t realise what 
we’re asking players. 

“We mcpect the British 
qualities like doggedness, 
endurance and grit to come 
to fee fore and we’re trying 
to develop skilful European 
players too. Now as football 
managers all we can focus 
on is preparation and 
recovery.” 


Sport in brief 


Sailing 


Fbotball 


Mike Golding in 'T eam Group 
: 4 will be hard-prised to meet 
his tai^t of re9whing Auck- 
land before fee end the 
year. tarOes Bob Fisher. The 
over^ race leader of the 
Around Alone had 865 nules 
to go yesterday morning, hav- 
ing dosed to wttixin 137 miles 
of fee leg’s leader, Giovanni 
Soidinl in Fila. Team Group 4 
was fee festest in the fleet and 
Golding has drawn ftather 
away from MSre Tbierceljn 
wife Somewhere, who is now 
186 miles astern. 
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Motorcycling 

The forma: wprld champion 

Ricardo Torino has died of 

leukaemia in Valencia aged 
46. Tormo won fee 50ce world 
titles in 1978 and 198L 

American Football 

Vlnny Testaveide threw four 
touchdown passes as the New 
York Jets beat the New Eng- 
land Patriots 31-10 fbr a club- 
record 12th win. The Arizona 
Cardinals moved into the 
ptay.rffe for tile first time 
since the 1982 season by beab 
' ing the San Diego Chargers 
16-13. They play the NFC East 
■ ohampiona Palfas Cowboys in i 
• the wild-card round on 
Satur^- 
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taWos 1 FitcMuf % WMIw Tn 3 Q«iT 0 . 
boreali 1; WiBifoid uo 1 Golwyn Bsy i; 


WOtaop 8 Hydu UM 0. 


hMB AOturwons 0 T an iw u »g» 1; Baum 
Ud 3 GranOHun 0; Or — luy Tn i Cm- , 
brMeaOl-.DorctwawrlBattiCliOrealuy I 

Rvi* 0 Hunsutoff 3; llalwowan 1 Bi — - 
OiWB 0; nhuston Th i Burton AA Z i 
Uurdirr 1 wsymauh i; SWIaOuiy l Ha- I 
Onpa 0; Wtrcaaiar C 2 (Sleiwosiur. C 2. 
PuM*—* Woih— II Tn V Mnoa Lvrm. 

* Bsd—rVi (M 0 S—paha Dyn 1; 
BUam Tn 2 Blatanall Z arrudon Tn 3 
Clndwlofd Tn 0; Moor Oruon 2 evaaham 
(M 1; Nawpun AFC s W e u l u n S M ai s'l; 
PUpst Rngi* 1 a— fid— 0; VS Rugby 2 
StMidbnf AK i: WItbucfi Tn 0 HlncMby 
Utd 1. Pmm— * ae — i m Tn r SWHoid 
no warwitfcv HudWfeh UU; emt- 


etnnuO 0 Tnm BW 58; mdlanapplli 19 
Carolina 27; N— Oitaana a Bullaio 46; 
NT Jaw 31 H— England 10; PNOadalpMa 
10 NY amts 20; San Prandaa a St LMa 
19: Altoona i6 San nago 19; Osmar a 
Sawoea. 


SCOTTISH I l i um UAOlia Abar- 
duan V MMharwall (746); St Johnatons v 
Diinlarmllna (74S). 


Ice Hockey 


auPlUAen Ayr s Noungnam 4 (oQ; 
BracknaU 9 SheBlaW 4; Can 2 Mai»ca 
0a 9 (ot): London 2 Manet— 7. 
cimauu CUPi Edinburgh 14 pgrih 7: 
icwletB (KanQ 2 Baalngatoha 8; Paialw 9 
FHa a; ^tofboieugh a Nngalon 2: Tallord 
6 MHton Kwiaa 3. 


Mm V TooUng &‘MHcliaffl. 

PCNT1IIB UBOUB CUPx amv Ptaw 

Bury V OhKiam (84). 

IBI9H LHACue Praailar OMsIanf 

Onwoh Tn v CHnoTNUle (720). 


Rugby Union 


Fixtures 


CUfB MATCHi Lalcanw H Barbarlana 

{32). 

301 1 UWO H Lanoholm v SaMrh 
(720): P nahl aa v Kaiao (720). 


Footben 


BaeketbaU 

PW* eumSTAI mrcH (Bwfln): EaM 


M Bor V swm Counaid Tn. i 
BaWotoc Tn 9 Ravnda Tn 1 ; Baaliey 2 Hg*. 
am 6 Wa t a rtuu irnit -Z ChsHiBtoro C 3 
Hahar AOi Lundon 3 Com Tn 3 Braekisy 
Tn R Dardurs 2 ErlOi 4 BeWfclare D; Rast 
Tr 3 AadBuar 3; Tn % Cbanoaator 
Tn 1. ^algiaa* FeraatoM hw v Man- 
BtoK 61 Launaroa Aahlord Tn. 


TTilrd MwWao 


CONPaUCW Barrow D NoiSiwWi 1; 
Dovir 6 (Ongatordan 1; Poratt Cimn 2 
Heralard i: Haya* i wslHng 2; i tm i aHtoti 
1 OoncBamr l; Kweai ml n aw r o ChaRaih 
ham 1; Laak Tn 1 Tattord 1: Moueamba i 


P4 CAIun pfmawPb Chatoaa V 

Man Uid (8^ Laada v Wlmbiodon (7.4S). 


Hockey 


Norwich V Wattord (746). 0aaa» 
Warn OOnnpham v Millwall (7.49), 


WPeH’S U41 33DI0H TOU3IIA- 

I0BIT (NHC. MUm Kaynai): SOuOi « Mid- 
lands (2.0); North V Waal {40). 


Brantford (0) 1 
H i eMamaa n sa 


BmvmnnRtmdan 4 Cmonda 2 WoHnn 
Oi StovanaEi i Kecering 2: Ywvli B Fam- 


ClMddto Tn 0 Ualna Road 4; Ndwcaoile T)i 
1 UdWlgy 1;SMmar9dala Utd 3 Alharton 
LR 1; vawdian OM z Workington 1. All 
oOwr maicfiaa poMponud. • 
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MeUraourW 

4419 
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IM(1)1 

Lonivr 2 


bemgh 9. 

RTHAN LMM Pniidii Wiltfiaa 
Aylaabury 0 Ohaah aw Z SaHogneka 2 
AMarshot Tn i; Boraham Wood i BlaltopV 
StorOorO fe Bremtoy 0 (bwesend i; Ciiw 


•hamn 1 SuSon UW R Dae S Aad 0 Fur- 
9eai 1 : Oulwten 2 Stough U EniWd 0 9t 


S e c ond Me Ul oi i 

la tou ai u B He (0) 1 


QabbMMi 

942* 


L<MaM(01 1 

UnsTB 


jMifcrWr 

)ienIersDn 80 

9S95 


cs3iC(0)l 
Fbudgan 73 


Boxing 

' BinniDgtaam's Anthony May- 
nard is to r»hanpTi0a the de- 
' fending champion Billy 
, Schwer Luton for the Eur^ 
' li^tweiiht York 
WmTI on January 16. 


NATIOlfWIDE LEAGUE 
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7.0S4 O'Conner 36, Adttplg 74 
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York (1) 3 
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Bro« (0) 1 
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Nogin 22 
CirtwrlplK 32. 70 


Whtoriian (0) 1 
Oragan6D(oo) 
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e«i^90 
6toBla4Q 
Harrlgan 90 
SwaB0aB(2)3 
Smith 10 
WaRln30 


riaatflirpage 

Hepa17 
CatvfrOamaEl 
Forraaar 47, 82 
N1(1)X 
OAurla 14 (p^ 
Joyoi 87 
2J79 
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Attwto Harrow Bgr 2 Handen Z Kay- 
brldBa 1 aitarly Tn 0; WaRen 6 Hv- 
Mun 0 Itonpten 1. Kat W i Wiaa BerV 
hamgrad Tn 4 Wsardatoha t; Camw 
reland 2 Srilntras Tn 1; Qrpyg Alh 0 Rom- 
lard 1; Mfiehln n 1 Barton Rvn 1; Lasther- 
hsad 7 Croydon 3; Mtlflafthaid Uid £ 
Otooro c 3: Moloaay 0 Whmiatfa 0: 
Stom 1h 1 Chw li ay Tn 9; wiHitolty 1 
Layton Panroma; woroton 1 Begiiw Ro- 
gllTna PaatpaMWUibrldgavraitfDg. 
SsecHd Dbrtotaca Banataid Alb 4 Hor- 
aham 4: Barking 0 Hvlow Tki 0; Bedford Tn 
0 Lalgnton Tn 1: BntfnaR Tn 1 Wo- 
Mnghaffl Tn Z Edgwira Tn 0 NorOMood a-. 
Hamal HonpaCMd 3 FtorOord T0 1: Marlmr 
4 Tham* Uto R WIvattoea Tn 1 Wkham To 
1. PaaeawaA Abingdw TVi v Kuogertord 
TO; Windsor 6 eion v (9altont St Pstar. 
TIM P M erd Avatoy 2 ElH -nwrock 
UU O’. Crayden A8i 1 Lgwga 0; DwMng 2 
EpaoiTi 6 Ewell Z H om ehu r eh 1 Fem UM 4; 
SooOtoJI 2 rangiDury Tn 1: TObury 3 Cla^ 
ton 1; Warn 0 cnaamint 3; wingen a 
Flnahtoy 2 ConnRIan Camati 1. Post- 
M wato EghamTn vCamtteneyTtL 
UHtBOte UASMfe Priailir DMatota 
Ae a Hi ^ 'i Uanlay 0 Smibar BrWgu 5; 
AlBincham 4 Marina V, BWwp Auckland 1 
Oiiaaiay R Emf*y £ ei^ Spartans i: 


PiuNdarDMtfsw Arnold Tn 1 ShOffltfd 0; 
Buom 3 Armmorpa Weir o; Hal lam s O^ , 
■U0 Tn X Maltoy uw 5 Stavatay MW to N 
FarribrUUSUMrsa^ 'OiQgaiRMbT ' 
Oartordi Tn i; Ptokarina Tn i QIh- 
tftougMon WBir Oi SalOy ft 3 BrtOB Th 1. 
Poalpwee EceWMn UM « TliiiMw. 
seMWPK DfeWCT iiaiiPVtai, I 
offfBrldgeustorthOTauntonTni.Pai^ I 
pasM* Koynaham Tn a BamenWa Tn. 


•IsIiTsTi? 


Rugby Union 


HTSCM NATICNA*. iUOUe Orm Uw 
ac»oi8t>«sienglSUaMiMsiw40enand- 
lng8Hanlay36;Re0alynFtoi(l6Ciinbw- , 
lay B. Ttata Naftfu Nunaston St HlncMoy 
13; SMiH 31 Sandal 9; Stourtridga 42 
Whltohurcli 19; WWaall 42 UcMIaM 18. 
TWk SMbi BrUMl 38 Navim 18; CM- 
tannam is wiftewlMaw 30; Clifton 10 ' 
Brktowa»r2to North WalBiam 13 Narwtoli ! 
0; Rymeuth 17 Radruh 28. 

SWAMK CUh Fata* iwtad, atom 3 
PaaWaitadi Cwnwvon V Badwaa. 

WB5H NATWMAL UMUU Ptosl Bta- 
hlaw ABarSllgry 9 Ntw br Wga to Poato 
pana* Cfaat Kmt w Dunvanb Troselw v 
Maastog- 

TEMNUITS VBLVtfT 80WU PHral , 
malLalih Aeada 3 Mlilooli 21- 
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m 
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o« HuddTown 
•S IpsMiehTbwn 
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07 LateostorCHy 
11 Uvwpool 
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00 Msaumted 
00 . Mkfcllwibrwrph 
TO MBhH 
71 MnwCBttlsUW 
IS NervdehCity 


panadi Oungsmen v Maloin. ' 

American Poettall 

■Pla Atlanto 08 Mtoml 16; BaMmora 19 
DeiruH 10; Chicago 13 Graen Bay 16; On- 


C«J 3 C 06 T 60 P FBI uai AT ML THB. 

ama ev: W9, u Mwe MIC, UEBB iai Bia I 


72 Nottm.Parast 
70 OidorO 
57 OPR 
15 Ranoon 
74 Raadhig 
TO ShcftltotC United 

76 Sheffield Wdd. 

77 Southempton 

78 Spun 
To StokeCfty 

00 Stochport 

01 SuTdarlsnd 

02 Watford 

03 WMtHam 
OS WbnbMen 
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T he revival (tf Totten< 
hanm HotspUT under 
George Gr^uun is not 
3ret a renaissance. For 
the moment, however. White 
Hart Lane will suiely he 
bapp7 to settle for the mix- 
ture of hard woik and oppor- 
tunism which saw Ev^mn 
roundly beaten yesterday 
after Quis Axmstrong had 
scored a hat-trick in the 
second half. 

Victories at Goodlson Park 
marked the b^inning and 
end of Christian Gross's mori- 
bund nine rocaiths as S^urs 


manager but Tottenham's 
first home win over Everton 
since August, 1994^ confirmed 
the new resilience and 
strength of character the 
team have acquired with Gra- 
ham in charge. 

Everton are hardly the 
most spectacular perfbimers 
In tiie Premierriiip but they 
can be awkward opponents 
and the best part ot an 
hour yesterday Tottenham 
had dimculty extricating 
themselves from the fine 
mesh of passing and move- 
ment whidi Walter Smith’s 
side spread across the 
midfield. 

With Duncan' Fergnson , 
gone to Newcastle, Everton I 
are no longer inclined to {day 
the ban forward long and 
high- While this maTcps their 
football more interesting to 
watch it has done little to im- 
prove their scorins potential 


and yesterday they paid 
heavily for. TnigBing nhanncB 
dnrtng their most dominant 
period. 

Everton came to White Ifort 
Lane beaten (mce in mx Pre- 
miership matches but still 
gave the impresskm of a side 
for whom a goal was a rare 
treat The turning point of foe 
game came nine minutes into 
the second half when Nick 
Etarmby, starting his first ! 
game in three months, saw a i 
shot driven throu^ a crowd j 
smartly saved by Tan Walker. : 
After foat Evmton unravriled 
like an old jumper. 

Tnitially Tottenham looked 
to foe control of David 
Ginola on the left to give them 
some relief from foe madding 
crowd. But foe Frenchman 
found' it hard to make head- 
way against Eveiton’s deter- 
mined covering and.- as the 
tackles came ^ foe referee 


Graham Poll was unwlDing to 
boy tickets for the Comedie 
Francalse. 

The threat of a scorriess' 
stalemate grew as Darm An- 
derton and Allan Nielsen con- 
sistenOy ran into Olivier Da- 
court and John 
vice-versa. With four Totten- 
ham defenders marking one 
Everton attacker, Thrahima 
Bakaj^o, while Barmby and 
Don Hutchison lent the Ivopr 
Coast striker o^y iatemiit- 
tent support, It was hard to 
see where and wbm a goal 
would arrive. 

Neverfoeless one did arrive 
in the 24th mfrmtp, instigated 
by Ruel FOX’S persistence tn 
reaching fh^ hwii near the left- 
hand byline bribre it could go 
out ct play. Fox laid foe ball 
back to Ginola and' from his 
centre Armstrong rose at the 
far post to head for goal, only 
to see the haH rebound off 


David Unsworth's back. But, 
as it dropped, Les Ferdinand 
flicked a neatly improvised 
shot past Thomas Myhre with 
the outside of his rii^t foot 

Surprisingly Everton 
needed only seven minutes to 
draw level Having brdken up 
one movement, Tottenham’s 
defenders were eangbt out of 
posittoi by foe swiftness with 
udiich H iTtehis nn {dayed the 
ban bade into foe penalty 
area and Bakayoko sfoq;>ed 
through a large gap to nod it 
past Walker. 

Ihree minutes later Ba- 
kayoko turned an anMe and 
hobbled off, to be replaced im- 
mediately by Danny Cada- 
marteri. Then Bakayoko, hav- 
ii^ lost his limp, re-oneiged 
demanding to be allowed back 
cm.' The Everton bench sent 
him to the dressing-room as 
firmly as any referee. 

Three minutes past the 


Derby County 2 Middlesborough i 


Sturridge makes most of his Derby days 


AdamSMs 

I F DEAN Sturridge is to 
leave Derby lie will 
remember well his last 
few days in the Midlands. 
Emotional turmoil at trans- 
fer peculation had led the 
home-grown talent to de- 
clare MiweolfnwaM* tO play 
in Saturday’s match at 
Everton. A record atten- 
dance at Pride Park yester- 
day was delighted to have 
him back for only Derby’s 
third win in 14 games. 

Yet with a move to Leices- 
ter on the car^ and Shef- 
field Wednesday and Not- 


tingham Forest also inter- 
ested, Stnnidge's pilde of 
place at the Park could be 
short-lived. 

Steve McLaren the Derby 
coadh said afterwards; *^e 
lia^ had a chat with him 
and when strikers are not 
scoring goals they are mt- 
happy creatures. This was a 
voy big test fbr^iim and he 
: it vary weU. Who . 

knows if he is still here 
I nextwedc.” 

Sturridge scored one and i 
' set up file wtoner fbr Jona - 1 
I tbftTi Hunt on as a snbsti- 
tnte for just two mtontes I 
after Mikkel Beck looked to | 
have sealed a point for . 


Boro. With Paul Gascoigne 
dwelling too long on the 
hall, Rtefann Fr-tmio stole In 
to feed Wanchope who in 
tnm supplied Stnrri^e. 
Hie striker lifted the. ball 
over the advancing Mark 
Schwarze'r for his sixth 
' goal of the season. 

It was no more than 
Derby deserved with Lars 
Bohinen twice going close, 
yet the game looked Hke 
Himing Boro’s Way after 
Wanchope’s dismissaL 

Andy Townsend seemed 
to lunge two-footed at the 
grounded Costa Rican be- 
fore grabbing his shirt In 
an effort to break loose 


I Wanchope swung his fist 
I and aim before all and sun- 
I dry piled in. To the annoy- 
ance of the home fiats Wan- 
chope saw red while the 
I Boro skipper only got 
booked. 

Try as they might with- 
out Gascoigne, removed 
with a bemused Phil Stamp 
Just minutes before the 
sending oft Boro lacked 
the creativity to punish a 
packed County defence. In- 
deed, Lee Carsley could 
have put Derby into some- 
thing of a comfort zone im- 
mediately after the inter- 
vaL SBs cross-shot Hinngh 
scraped the post. 


Boro huffed and puffed 
but rarely threatened Mart 
Poom’s goal until Dean 
Gordon finally finuid his 
range to plan a cross on 
Beck’s head. But It all 
proved academic and Boro 
will hope that six points 
dropped over the Christmas 
we^end will not lead to a 
more permanent slip in 
form. 

Barby C*Mly' (9-6-8}: Poom; Prior, 
Cirbonorl, Elliott; Lauroati, Corsloy, 
Eranlo (Oziuk. Tanin), Bohinen (Hum, SB). 
Powell; SturridBe (Herper, 86). Weneliape. 
MIMIoebrooah (3-6-2): Sehwerzer; 
Cooper, Viekere, Peels: Stoekdsle 
(Msddlson, 75), Stemp (Bock, 41), 
Geecolgne (Reming, 41) Townaand, 


First Division: Sunderiand 2 Crewe Alexandra 0 

Sorensen saves face 


Michael Walker watches the runaway 

leadere fail to irnpress a reoJid crowd 


N eeding a victory and 
a convincing perfor- 
mance to answer ques- 
tions raised by foeir de fe at at 
Tranmere Rovers on Boxing 
Day. Sunderland just about 
delivered on the former 
yesterday. 

However, the Wearsiders 
feU wril short of the latter and 
were reliant ou the goalkee^ 
ing of Thomas Sorensen and 
the woodwork to beat the 
team who are currently at the 
bottmn of the division, 38 
points adrift of the leaders- 
this evidmice that Is a 
mighty false gap. althou^ 
the one of mc^ concern to 
' ftiwtortnwd is the ei^it points 
that separates them firom 
. wlch 7hU rpoming after the 
^ast AngUans’ loss at Wolves. 

Crewe barf had the for- 
tune in front of goal their 
second-half display war- 
ranted, however, then Sufr 
derland's lead and Crewe a 
pU gVit would not be quite so 
emphasised. Peter Reid, a 
reaiUst, es muc^. 

saying: *The keeper’s made 
two outstanding saves ^ 
that’s won us the game. In foe 
second baw we couldn't 
out but with the wingers 
unfit the shape Isn't rl^t at 
the momeot and we’re having 
todigin.” . ., 

The di g gin g in has broi^t 
seven edean sheets In eight 
an impressive return, 
but foe absence of the flank 
men Allan Johnston ^d 
Nteky.SUBunefbee. plus the 


long-term injury that has 
airirfinftd Kevin FhilUps, is 
beginning to show whtt Sun- 
derland go forward. 

Having said that foe opehr 
ing g^ was the result in- 
patient midfield pass- 
ing with Lee .Clark and Alex 
Rae the hub. After numerous 


Gray on the left 
wing: his centre was flicked 
on by Daniele Diebio, 
returned to him by Nian 
and fodfoed «mfl- 
dentlybyDicliio. ■ 

After only 15 minutes and 
11 seconds, it was ,the 



r' ^ 


Christmas cheer ... Danny 
Dichio odabrates his goal 


required response after Tran- 
mere. Yet it tamed out to be 

tha W gWig fit of S iTnH ari arvi ’g 

a£terxux>n. Five minutes later, 
after Rodney Jack had al- 
rrady squandered one prom- 
ising opening for Crewe, Sor^ 
anaan made a br a ve save at 
the feet of Mark Rivers and 
shor^ afterwards Jack hit 
the side netting. 

Ihe home side left foe 11^ 
to boos at . half time and the 
tangible crowd anxiety in- 
creased when Seth' Johnson 
and Fhn Charnockbegm to 
run the tea foe visitors. 
CoDsequenOy Jack' came to 
greater promlnoice and was 
unlucky when,'having beaten 
three' Sunderland defenders, 
his cross nairowly eluded 
lUvers aii<»ng in at the fer 
post That was in the Sfh ! 
mbiiite and two minutes later : 
Martin Scott headed on to one I 
c£ his own posts with Soren- 1 
senbeatmL 

At that Reid sent on 
Bridges for Quinn 
ainri after another fine Soren- 
sen save from Jade, Bridges 
eventually the contest 

12 nitnntpg time when 

he ran on to Chris Makin’s 
inn g throudi bcOl and slid a 
shot underneath Jason 
Kearton. 

Sundm:land had fbeir tri- 
jjxnph but the biggest-ever 
crowd at the Stadinm ofLight 
— 41,433 — departed with' 
plenty to ponder. 

1 (4-4-9: SormHie MaWn, 

MaWBIfc Bd«r, BeOW Rw [ WlBwa^ ft-S. 
CiBk. Ban, (htoCun. IHK QuIqd 
(BrIdBH, etmln). DIcMe. 

Cr«wa AlwMBdm (4-4-2}i KMrfsn: 
BiBigl Uapwwrth. Fean. SbHIb Wright 
(Ughttmt, 87), Owmeck (Luni, 83). 
jehnson. Ftlwp; Liue (Bmt, 03), Jack 
MWMAMlwtStWh). 


Portsmouth 2 Oxford United, 2 

Ball haunted by 
Banger’s double 


PwtGinehDls 


T he appointment of Ports- 
mouth’s new chairman. 
Les Parris, last week per- 
suaded home supporters to 
abandon a threatened boy- 
cott. After 45 minutes, how- 
ever, there were a few rneftil 
sighs yesterday. 

with Pni' iwifiniith ■ trailing 
iQr a goal and with n^figlble 
action worth payii% for, foe 
fens could only believe th^ 
had takoi the wrong option. 

Wlfo foe combined debts of 
the two clubs approaching 
£S0 million and loei^ at both 
running into five flgores a 
week, one might have ex- 
pected foe players to tr^ the 
occasitm as a Shop window 
for their talai ts. 

However, this philosopliy 
evidmtly did not shike home, 
ft was a case (tf fear against 
fear from two teams rooted at 
the bottom of the ^irst Div- 
ision and the wiidfiBiii was 
rimply overrun 'wtfo players 
looking for space. . 

The breakthrough came 
two minutes before half-time 
when Nicky Banger put the 
visitors ahmd. Banger, who 
had been discarded by Alan 
Ball at Southampton, came 
bads to haunt foe manager 
who off-loaded him for 
£800,(X» to Oldham in 1994. 
Banger's first shot was par- 
ried but the return was Joy- 
ous^ struck into the rodfof 
thenet 

Ihe 0oom was lightened 


fbr tile Portsmouth feithfiil 
two ffiizmtes into the second 
half. Steve Claridge had 
fought a lonely battle for foe 
first 45 minutes but now he 
had allies. Tha h niTc y Striker 
does not look as if he could 
turn on anything much 
smaller than a railway turn- 
table but it was he who met 
Sammy Uioe’s cross to score 
and put Portsmouth level 
' The action was sow as un- 
xemittiDg in this half as it had 
been absent in the first. 
Banger threatened to embar- 
rass his old boss further but it 
was Portsmouth who went 
j ahead when Oxford’s Les Xtob- 
Inson was ad|u<^!ed to have 
fouled Svein Andreessen In 
the area. Clairige side-footed 
the penalty home before 
Banger pulled the scores 
level once' again pouncing 
after his first shot was 
blocked. 

With 15 minutes to go, 
Oxford’s Joey Beauchamp 
was booked for a crude tackle 
on the Portsmouth na ptaln 
Russdl Perrett. This fired 
Portsmouth's imagination 
and foe last 10 minutes saw a 
. continued barrage on the 
Oxford goal It was to no ef- 
fect, thou^ This was one of 
those days where neither side 
was destined to win. 

14-4-1): .Pottirsen; 
Th^MMi. |An«rM■H^ 'HimM. 
PiBfSii. Roblngon; WHe, |P8tniG(. BGirin), 
igoB, VUdM. Shapnn, Pamic Oariilga. 
BiriiQfG WM (4-i-*l): Qenaid: PawM. 
vniBM. Wmrt, Aany (WlWennan. 7D); 
RobliiMre BMW (DioiiHOA, 76), Murphy. 
BMoehaiip. Wlngm (Smllli. IH): WMpbp. 
HuImk E Lomu (MwMhettw). 


West Ham United 2 Coventry City 0 

Happy Hanys 
Hammers duo 
dynamic at last 


Aixhome invasum . . . Slaven BUic. centre, heads clear as ChrisAriualiniiB,' who acm^ a hat-trirfc for jtpgrff, riffrog "to PHOTOORtfitTOMJ O ew e 

Premiership: Tottenham Hotspur 4 Everton 1 ■ 

Armstrong’s treble completes double 


hour Axmstroog restored Tot- 
tenham’s lead' after Ander- 
ton’s precisely judged lob had 
cau^it the Merton defence 
square. 

Myhre was so ccaivinced 
that Armstrong had con- 
trtdled the ball with a band 
before scoring that he stood 
still ai^iealing as tiie striker 
went past bim, but the ^>al 
stood and tiie others brooked 
ipa.«t argument. Fifteen min- 
utes from the end Ferdinand’s 
beckbeei sent Armstrong in 
for his second and another 
pass from Anderhm enabled 
Mm to ccmmlete his first bat- 
trlck for Spurs with a 
resounding shot 

T iUfMi— I llo top ur (*-*3): WMIak; C8ff. 
Young. Campbail. SMon; Fox. Anrianon. 
Niainnn (ClomancB. h-t). Ginola; 
FeiWnaod, Armstrong ((worsen. BBinin). 
ITIirT-itiio ( 4 -B 4 Q; MyhnK Short Dsoourt 
Bllic. Uiwsoilii: Dunno, ColIiM (Ostar, 76), 
Gall; Hutchison. Barmby, BaJesyoko 
(Cadiwnaiiori. 33L 
W sisf ■ G Poll (Tring). 


Ipsmch 

hitby 

Muscat 

fire 


I PSWICH Town’s grip on 
second place in the First 
Division was weakened 
yesterday by a last-minute 
goal their manager (3eorge 
Burley described as “one to a 
million”. 

An uninspiring matnh at 
MotUneux looked certain to 
end goalless until foe Wedves 
defender Kevin Muscat took 
aim from 30 yards, gnTing Ips- 
wich’s England goalkeeper 
Richard Wright no chance 
and Wanderers their first win 
insix games. 

’T don’t think we deserved 
to lose,” said Buriey. who 
narrfiworl the on-loan 

striker gamsBui Abou would 
be retuniing to West Ham. 
i Ihe midfielder Keiitm Dyer is 
also unlikdly to feature in the 
! near ftitore after limping off 
with a hamstring k^uiy in 
foe first half 

With Watford playing at 
Norwich today, Birmingham 
moved up to third place with 
a 4-2 win at Bury. The Blues 
are three points behind Ips- 
wich and XI behind the lead- 
ers Sunderland, wtfo Brad- 
ford a point ftirther back after 
seetog cS Irimmere 2-0 at 
'VaDey Parade. 

BfiTten are up to fifth hav- 
ing xnaite bard work of a 2-0 
win at Fort Vale. Ihe visiting 
keeper Jussi Jaaskelainen 
had to wait until the 16th min- 
ute for his first toufo but still 

the breakthrough did not 
rvMTio until the 48fo mlDiite, 
via Scott Sellars. Victory was 
fhiaT)y rwi f lrmed 15 wiinntps 

from time when Dean Bolds- 

worfo scored from the spot 
At the bottom Bristol City 
a wricome three points 
with a 3-1 victory over Swin- 
don at Ashton Ga te — mly 
their second win since their 
director at coaching Benny 
Lennartsson took char^ The 
transfei>li6ted Steve Torpey, 
TWflWTig htft gter t nf 
season, scored twice with Ade 
Aktobiyi contributing a spec- 
tacular s(do effort. 

• Barcelona’s Nou Camp sta- 
dium, foe venue for the Euro- 
pean Cup final on 26 ^ has 
been accused of being unsafe 
for mqjor sporting events. Ac- 
cording to a letter sent by five 
leading Spanish architects to 
foe clnb; "Stroctural ele- 
ments show an advanced 
state of alummosis, weaken- 
ing them by 30 to 40 per cent” 


Rman Tbomas 

I AN WRIGHT and John 
Bsuleon emerged from 
their striking stupor of 
winter, greatly assisted by a 
Coventry team who are sleep 
walking towards relegation. 
West Ham’s co-strikers each 
assisted the other to goals 
but, it must be said, both ar- 
rived on a generous platter. 

Hairy Refflmapp. growing 
impatient with his front pair, 
was warmed by the response. 
But for Gordon Strachan, now 
supervising a Coventry side 
who have gone seven games 
without victory, it was a chill- 
ing end to 1998. 

Like John Aloisi, preferred 
to Darren Huckerlv at the 
start, Coventry were ulti- 
mately reduced to a support- 
ing act Ihe Australian new^ 
comer made little impact but 
was seldom offered foe ser- 
vice to -demonstrate that, at 
£650,000, he can become an 
effective replacement for the 
£7A million Dion Dublin. 

Coventry's afternoon was 
best by the 

of the match as West Ham's 
defence for the first time was 
put under concerted pressure 
after the biterval A rare mis- 
take by Ian Pearce let in 
Aloisi whose poor control 
served only to set up his co- 
striker Nori Whrian. 

A straightforward shot of 
moderate power would have 
sufficed, yet Whelan stabbed 
against the spreadeagled 
Shaka Hislop, the ball 
rebounding behind him 
where a felling Rio Fbrdinand 
somdiow scrambled foe ball 
into his goalkeeper's clutches 
amid flailtog legs and arms. 
The contrast with West 


Ham’s two successful shots 
'was stark. Hartsmi, e:q>loitlng 
' over-elaborate Coventry pass- 
: tog out of deltewe. delivered a 
low cross firom the right that 
' Eyal Berkovic missed but 
Wright seized upon. It was 
i the 35-year-cdd striker’s first 
goal in two months. 

That breakthrough canw as 
I early as the seventh minute 
and, despite both strikers' 

I vious growing confidteioe, it 
I took an hour before West 

' Ham’s second goal arrived. 

I The move agato developed 
down the right, but this time 
' Wri^t crossed low and Rart- 
I son, alone at the fer pos^ 

I struck only his fourth gc^ of 
I the season. 

j By now Huckerby had 
I replaced Aloisi to Cewentry 
! fens’ displeasure, which in- 
I creased when Paul Telfer was 
' introduced for Mare Ed- 
! worthy. Also cue the Jeering 
I for McAllister, who could not 
be feulted for efibit, even if he 
could for many opUmistie 
long passes. 

Afterwards Strachan’s 
year-end message to foe sup- 
porters was simple: “Stick 
with us, well be all right” He 
seemed to have averted his 
eyes from some his team's 
obvious detects, particularly 
their few efforts on goal In- 
stead he preferred to concen- 
trate on their commitmeit 
saying: “You can’t ask any- 
body to try harder. We’ve hit 
foe ropes again but well 
bounce back, don’t you worry 
about that.” 

ETMt Hmn IMMd (MG): HGlnp: Phtc*. 
Ferdinand. Dieke: Sinclair, Lamia, 
Limpard. Barkevic (Paiia. BOmln). 
LazaridlK Hertson. Wrigm. 

C aiB uirj , cay (4.4-2); ogrinMe; NUaaan, 
Shaw, Breen, Edwonhy (TaKar, 78): 
Boaiwig. SeitvadL MeAlilaiar, FiagaH: 
wiwtan. Aioia) (HuehaiVy. 68 ). 

Ga f anaai L Dwtdn (Perdind, Deraat). 


Nottingham Forest 1 Southampton 1 

Bassett stuck in 
no-win situation 


Daniel Taylor 

N ottingham forest 

set a record they will 
want to forget at the 
City Ground yestotiay. The 
draw Southampton earned 
from this basement battle 
meant tiiat Foresl who struck 
the woodwork and had three 
shots deared off foe line, be- 
came the first Premiership 
team to ^ 17 consecutive 
matches without a league 
victoiy. 

There was. in feet, little 
here to sugi^ that either 
team possess stifOcient qual- 
ity to claw their way out of 
danger, and Forest’s latest 
disappointment prompted an 
after-match demonstration by 
around 80 supporters outside 
the main stand, dnring whitfo 
the first strains of dissent 
against their manager Dave 
Bassett were aired. 

“When you are down at the 
bottom it is always going to 
happen because foe fens are 
frustrated,” said Bassett *Tfs 
frustrating for everyone but 
no one is more dis^ipointed 
than myself and the pJayers. ” 
Fbr such a crucial encoun- 
ter the first half was stran^ly 
pa.s.sionlftffff and foe referee 
Mike Reed, renowned fbr his 
use of yellow cards, made 
only one booking. 

However, things started to 
liven up Juri before the break. 
Doi^ FTeedman struck an 
upright with a scuffed left- 


foot shot, and at foe other end 
Forest were indebted to their 
former Saints keqier Dave 
Beasant for two outstanding 
saves to quick succession 
from James Beattie and the 
impressive Hassan KacblouL 
Southampton finally swept 
into the lead three minutes 
into the second half. From a 
comer the ball found its way 
to Matthew Oakley and bis 
left-wing cross was headed 
home by the unmarked 
KachlouL 

Forest fens broke into a 
chorus “What a load of rub- 

bish,” but their side were 
level Inside seven minutes. 
Neil Shippeiiey, deputising 
for the suspended Pierre van 
Hooijdonk. sent Fi^edman 
scampering into the area. The 
striker’s charge was abrup^ 
h^ted by Paul Jones’s mis- 
timed dive and Steve Chettle 
hammered the penalty into 
the roof of the net 
Now Forest were in the as- 
cendancy and in the 70th min- 
ute JoD Olav Hjelde’s power- 
fill hrader was cleared off the 
line Saints’ French de- 
fender Patrick Colleter, who 
was lucky to be on the pitch 
I after throwing punches dui> 
ing an ugly confrontation in 
' front of the home dugout 

' MuKlMlwill Fbr— t (4-4-2): BSUinC 
Bo—lilr, Cnetde, HjeWo. Rogm: Bton*. 

' Jehnspn, Gimnilli, Sirl-WIMIami: 
SNppcrtey. Fr—dman (Hoimnod, Temn). 
SbuikaMplM (4-4-2): Joan: HIley, 
Honkou, Lundokvim. Collatbr: Dodd, 
Politibr, Kieiiioui. Oaklay: OsisMUd, 
BeaWa. 

iMaraai M Raad (BimUngtiam). 


This year give something 
worthwhile at Christinas 


72/rGuardian 



Christmas appeal 


This the Guardan is 
Inviting readeis to spend a 
little adra at Christmas - 
and make a donation to The 
Guerdan CFiristmas Appeal, 
the proceeds from wMch wi be 
efistrbuted among the selected 
charities. For more intormatlQn 
on these charities and their 
work, please see the regilar 
feaiues rumlng In the paper 
tfvouG^out December. '(bu can 
^ve to any of the charities 
indvirijaly or mate a general 
d()nad()n to the appeei, simply 
by caing the nurriier below 
with a creeft or debit cerd 


0990 199 515 

VtfatarAid works to provide dean driri^ water, sanitation and 
to promote pik)ic hygiene among the 1 A Wion people world 
wide who do not have dean drinking water. 

nmly Service Units offers couTsefng and sLpport at grass- 
roots level to tamiies in Britain^ most deprived inno- cities. 

The So8 Association has been championing organc farming 

3 ^) 00 1945. arri studyrig the impact of modern agrioitisB on 

an'rnals, hiSnans and the enWorenent. 

The Appeal is also supporting the five wiming charities frm 
the Guarefen Jsrwood Award, which rewatis eprcelencs in 
smal charities from al over Britain: OeafbBnd UK, Habitat fbr 
Humwifty fBeUastj, J es sie ^ Fund, Rree Form Arts Thisi 
Waisad Carera Centre. 

f-M. ^hngea • iMtonit rates. Un« open imG mtelg|8 on Sn/SB. (MefSbiaiily 
we emet accept Suetfi paymMB. 
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England made to suffer in the field, page 12 


West Indies sent tumbling, page 1 2 


Cavalier chases home at Chepstow 


Villa charge back to the top, page 14 


Newcastle crash again 



Redhot . . .Earlheliiz Riedle hits liTerpooPs fourth goal with Shay Given and Stoart Pearce powerless to intervene photoorapkdmckbaaul 

Premiership: Liverpool 4 Newcastle United 2 

Owen turns the tide for Reds 


Ian Whittell sees another goal-packed 
thriller capture the revival spirit at Anfield 


S EXT football met the 
club that put the X 
into Xmas Party as 
thi.< fixture continued 
to live up to its reputation for 
high entgrtBinment Jt may 
have £aHeQ a goal short of the 
4-3 scordioe inodnced twice 
ia the past tluee seasons by 
these toanic at AnCdd but 
was an Incident-packed, 

hf ffat><talring 


Ultimately, with the high 
Jinx of their much pul^cised 
Christmas party behind them, 
Liverpool rallied from 2-0 
down to score fbur times in 18 
minutes, with Karlheinz Rie- 
die and Mirhaipi Owen shar- 
ing the goals. 

vnth 18 seconds gone David 
James produced a fine sawe to 
deny Duncan Fergnson and 
Liverpool’s manager Gerard 


HouIUer later pointed out that 
: ‘*lt could have been a very 
jf that TmH 

gone in’*. 

Newcastle will correctly 
rlaitw that the hawBh A\k - 
Tnimeal rtfTila tmar Wawiann In ' 

the 30th minotg was the piv- 
otal moment of the gamP. ^16 
German was booked twice in 
10 minutes, first for a clumsy : 
trip that forced Steve McMan- 1 

aman tO limp Off and then ' 
after bringing down Patrik 
Berger. 

Ruud Gullit was so in- 1 
censed be refused to discuss | 


thp ifiPidant and Newcastle's 
Twain minptalni SUROUBded 

the ftipt .Tam la Redkoapp 
had escaped sanction for an 
equally bad challenge on 
G^ Speed moments earlier. 

Redlmapp’s foul did not go 
completely unpunished, 
though, because Liverpool 
tailed to clear Steve Class's 
free-kick and the Peruvian 
Nol Snlann gent a VenOEQOUS 
shot into the roof cf the net 
from the edge of the area. 

The sending-off inevitably 
forced Newcastle to defend 
doggedly, with Alan Shearer 


SEICENTOa BE SMALL AGAIN. 
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dropping deep into a midfield 
rede. When the substitnte An- 
dreas Andersaon put United 
2-0 in front, capitalising on a 
miz-up b e tween Phil 
Babb and Steve Staunton to 
round -lamiK seven 
! into the second half, it ap- 
peared bard work would be 
rewarded, especially with 
their keepw Shay Given per- 
forming heroically. 

"He was outstandhig,** 
Houllier. “But I knew if we 
scored once fiiey would be a 
bit shaky. When we made it 
2-2 1 said “we are going to win 
th{« game*. I frit we were inr» 
waves rolling relentlessly 
forwanL'* 

a was an accurate assess- 
ment hot HouHler stm had to 
sweat Three times within 60 
seconds Given denied Owen, 
David Thompson and Bergs: 
hut moments later he was pow- 
erless to prevent Owen start- 
ing the home side's goal rush. 

Jamie Carragfaer shot pow- 
erfhUy from outside file area 
and Owen, demonstrating 
lightning reflex es, diverted 
the hall into the net Five 
minutes later Vegatd Heg- 
gem., enioying a stunning 
afternoon on the ri^^ sent 
over a cross which Aaron 
Hu^ieS ttaflad to anri 
Riedle forced the baQ home 
after his first attempt bad 
been blocked by Given. 


O 

When will 
footballers leam 
that consuming 
sufficient lager 
to lose all 
Inhibitfons Is 
Incompatible 
with being a top 
class athlete? 
When will they 
team that with 
a media greedy 
for stories about 
tho Indlscretloiis > 
of the most 
minor footballing 
celebrities, they 
ought to be more 
careful when 
video cameras 
are around?. 

Men behaving badly 


Jim White 


N ext year will be of 
aosne vintage if there 
are many sports 
quotes to top this one. 
which win be uttered on our 
screensfids Saturday, when 

1988 is but two days old. 

Spedmn by a sporting agent. It 
comes at the ouiof a docu- 
mentary about Cu ban base- 
ball, whi A is to be shown as 
partof BBC2’s Havana Night. 

The man Is talking sbout 
Orlando Hernandez, who 
pitched Cuba to the Olympic 
^d medal in Afianta in 1936, 
then defected after a voyage 
aboard a ramsbaclde raft of 
5u^ peril it makes a trip on 
virgin trains look amodti oC 
eomfbart and punctuality. 

UnlQce many a Cuban refu- 
gee seating a new Ufo In the 
united States. Hernandez had 
Utfie trouble securing a visa, 

Hinnfra mainly tn th e fantHwg 

fritftty Of htaior League duba 
gaegingfor hia signature fnm 
the moment his raft pitched up 
in Costa Rica. 

Bventudly the New York 
Yankeeswnntheraoeforhls . 

g ftldim awn , si gning him «p . 

for the not Insignificant coih 
tram of tSSBftUUDn ovor four 
years. Marvelling at his cli- 
ent’s rhwng A in fortunes, the 
agent nanarfcs thus: 

"He was on fd a monfii to 
play the game in Cuba. Imag- 
ine: at that rate of pay. to earn 
what he will earn In fbur years 
for the Yank^ he would 
have had to work for 80.000 
yean. What a great country 
Is.** Hive, summarised in 
one neat paragraph, is an that 
we need to know about Ameri- 
can 8Port as the cuirent mil' 
lennium stutters to itscondu- 
skm: money is bow 
everything Is measured, 
money Is what is really impor- 
tant, money is what matters. 

Not that it is any different 
here in Britain. And nowhere 
is this more evident than on 
the football pitch as the season 
ente ra its second half. 

In Pirtsmootti yesterday two 
teams sorely devoid oftbis cen- 
tral sporting commodity met 
This was the sort cf game in 
which file reforee had to hand 
over the coin after he had 
tossedforkick-eftso ttcouldbe 
popped in the meter to ensure 
the floodlights came cn In the 
second half 

It was a game about debt, 
about flogging off the fomlly 
silver, about the grim realities 


It took eight more minufoa 
for Owen to put Liverpool 
ahead and kill off Newcaaila^ 
inoeaslngiy pvt«ui^ rea^ 
guard aetkm. Redknapp's k»g- 
range shot was deflected hy 
Owen’s chest and, although 
Given did wdl to the iwU 
cn to the post the striker con- 
verted the rebound. 

Owen's double took his 
tally for the season to 16. five 
off agataist' GUDit who 
started his reign at St Jamas’ 
Park with a 4-1 defoat by Liv- 
erpool. Riedle added the 
fourth when, from Stig BJor- 
nebye’s weQ-tlmed pass, he 
rounded Givau 

There waa still a chance in 
injiiry-time for Newcastle’s 
substitute George Qeorgiadis 
to make the result conform to 
recent traditicn but his shot 
was wdl held by James. 

• Ruud GulUt, who tried to 
take -Ronald de Boer on loan 
early in the season, may be on 
the vmge of signing fize Dutch 
intarnatloDal from Aiaz. T 
hope to announce something 
very soon but it is now down 
to a medical," said Gullit 

UwOT^Ml 184-2): JiRin; 

CarragAvr, tewnion, Babb (MMtwr, 
SBnM), WerrMbya; MbMananwi {Oanaib, 
SI; TbeapMii. A4, Bargsr, RkUvurp; 
Owan, HMia. 

Nawaaatia UallaS (4-4-8): Glran; 
CAarm. HugbM Howay. Pa afca c Solano 
(Dabizaa. 74) Hamann, Spottf. Glaaa 
(GaorgMa. ee|): Fvgwon (AnOenoon. 
4Q, SRoanr. 

IbeoraB R Looga tBarno)av). 
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1 Muricalcheat(7] 

« Caning noisily on ahalffish 
wofker(7) 

B Cdlect a large amount^ 

10 Washertoyfltfbrmaln 
purposes?® 

11 TrdnwithCaMOTtaniM’lot? 

(M) 

13 Stake Ri American 
technology® 

14 Toastdim^toJaBerafrom 
balloon® 

17 Psnnlttlngnoonetobein 
credit?® 

18 Absn1drtoanarchiteet(4) 

81 Extra poem noise without 

prep«rahon(® 

83 Birth rise attributed to UK 
native® 

94 Tree's introduction of Roman 
figure IT lear” production ® 


88 Queen receiving an egg 

sandwidiffom underMrCO 
86 Rare metal found In two 
snkrals® 

Down 

1 Note ftom one's pad perhaps 

9 Sweet gfafs expensive trifle 
(4.6.5) 

3 GIri foat Is wanting a dog ® 

4 Singer forced to give up (Q 
8 Can I upset singer without 

kwolvlnQ more risk? (8) 

6 Modem choice forftoiily 
augmentation® 

7 Tried to back horse or 
commit crime (9® 

8 DifnCult period attheAssizes 
(fi.4) 

18 Fhto cope and doole(iq) 

18 Ovenwhelming deviation 
InvoMng a pdittBlan ® 


of poverty. Mo one could have 
been Jaany doubt, taking in 
the rteplefied team sh^ of 
two aidet rocentiy denuded of 
their best players, sold ^to 
service voracious dAts, that 
vmlesa someotw wUlLciash ar- 
rived shortly both dubs would 
be going Intoouterdaitness. 
Qr worse, the Second 
DhrisiiMi. 

Tonight, in the swadky en- 
virons off StamffffdBrid^ the 
contrast could not be greater, 
la the shadow ofthe club's 
new fish restaurant, where 
the average spend per cus- 
tomer is budgeted at£S0, Chel- 
sea trill take onMandiester 
United, two (gieratlcfos with a 

combined income higher than 

several Latin American 
countries. 

By no coincidence at an 
these two dubs are at the pin- 
nacle of the game ritfit now 
and. as at Fractrm Paris, the 
talk in thestands will bean 
about money. Which eicpen- 
stve import will Cbdtes bring 
in to replace the Injured Gus- 
tavo Pc^et, for insfonce. Or 
how much will Alex Ferguson 
have to pay for Rio Ferdinand 
to shore up his vrobbllng de- 
fence Or can anyone believe 
tiM price a burger costs here? 

Mo doubt fiw^ will even be 
an airing for the latest foot- 
balling finance conspiracy 
theory which has It that tte 
guson is under instructions 


sacrifice the Ptemlarship in 
fovour of the greater fIsM 
rawaida of wumlngfiae Cham- 
piQSQB League. 


1 A fHATthlslastflx- 
% #% #turelistofl998 
■\g \g provraistbatthe 

V w ooQoeotratiQgof 
woBlthattbeti^endoffoot' ^ 
hall, one ofthe central fea- 
tures ofthe gameln the nine- 
ties, shows little sign of 
abating as the dec^ readies 
its coi^UBiiDia. Just a fow 
enmibs from tonight's table 
would sustain those who. 

W huthAi-rtim ii gh mib - finm - 
mli^ Mi gmAn t or 
plain mlgfhrfyqft, fintl thim- 

sdves taatertng on the Up of 
extinction. This rate night’s 
gate receipts alone would pay 
Oxford's wage bill almost 
until file season’s end. 

Such hope of altruism in 
fills era of winner- (plus run- 
ner-up and from next year 
third place too) takes-^ is 
naive In the extreme, almost 
as naive as susrating that 
America’s most succrasftil 
sporting franchise would do 
its sport more long-term good 
nurturing Cuban baseball 
rather tiian simple strip-min^ 
ing it of Us talent Sven so. it is 
not hard to foel that the si^t 
of some of the counfi 7 *s most 
illustrious dubs (and Oxford) 
going west as the game’s fat- 
test grow ever pIiUDper im- 
poverishes us OIL 
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16 The rayon buskiess net on 
malnagenda?(3® 

13 Pub brawl leading to the 
grsare® 

80 Rememte giving ring back 

® 

83 Meet square b^er (4) 


Solution tomovvow 

V Stuck? Ihan cRl OUT aolutiVM Dm 
on oeei MO aae. crbi eeu sop 
P«r mlnutR It Rl Smai. Sfrvics wp- 
pfrdbyAffS 
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